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Dear Parents/Carers
As the Easter holiday rapidly
approaches, it is incredible to think
that we are almost two thirds of
the way through this academic
year already. And what a busy and
productive year it has been so far,
not least Half Term Four! I hope you
enjoy reading this newsletter which
contains articles about just some of
the events which have been taking
place in our eleven ACET academies
during March and April.
The celebration of effort and
achievement is an important part
of the ACET culture, with staff
engaging in the praise and reward
of our young people on a daily
basis, as well as holding a variety
of events which publicly acclaim
their impressive commitment
and contribution. In addition
to these individual academy
celebrations, each year we host
our very own Academy Awards or
Oscars assemblies during which we
reward pupils/students who have
demonstrated impressively high
levels of hard work or performance.
Families, staff and governors come
together to applaud the award
winners and to share the pride
and pleasure they feel as they walk
onto stage to receive their trophies.
It has once again been a privilege
to attend these celebrations and
to congratulate the children and
their families. We hope you enjoy
the images included on this page
which reflect the pride and sense
of achievement of ACET’s Oscar
winners for 2019.
Also celebrating this half term have
been our sports teams, who have
enjoyed a very busy period with
competitions reaching their final
stages. Our senior academies have

enjoyed a wonderful term of sport,
with Aston and Swinton dominating
places in the Rotherham Finals
for Netball and Football, being
represented in the Y8, Y9, Y10
and Post 16 Netball final and Y9,
Y10 and Y11 Football. Our junior
academies have also enjoyed success,
with Listerdale placing third in the
Rotherham Cheerleading finals;
Lowedges finishing runners up
in the Sheffield football final and
Thurcroft’s Under 9 and Under
11 teams winning their respective
Sports Hall athletics competitions.
And special mention must surely go
to Listerdale’s Under 11 hockey team
who were crowned South Yorkshire
Champions and represented their
region at the North East English
Final.

Well done and congratulations to
them and to all our pupils/students
who have participated in class/year
group/house or academy sports in
the spirit of friendship, respect and
excellence. Here at ACET, we believe
there is much to be learned through
participation in Physical Education
and Sport and value highly its
contribution in improving physical
and mental well-being, increasing
confidence,
widening
future
expectations and promoting active
citizenship.

And five ACET students certainly demonstrated active
citizenship earlier this term when they helped rescue
a man from a burning house. Shirebrook Academy
Y11 students Farren Walters, Archie Ashton, Joshua
Jope, Liam Gladwin and Brandon Butler were all given
official commendations by Derbyshire Fire and Rescue
Service for displaying heroism in the incident in which
they assisted two off-duty police officers lift a bedridden
pensioner to safety after he became trapped in his home
when a fire broke out. Firefighters and representatives
from Derbyshire Constabulary paid a visit to the
academy to give the teenagers their commendations for
their courage, compassion and community spirit. Your
academy and ACET community are all extremely proud
of you!
Like other ACET students in Y11, Y13 and Y6, Farren,
Archie, Joshua, Liam and Brandon are now in the final
preparation stage for their external exams – they were
actually leaving the academy after a Maths Revision
class when they noticed the fire! All these young people
appreciate the positive impact good results can have
on their career prospects and future lives. On behalf
of the trust community, we wish them all well in their
revision for A levels, GCSEs or SATs and remind them
to take maximum advantage of the extra support being
made available to them during and after academy
hours and maybe during the Easter break. We ask that
their families and friends encourage them to study
hard, difficult though it is, in the knowledge that their
efforts will yield results and support them in realising

their full potential. If any of our young people or
their parents/carers have concerns relating to exam
preparation or the exams themselves, please do not
hesitate to contact your academy directly – staff will be
only too pleased to help.
Thank you to all ACET’s young people, staff, governors,
trustees and members for your contribution to
our trust community since January – it is greatly
appreciated and valued. Have a wonderful Easter break
with your family and friends and return refreshed and
ready for the Summer Term.

Best wishes.
John Barton			
Chair of ACET		

Eunice Newton
ACET CEO

Thurcroft Junior Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will exceed expectation”

Dear Parents / Carers,

instrument in the future. Maybe we will be lucky
enough to have our own musicians performing at
The pupils continue to work hard in school and school events in the future.
we thank all the parents / carers that show their
support by attending events, supporting their
children at home with their homework and
hearing them read. Studies show that reading
is of especially huge importance and reading
for pleasure makes a huge difference to a child’s
educational performance. Evidence suggests that
reading everyday not only helps pupils perform
better in tests, such as the SATs, but also increases
general knowledge, empathy for others and widens
the understanding of other cultures. Parents and
carers make a huge difference as they spend so
much more time with their children than their
teachers do. So we thank parents for making time The academy recently celebrated World Book Day
and, as usual, the pupils really made the most of the
for reading at home – it is greatly appreciated.
opportunity to dress up in costumes to celebrate
a range of different characters found in books. A
carousal of activities provided the stimulus for an
enjoyable and productive celebration of books and
reading. Following that, the Easter holiday rapidly
approaches and we always look forward to the
annual Easter Celebration in school and especially
the Easter Bonnets / Hats and Easter Gardens
which the pupils and families of Thurcroft always
demonstrate their talents and creativity. We hold
a traditional parade and there are prizes for lucky
winners of the garden and bonnet competitions. A
Huge thanks also to those supporting Thurcroft great way to begin the Easter holidays.
pupils who have decided to take up a musical
instrument and take lessons here, at school, with
Rotherham
Music.
We Richard Porter
wish
them Principal
every success
and enjoyment
and hope that
even
more
pupils
will
be interested
in
learning
a
musical
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Bikeability
Well done to the pupils who took
part in the Bikeability course. Over
the cycling sessions, pupils were
taught the essential skills necessary
to enable them to make cycling trips
safely in a traffic-free environment.
When ready, they progressed to
identifying potential hazards on the
road, learnt how to signal clearly,
pass parked and slower vehicles.
The high standard of behaviour
and excellent manners of the pupils
was commented upon by the course
leaders. Pupils received certificates
and badges in recognition of their
progress and endeavours. Great
work Y5.

NSPCC Helpers
The NSPCC’s Speak out. Stay safe.
Visited our school in March to
ensure that our pupils have the
knowledge and understanding

Wakefield in March. During the
educational visit, the children met
a real miner and descended 140m
beneath the surface of the Earth into
the mine itself. Down the mine, they
learned about the contributions
which children, even very young
ones, and women made to mining
and the machinery that was used by
the workers. The real-life pit ponies
that they need in order to stay helped bring the experience to life
safe from abuse. With the help of and the pit-head baths helped them
their friendly mascot Buddy, the to understand what a full day might
NSPCC presented an assembly be like for a working miner.
to the children and followed that
with workshops for our Y5 and
Y6 pupils. Two pupils for each
class across school were chosen as
‘NSPCC Helpers’ and were tasked
with encouraging their peers to
remember the telephone number
for the Childline service – 0800
1111 ( https://www.childline.org.
uk/ ). Childline is a free, private and
confidential service which is open
all day every day for anyone under
19 is they need someone to talk
to about any worries or concerns
Music Box
that they may have. To help raise
funds for the NSPCC and their
operations, the pupils of Thurcroft We have recently purchased a
Junior Academy conducted a new music box with the funds
sponsored event in school – this from the school council for the
year a ‘Skipathon’. Well done and playground. The school council
thank you to all who helped and proudly presented the music box to
the whole school in an assembly. We
contributed.
have had excellent feedback back
from all of the pupils who are very
National Coal Mining
impressed with the new purchase!
Museum
As part of their learning about
the local area, Y5 visited the
National Coal Mining Museum in
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Within the topic, the pupils also
learnt about LS Lowry and attempted
to replicate some of his artwork.
In addition, the pupils learnt the
Lowry song, ‘Matchstalk Men and
Matchstalk Cats and Dogs,’ which
they performed wonderfully at our
Learning Showcase and parents /
carers left positive comments about
the work which they had seen.

Y4 Romans

3D Shapes
At the moment, the pupils in
Foundations@Thurcroft are really
interested in 3D shapes and enjoy
singing songs and pointing out
different shapes in the environment
and identifying if they are 2D or
3D shapes. Our topic this term in
Foundations is ‘The Great Thurcroft
Bake-off ’. We are looking at the
‘The Runaway Pancake’ story and
‘The Little Red Hen’ as well and will
be inviting our parents to a ‘stay
and play session’ on the 11th March
where we will be doing lots of messy
activities including baking.

V.E Day
Y6 have been working hard this
term preparing for their end of key
stage SATs. The pupils have been
focussing on their reading, maths,
spelling, punctuation and grammar.
Alongside all this revision work,

Last half term, Y4 thoroughly
enjoyed their topic on the Romans.
They were able to put themselves
into the role of someone living in
Britain at that time and recognise
the pupils did have the opportunity
the impact of the Roman invasion
to invite their parents and carers
on their own country. They learnt
along to the Y6 Showcase. The
about the Roman army and
pupils were very keen to show
their work and explain all they had
learned about World War 2, and the
parents were also treated to a war
themed movement routine. During
the afternoon, both the children
and their adults worked together
to produce the bunting for the
Y6 corridor celebrating V.E. Day
(Victory in Europe Day).
the weapons they used, deadly
gladiator fights and new food
During Spring term, Y5 worked that was brought from different
hard to develop their understanding countries. At the end of the topic,
of the Victorian era. Their topic they produced a fantastic learning
was launched by spending the showcase showing everything they
afternoon in a Victorian classroom have learnt to their parents and
and experiencing lessons which all the wonderful work they had
Victorian pupils would have had. created over the last half term.
As part of their learning, the pupils
Y3 Mayans
independently researched about
Victorian houses, jobs and schools. Last half term, Y3 studied the topic
of Ancient Mayans. They produced
some brilliant newspaper reports,
fact files and created some fantastic
art work which included weaving as
well as sketching in pastel.

Matchstalk Men

Springwood Junior Academy NEWS
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Dear Parents / Carers,
The Spring Term seems to
have whizzed by and Easter is
almost here! This term has seen
many wonderful events taking
place within the Academy. We
continue to go from strength
to strength. The hard work and
dedication of staff is evident
across all aspects of school life.
As one parent wrote on our
Facebook review page, ‘staff

always go the extra mile’. This is I would like to wish you a
certainly true.
wonderful Easter.
It has been lovely to see some
of the home learning tasks this Cathryn Keeton
half term, our whole school Principal
celebration events, and those
class visits that inspire so much
learning. Thank you for your
continued support.
On behalf of all the staff at
Springwood Junior Academy,

World Book Day
World Book Day was a fabulous
day – the pupils arrived to school
to see it decorated with magical
doors, purple feathers sprinkled
everywhere, flying kites, and
various clues around school.
Awe and wonder at its best! Each
class had a present to open, the
book, ‘Journey’, and activities
throughout the day were linked
to this magical picture text.
Parents, via Facebook, were
provided with the trailer so they
could find out about the book. A
few pupils have since gone out
and bought the book.

as part of World Book Week.
All the pupils enjoyed sharing
their reading with a child from
another year group!

Educational Visits

Y5 and Y6 had a fantastic trip to
Eureka in Halifax. They really
enjoyed the “All About Me” zone.
This gallery has lots of interactive
things to help learn and explore
how the body works. The pupils
tested how fit they are with
games which timed their reflexes,
World Book Week Shared
measured their strength using
Reading!
sports equipment and were able
We had a shared reading event to see what the inside of an eye

looks like. In the “Light” zone,
they used the latest technology to
record the movement of light and
created some unique images. It
was an excellent trip and we look
forward to visiting again one day.
Y2 had a wonderful visit to
The Deep. They explored the
different zones and returned to
school with heaps of knowledge
linking to their topic ‘Under the
Sea’.
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of Uluru (Ayers Rock) and
enjoyed using our Australian
Outback role play area. Well
done Y2!
FS2 have had a great science day!
They read the book “Shh Don’t
Wake the Royal Baby” and then

Science Week!
In order to celebrate British
National Science Week, with a
focus on ‘Journeys’, Springwood
held a whole School Science
Day. Each class undertook
investigations, and also explored
a scientist who undertook a
‘journey of discovery’. Y6 looked
at the life of Stephen Hawking and
his various theories, especially
that of how Black Holes were
formed. Y5 investigated how
exercise can affect concentration
and memory, and they also
explored the life of Marie
Curie and how she developed
radiotherapy as a treatment for
cancer. Y4 discovered how Zhang
Heng found a way to predict
earthquakes in the First Century
BC; they also explored a range
of mini-investigations involving
melting ice cubes using a range
of kitchen items. Y3 studied

Charles Darwin and his theory
of evolution.
worked in groups to design new
parachutes for the queen! They
predicted which material would
be the safest and then tested the
parachutes in the hall! They were
careful to ensure it was a fair
test and recorded the process on
investigation sheets! Great work
FS2!

In Key Stage 1, Y2 looked into
the life of Mary Anning, creating
their own fossils in clay using toy
dinosaurs, and then investigated
boomerangs (by added arms,
weight etc). Y1 Jan Ingenhousz
who discovered photosynthesis,
and explored what plants need
to grow. Y1 also planted cress,
tomato and pea seeds and can’t
wait to watch them grow!
Y2, linked to studying Australia,
investigated boomerangs as part
of National Science Week to find
out what would alter how well
the boomerang would fly. They
tested different sizes, materials,
weights and number of legs. They
used oil pastels to create pictures

All in all, we had a fantastic week,
carrying out investigations and
learning about a special Scientist
who undertook a tremendous
journey for the benefit of
mankind.
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Love for reading
A big thank you to the PTA, who
raised funds for each class to spend
£30 on books of their choice. We
are loving reading all the great
books that were inside this fantastic
parcel!

Reading Breakfast
Our very first Reading Breakfast
was a huge success, with over 60
parents attending. Pupils and their

parents / grandparents arrived
at school at 8am, ready to eat
breakfast. Once they had eaten,
they could read together, explore
our new story sacks, and take part
in a quiz around the school hall.

Raised Beds
We are beginning to develop the
raised bed, by planting garlic
and onions, potatoes, beans and
much more. Some great work by
the gardening club putting the old
greenhouse back to work!

Sport at Springwood
Springwood held a Y3 football
match against Aston Fence, which
the pupils really enjoyed – resulting
in a 1:1 draw.

The Y3s have enjoyed playing
with new PE equipment and
thanks to the PTA, we have a
school football kit. We can’t wait
for our next football match to
wear it with pride.

Lowedges Junior Academy NEWS
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Dear Parents / Carers,

your children and return for the academy on Monday 15th April.
Summer Term feeling refreshed
Where has the time gone! It feels
and energised; this is always a very Rebecca Scutt
like only yesterday that I was
important time of the year with Principal
sending you all season’s greetings!
external tests for Y6 pupils being a
key focus.
The Spring Term has flown by
which is a sure sign that a good
I look forward to working with you
time was had by all. I hope you all
again when pupils return to the
have a restful Easter break with

The Foundations of
Learning
Foundation Stage held a story
morning this half term where
parents were invited in to read
a story to a group of children
and then join the children in
completing follow-up activities.
Four stories were chosen and the
contents of the story sacks shared

so that children could use puppets
to help act out the story as it
was read to them. Many parents
joined staff and were more than
happy to read the stories to the
children. Consequently, parents
have been invited to come in and
be the ‘Mystery Reader’ in class
next term - watch this space!
Parents asked for staff to run
another event like this again next
half term- due to ACET’s support
for the purchase of many story
sacks, we are able to offer this
opportunity for both children
and parents.
Nursery places continue to fill
as the flexible hours offer proves
popular with parents. Unlike
many Nursery providers, at
Lowedges, we are able to admit
children as soon as they turn

three – why wait another term?
Parents are able to choose their
hours – all we ask is that hours
are booked the Friday before
the following week. Children
entitled to 30 hours can actually
receive up to 32.5 hours – hugely
convenient if parents already
have children in the academy, as
Nursery children can be dropped
off from 8.30am and collected
at 3.15pm. Why would you go
anywhere else? Limited places
are still available for the Summer
Term.
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the first class to ‘Pass Go’ on the
Lowedgesopoly game as a result of
consistently high attendance - well
done to them! Attendance across
the academy remains a priority
– we are aiming for every class to
achieve a collective attendance of at
least 96% across the academic year.

Key Stage 2

Jump!
In Y1, pupils have been learning the
skills of letter writing and so, invited
the Queen to tea! On Thursday 21st
March, the Queen did indeed visit
Lowedges Junior Academy, (AKA,
Ms Frost!) and commended pupils
for their hard work. Parents enjoyed
an afternoon of activities linked
to their child’s learning along with
refreshments fit for a Queen!
Congratulations to Miss Rushforth’s
class who won the Key Stage 1
attendance visit to ‘Jump!’ They were

across Europe which has brought
alive Science knowledge linked to
changing states of matter. Pupils
have produced some wonderful
written work relating to diaries
linked to Pompeii and have
complemented this with detailed
2D and 3D art work. The corridor
display looks wonderful.

While the Y4 pupils have had a
European-based topic, Y5 pupils
have taken a worldwide venture to
the South American continent for
their term’s learning. Work based
around the novel, ‘The Journey to
the River Sea’ has complemented
their learning about habitats
and ecosystems in the Amazon
Rainforest. Once again, parents
have seized the chance to be involved
in their child’s learning through a
creative morning where they have
worked with their children to learn
and consolidate art skills linked to
collage/ modroc and painting - I
Magna proved to be a big hit with Y4 look forward to viewing the finished
pupils last term as they concluded pieces on display.
their topic ‘Nature Strikes Back’,
with a first-hand visit related to Y6 pupils welcomed the opportunity
solids, liquids and gases. Pupils to work with their parents whilst
have been learning about volcanoes they were learning about ‘Light’.
Y3 pupils have been engrossed
in the ‘Invasions’ topic this term
and enjoyed hosting their parents
to a Roman themed banquet.
Pomegranate and porridge was
not necessarily everyone’s cup of
tea however, parents commented
positively about the opportunity to
bake with their children and enjoyed
the end results which were various
different types of bread. Parents also
passed on how impressed they were
with behaviour across the academy
during their visit.

Tasked with the challenge of making
a periscope, parents supported
their child to construct a finished
model which incorporated two
mirrors and an overall theme. I am
pleased to report that all periscopes
fulfilled their purpose! Y6 pupils
look forward to a well-deserved
residential visit which is planned to
take place shortly after the SATs, in
June.
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fair on the academy playground as
pupils were dismissed at the end
of the day. Unbelievably, nearly
£600 worth of books were sold! My
thanks once again to parents for
their unwavering support for their
children’s learning.

World Book Day 2019
Once again, pupils were able to
celebrate World Book Day by
dressing up as a character from their
favourite book In addition, this
year, pupils were asked to bring the
book along as well. Throughout the
day, random ‘reading breaks’ were
announced through an academywide bell and pupils had to stop
everything they were doing… find
their book… and read! My thanks
go to the parents for their support
with this event – almost all pupils
took part in the dress-up. My thanks
as well to staff who also entered into
the spirit of things!

To coincide with World Book
Day, a Book Fair was held in the
academy the following week. Once
again, a huge amount of parental
support was shown towards this
with nearly £500 worth of books
being sold. Later on in the term,
the ‘Book Bus’ paid a visit – a novel
way for parents to access a book

Parent Teacher
Association (PTA)

Loving the Library
Both pupils and staff at the
academy are grateful for the time
and support Mr Opie (an
academy governor) has been
able to give during the Spring
Term. Pupils have enjoyed
visiting the academy library,
having the opportunity to
learn and research more about
the topics being taught in class
with support and direction
from Mr Opie alongside their
class teacher. Due to the recent
support shown at the Book Fair
and Book Bus, funds raised
through commission will be used to
purchase new topic book resources
which pupils will have access to
both during lesson time and at
lunchtime.

As always, the PTA have been very
helpful this half term – my sincere
thanks to them. Their time and
support assisted the academy in
raising £100 during the Valentine’s
Disco and over £100 through the
sale of Harry Potter themed treats
for World Book Day.
The PTA’s efforts have also enabled
the academy to raise over £100 for
Comic Relief through a cake raffle
this term.
Just prior to breaking up for the
Easter break, the PTA worked
alongside Miss Wallis to secure a
donation of over 300 daffodils from
Morrisons in order that every child
in the academy could take home a
flower for Mother’s Day.
This year, funds raised by the PTA
will be used to purchase 30 tablets
for use in the Foundation Stage.
I am delighted to report that the
funds required are almost there
-what a fantastic support the PTA
really are!

Aughton Junior Academy NEWS
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Dear Parents / Carers,

Thank you once again
for
your
fabulous
contributions
at
Christmas. Our APA will
use this money to support
trips and additional
educational activities in
school.

Since our winter newsletter
our pupils have been
working hard as usual!
Every month they are always
excited to learn who is the
new author of the month for
KS1 and KS2 as there is a new
selection of books from the
Rotherham Schools Library
to devour.
In February we had another
of our special book weeks.
The theme for this one was
“Lost Words”- a book celebrating
all of the natural words that have
been replaced by technical ones
in the Children’s Oxford English
dictionary. Pupils wrote poems,
information booklets and potions
all celebrating otters, snakes,
kingfishers and many other birds.
Aston art department supported
us with some ideas for our artwork.
The resulting writing and artwork

World Book Day
Celebrations
As part of our drive to make
Reading more exciting and fun, we
had a fantastic magic themed book
day! It started with a proposal from
our School Council and ended with
all pupils (and staff) dressing up

We hope you have a
Happy Easter and join us
for our Easter assembly
on 11th April!
are amazing as many of you saw
when you were invited to our
Elizabeth Swindells
display. If you have not yet done
Principal
so, please visit our entrance hall
and enjoy!
Our ever- increasing Choir have
been to Young Voices for the third
year running. The standard of
singing and participation from
girls and boys is excellent and
makes our academy very proud.
in costumes of magical characters,
sharing magic themed books and
taking part in competitions on
magic themed words. Everyone
had a great time and got some
recommendations on books to read
in the future.

Y5 and Y6 also created their own
activities and stalls to raise money
through Beat the Goalie, selling
loom bands and book marks.

We raised nearly £500 with help
from our APA in organising the
events. This encourages children to
Community involvement
raise money for those children who
Once again, our friends from the need it more than we do and perhaps
local community (The Co-Op) to appreciate how fortunate they are
have agreed to sponsor our annual in life. Well done Aughton!
Easter Egg competition. This year
the theme is book characters and
the entries are already looking
spectacular.
This year for Red Nose Day we
raised the most money we have ever
done by dressing in red, completing
a sponsored run (on a very windy
day!) and by having a bake sale
which pupils could contribute to.

Aughton Junior Academy NEWS
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Terrific Learning through
our Topics
As part of their topics on
Africa in Y1 and Dear Zoo in
Foundation Stage, a mobile
zoo came to school and pupils
got the opportunity to handle
the animals.
They learned
about the groups, habitats and
characteristics of some very
exotic creatures which really
brought their topics to life.
In Y2 pupils learned about
the animals sent to space, the
Space Race and fascinating facts
about the planets for their nonchronological reports.
They
began their topic by guessing
who owned a mysterious suitcase
that was found in school; using
clues like space detectives they
figured out it was a spaceman
– Bob, The Man in the Moon –

which they thoroughly enjoyed
reading and wrote some fantastic
diaries about.
In Science they learned about
materials which they applied
when building a moon buggy in
DT. Finally, they made space
biscuits and invited their parents
to see their work and join them
for an end of topic celebration.
Y3 and Y4 went to The Deep in
Hull to get their topic of The Blue
Abyss off to a great start. Pupils
have written stories about Smiley
Shark in Y3, instructions on How
to trap a Deadly Sea Monster
in Y4. In Geography, Science
and PSHE they have learned all
about the seas and the fishing
industry and the many objects
that pollute our oceans and harm
sea creatures.

Y5 and Y6 have studied The
Frozen Kingdom, learning all
about Captain Scott and writing
diaries about his last expedition.
They have been fascinated by
the story of The Titanic, writing
non-chronological reports about
it and modelling the famous ship
in everything from lego to cake!

Temple Normanton Junior Academy NEWS
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Dear Parents / Carers,
The pupils of Temple Normanton
continue to make us proud
every day, through their hard
work, positive attitudes and the
caring they always demonstrate
towards one another.

Kingdoms. The daffodils which
the pupils planted in the park
and woodland with the Parish
Council during the Autumn
Term are now in full bloom and
look absolutely stunning. The
bonnets and egg-mobiles which
you made with your children
at home were amazing, your
encouragement and support
means so much to the children
and staff.

support which we truly
appreciate and wish you and
your families a Happy Easter on
behalf of myself and all the staff.

‘Children’s Memorial’,
which is a tribute to the 1.5
million Jewish children who lost
their lives during the Holocaust.
Following on from the trip they
explored themes of tolerance and
forgiveness, as well as producing
some truly beautiful writing

CE, and this culminated in a
lovely concert for parents. As
well as improving their singing
skills it was also a wonderful
opportunity for our pupils to
work collaboratively with pupils
from another school. The pupils
sounded wonderful, and had a
great time singing together.

Ruth Stone
Principal

The Spring term has been a busy
one with class trips, sports events
as well as exciting and engaging
topics on such diverse subjects
as Ancient Greece, Enchanted May I take this opportunity to
Woodlands
and
Frozen thank you all for this ongoing

A Childs War

As part of their topic on WW2
from a child’s perspective, Y 5/6
visited the Holocaust centre at
Newark on 8th January 2019, and
were all extremely moved by the
story of the ‘Kinder Transport’.
They got to experience ‘The
Sing2gether
Journey’ which was the story of
Leo - a German Jewish boy living
The pupils in Y1/2 participated
in Berlin. The day ended with all
in
the’Sing2gether’
project
the pupils placing a stone on the
along with pupils from Calow

Temple Normanton Junior Academy NEWS
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Chinese New Year
Parents joined us to celebrate
Chinese New Year, with dragon
dance performances from each
class. They also attended topic
share and stay and share events,
which are opportunities to see
and celebrate their children’s
work, and learn more about the
current topics being studied.

World Book Day
World Book Day was held on
Thursday 7th March this year, and
we held a ‘Story Swap’ event. This
gave pupils the opportunity to

bring in any children’s book or winner was rewarded with a £10
books they had at home and have Waterstones Book voucher.
either read or no longer want,
and swap it for a book which has
Visit to the Butterfly
been donated by another child.
House
We also had a competition for
World book Day called ‘The
Strangest Place to Read’. The
pupils handed in an image of
them reading in the strangest
place they could think of, and the

On Friday 8th March as part of
their topic work, Pupils in Y1 &
Y2 went to the Tropical Butterfly
House in Anston. They learnt
about butterfly habitats and
life cycles, along with getting
to hold some creatures that use
their senses to survive. All the
children had a truly exciting and
memorable time.

Temple Normanton Junior Academy NEWS
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PE and Sport
Following on from their balance
bike training, Foundations
and Y1 pupils took part in the
‘Early Racer’ event. Y5 and
Y6 participated with other
Derbyshire schools in a Handball
and Dodgeball festival, and the
Y3/4 pupils won the ACET Mat
Ball competition for the second
consecutive year! A number
of pupils also participated in
a Boccia event. Not only do
they excel in their sporting
endeavours, but the impeccable
behaviour of our pupils always
ensures they are noticed for the
right reasons when competing
with other schools.

an Art and Design competition
for our traditional Easter Bonnet
parade. The other was a Science
theme, where all pupils from
across the school can design and
build an ‘Egg Mobile’, a vehicle
that will be able to transport
an egg safely down a ramp and
across the hall floor. There were
first, second and third prizes
for the vehicles which travelled
the furthest distance without
Easter Celebrations
damaging their egg, and had the
Mr Wright led an assembly best designs.
on Lent, and the pupils made
Our Beautiful
wonderful commitments to help
School Grounds
others during this period. On
Thursday 11th April we visited
St. James, our village church, and The PTA have recently
the Pupils took part in an Easter purchased 4 willow
for
the
Service relating to Palm Sunday. structures
pupils to enjoy! As well
As part of our Easter as additional outside
Celebrations we had two classrooms they will give
curriculum competitions for the the pupils much needed
pupils to take part in. One was

shade during the hot summer
months. They will also benefit
our local environment because
willow absorbs carbon from the
atmosphere, causing a positive
impact on reducing our carbon
footprint. As well as encouraging
insects to flourish. The willow
will benefit future generations
of pupils at Temple Normanton
Junior Academy.

Listerdale Junior Academy NEWS
Dear Parents / Carers,
One might think that after the
hectic run-up to Christmas, the
Spring term is a mellower, quieter
time at school. Let me assure
that this is not the case; everyone
is very committed and busy
providing a huge range of learning
opportunities for the pupils.
As you can see from the articles
below, there has been plenty of

activity, and much success to
celebrate, from partnership with
local birdwatching groups and
Technology Centres, representing
the County in U11s Hockey,
enjoying Theatre in Education to
learning to ride a bicycle safely!

us when we return and we are very
proud of the effort, dedication and
preparation the pupils have put in
to be ready. For now though, on
behalf of everyone at Listerdale
Junior Academy, I wish all our
families across ACET an enjoyable
and fun Easter break.

We look forward to the Easter break
with our eyes very firmly fixed on
ensuring our pupils are on track
David Simpson
for success in all year groups; Y6
Principal
and Y2 SATs will be quickly upon

Y1 Bikeability

Cheerleading and
Gymnastics
Pupils from across school have
been brilliant at representing
our school locally at a number of
sporting events, and have made
us very proud with their effort,
enthusiasm and sportsmanship.
Five of our Lower KS2 girls
represented Wickersley Cluster
in the Rotherham Gymnastics
(Advanced) competition at St Ann’s
Leisure Centre. They had to perform
very strict and difficult routine
in two separate disciplines: floor
work and vault. They showed huge

Y1 have taken part in an exciting
Bikeability workshop this half term.
The pupils worked on developing
their skills and confidence on
a bike and were taught how to
ensure they were being sensible.
They learnt about the importance
of wearing a helmet and how to
secure their helmets so they can
enjoy their time outside on their
bikes safely and independently. All
of the children thoroughly enjoyed
this session, parents/carers were
invited into school so that they
could share their children’s biking
successes and it was a fantastic
effort and enthusiasm finishing a day full of accomplishments to
creditable fourth. Well done girls!
celebrate. Many pupils even had
the confidence to remove their
In addition, eighteen of our stabilisers and can now confidently
girls took part in the Rotherham ride without these aids which is a
Cheerleading Festival, performing fantastic achievement! Well done
an incredibly complex routine Y1 for being bike riding super stars!
involving a variety of sequences,
balances and high lifts! Coordinating and choreographing
such a number of individuals to tight
and specific timings is no easy task
and a very big thank-you to Lucy
Hunt for rising to the challenge!
Like the gymnasts, we came fourth
but had a hugely enjoyable time
performing and watching. Well
done, everyone!

Listerdale Junior Academy NEWS

Big Birdwatch
In the second week of the spring
term, Listerdale Junior Academy
took part in the RSPB Big Schools’
Birdwatch, teaming up with
members of the Rotherham and
District Ornithological Society.
Thank you to Tony Kettle, Ken
Shemwell, and Charles Silk for
bringing along their enthusiasm
and expertise to make this event a
success. We watched the birds from
the library balcony overlooking an
area of woodland. Tony brought his
telescope along, which the children
were excited to use.
Before the event we set up a feeding
area: seed and fat ball feeders were
hung in the trees and food and
water placed on the ground. We
made special birdcake, using lard,
mealworms and seed and used it
to fill holes in hanging logs. This
proved popular with the squirrels
who made us laugh with their
acrobatics, as they attempted to
eat the bird’s food, whilst hanging
upside down on the logs.
The pupils recorded a total of 21
different species of bird for the
RSPB Survey. These included longtailed tits, lesser redpoll, redwing,
a jay and a nuthatch. In addition 2
buzzards and 2 sparrowhawks put
in an appearance overhead.

In total 218 pupils
became Citizen Scientists,
recording
the
birds
they saw and as a class
submitting their data to
conservationists at the
RSPB. Everyone who took
part enjoyed the event. In
addition to finding out
about the birdlife around
school and how to identify
different types of bird, we
hope it will encourage
the pupils to take an interest in,
appreciate and protect the wildlife
around them.

Cathy Barker, outreach coordinator at the AMRC, worked
with us on the activities, which are
designed to encourage the pupils
to look at pursuing a career in
engineering and raise awareness
of the increasing benefits that
technology has on our lives.
She said, “All of the pupils have
been extremely enthusiastic, which
is wonderful. We want to inspire
young people, especially girls, to
think about becoming an engineer
later in life and this activity is
helping us to show them what
engineering is all about.”
Teacher Joe Wilson said: “The
We send a special thank you to all children are really enjoying the
our helpers from the R.D.O.S. and project and many of them now want
experts from the school community, to pursue a career in a STEM-related
without whom the event would not subject, which is great. There is
be possible and look forward to certainly a lot to inspire them, from
seeing them again next year.
using their maths skills to measure
the mazes and pathways to using
engineering in order to design and
test the structures.”

Gardening Club

Robot Rescue
Y5 pupils have been learning about
the role of rescue robots in disaster
zones thanks to the Advanced
Manufacturing Research Centre at
Waverley.
The pupils built their own mazes
out of K’NEX and constructed a
cardboard city which then became
an urban disaster zone. Using
Scratch coding they programmed
a number of robots, each with their
own names, to navigate the zone
and ‘search’ for survivors.

Now spring is here there are lots of
jobs to do in our garden. Y5 and Y4
have planted potatoes and onions
and Y1 are rising to the challenge
of making a sunflower/ sweet pea
house for our new gnome. The
broccoli (Y3) and garlic (Y5),
planted last autumn, are growing
well and our rhubarb is sprouting.
The children are already thinking
about what they could make with
the harvest later in the year.
To raise money for the garden
we have Jamaican Primrose and
Verbena plants to sell, which we
grew from cuttings last year.
Many thanks to our volunteers, Amy
Winterbottom, Jane Johnson and
Sue Ridgway for all their support.

Listerdale Junior Academy NEWS
FoLS!

Science Fair Ambassadors

This term has seen a further number
of brilliant events put on by our
excellent Friends of Listerdale
Parents Group. Thank you to them
for all their hard work (see also
the Hobgoblin article elsewhere on
these pages):
Listerdale Twitchers
We have really enjoyed working in
school this term and were delighted
to be able to assist Mrs Newsome
and school with their bird watching
event which was a real hoot with
the pupils and school staff! As well
as offering our volunteer services
we were also able purchase bird
seed and other resources to support
this activity. We saw plenty of wild
birds and the pupils were excellent
twitchers,
identifying
many
different types of bird.
Disco Fever
FOLS hosted its second disco
event of this academic year on the
7th February this term and we
were once again treated to some
fantastic dancing moves courtesy of
the children. We enjoy seeing how
much the pupils really do love these
events. Our DJ was pretty incredible
and soon had the pupils busting
new moves on the dance floor and
taking part in dance-offs and best
dancer competitions. Well done to
all those who won trophies, kindly
donated by Lucas Grindle!
Movie night
On the 28th March we held our
second movie night in school; this
is becoming a very popular event
with the pupils and we were pleased
to see them enjoy our film ‘Peter
Rabbit’ with interval refreshments.
The film was fun and entertaining
and the pupils were exceptionally
attentive and well behaved. Bring
on the next film!

Four of our Y4 Science ambassadors
attended an excellent Science
Fair during Science Week on 10th
March, hosted by Lowedges Junior
Academy. Pupils from a number
of ACET Junior Academies came
together to demonstrate their
science skills and to teach each other
science investigations that could be
taken away and shared with others
back in school. We showcased an
investigation around irreversible
chemical
change
where
we
challenged others to inflate a glove
without blowing into it, either with
your mouth or another device (eg: a
pump). Pupils were amazed at how
dropping a soda tablet into a bottle
of vinegar, with a glove stretched
over the neck of the bottle resulted
in enough carbon dioxide to inflate
the glove to the size of a balloon!
Well done to our pupils for doing
such a confident and informative
job of demonstrating this to others
and thank you to Lowedges teacher,
Miss Hinchliffe, for organising the
event and for inviting us!

ECO Council
This term the Listerdale EcoCommittee have been busy
organising Waste Week, to draw
everyone’s attention to the problems
of plastic waste and encourage them
to make an effort to reduce the
amount of single-use plastic they
use.
Our Waste Watchers introduced
the events, with a whole school
assembly. A new scheme to recycle
crisp packets, launched during
the week, has reduced our rubbish
at lunchtime and it was reduced
further on our single-use plastic
free day. Many pupils rose to the
challenge. Classes also followed a
plastic trail round school to discover

shocking facts about plastic.
The campaign culminated in a final
assembly, when each class in KS1
and KS2 presented their research
on plastic and its effect on the
environment. Finally Certificates
of Achievement were given to all
classes for taking part.
We hope our Campaign has raised
awareness of the problems of plastic
and will encourage our community
to change how they use it to
improve the environment for future
generations.

Dramatic Stuff with
Hobgoblin!
On April 4th we welcomed
Hobgoblin Theatre Company into
school where they performed two
excellent and rousing plays; ‘Perseus
and Medusa’ for KS2 pupils, and
‘The Greatest Fairy Tale Ever Told’
for Foundation Stage and KS1.
Both performances, funded by our
FoLS Parent Association team, were
brilliantly inventive with lots of
laughs and audience participation.
‘Perseus and Medusa’ brought the
world of Ancient Greek mythology
to life, with excitement, tension and
lots of derring-do! ‘The Greatest
Fairy Tale Ever Told’ was equally as
involving and brought a whole host
of favourite fairy tale characters
to life for the pupils. Thank you
to Hobgoblin for their excellent
shows and FoLS for their support in
bringing drama into school.

Brookfield Junior Academy NEWS
Dear Parents / Carers,
Spring is already here and the dark
mornings and nights are changing
which makes it easier to get up for
school in a morning!
This term our school councillors
have been supporting pupils
throughout school to ‘use their
voice’ by offering opinions and
ideas through their suggestion
boxes in class so that school council
can then discuss these ideas in their
weekly meetings. Members of the
School Council led an assembly
for the whole school, emphasising
the importance of democracy in
school.
Our school’s Eco-council are ready
to achieve their BRONZE AWARD!
We have chosen our three areas to
focus on this year.
The first one of these is LITTER.
On Tuesday 26th March we hosted
a ‘BIG SCHOOL CLEAN-UP’. We
are also making links with the Local
Authority and local community
groups to become involved in the
wider environmental issues.
Our reading club have produced
posters for our school library
and are going to be looking at the
‘rights of a reader’ and sharing
this in school. They have created
a fantastic display in the main
entrance.
Around 50 pupils and their
families joined school staff, school
governors, local councillors and
the manager from Swinton Co-op
for a Valentines Walk to school.
Chris - manager of Swinton Coop - provided ‘Be Bright, Be Seen’
badges for all pupils taking part.

Pupils then enjoyed a healthy
Valentines breakfast, provided by
the Co-op and homemade valentine
biscuits made by a member of staff.
Thank you to all who came and
especially to the Co-op in Swinton!

favourite characters from books
and films for the day. A whole school
assembly was held and there was an
array of Superheroes, Princesses,
Disney characters, and many
more. There were many fun events
throughout the day; best dressed
competition, creative bookmark
competition, book swap, buddy
reading afternoon and our very
first movie night. Not to leave the
parents out we ran a competition
asking parents to send photos in of
them reading in unusual places.

Pupils are rocking their times
tables at Brookfield! We are
currently in the Top 10 of local
schools on TT Rockstars. Teachers
remain undefeated in the Battle
of the Bands! However, a Y5 pupil
is the quickest in the school at
answering questions, with a time of
0.90 second, that is impressive!
Have a fantastic Easter Break!
Brookfield turned into ‘Bookfield’ Andrea Liversidge
to celebrate World Book Day! Staff Principal
and pupils dressed up as their

Brookfield Junior Academy NEWS
F1 were very excited to have a
visitor from Maltby library service
come to read us a story. The pupils
were exceptionally well behaved and
enjoyed joining in, particularly with
the repeated refrains. The pupils
had the opportunity to discuss their
favourite stories and what they like
about them.

NatWest Moneysense

class wedding whilst learning about
families and Christian celebrations.

Pupils in Key Stage 2 took part
in another NatWest Moneysense
workshop. It was all about fraud
and how to be vigilant to prevent
being a victim of fraud. The pupils
were engaged and showed fantastic
understanding throughout the
sessions. The volunteers from
NatWest Bank were extremely
impressed with their knowledge,
questioning and manners.

They designed their own invitations,
wedding cake and buffet. It was a
fabulous celebration to see how
confident the pupils were in acting
out the wedding in front of their
friends and families. Every child
had a responsibility and all the
pupils were extremely proud of
what they had achieved.

The school has been officially
accredited as a NatWest Moneysense
school and we look forward to
working with NatWest in the future.

Y1 wedding
On the 13th February at 1:00pm,
Y1 planned and prepared their own

Community Links

F2 have been doing lots of learning
through baking! We have made lots
of different types of food - pizza,
buns, biscuits and cornflake buns.
The pupils have been writing out
the recipes and keeping a tally of
how many teachers wanted some of
their baking. We have been using
lots of different maths skills such
as weighing, measuring, adding,
taking away, counting, counting
in twos, time and we have even
been thinking about money as the
pupils charged the teachers for the
baking they wanted. The pupils
have also enjoyed observing and
talking about some of the changes
that happen when making different
foods but they have especially
enjoyed tasting the food.

As part of Fair Trade week, the Co
– Operative supermarket kindly
donated bananas for the whole Y3 & Y4 USA enrichment
school. Pupils enjoyed the healthy
day
snack at break time. Y6 enjoyed
learning about Fair Trade as part of During the Spring term, Y3 and
4 have enjoyed an exciting topic
their “Chocolate” topic.
“USA”. They had an enrichment
Foundation
day in school where they made
American hamburgers, created
some fantastic artwork inspired
by the USA and made houses for
a little toy with their parents. This
was inspired by their class text, “The
Indian in the Cupboard.”

Brookfield Junior Academy NEWS

A Royal Visit
Ellie and Oliver met some Royal
visitors when they ‘dropped in’
by helicopter. What a wonderful
experience and a great privilege.
Hope you told them all about
Brookfield!

were two winners and four runners
up. All of the winners received
wonderful prizes and the two
winners will go on to visit the site
later in the year to see how bagels
are made…yummy!
Y6 reading project
Y6 pupils were presented with
their accredited certificate from
the University of London for
successfully completing the Arts
Award project – The War Horse.
Pupils worked with members of
the School Library Service one
afternoon a week for six weeks.
They completed work at home and
in school. The text linked to our
class topic at the time “World War.”

World Book Day Event
Brookfield Junior Academy was
asked to join in a very special
drawing competition by one our
local community businesses; The
New York Bagel Company. The
pupils were all asked to design a
Christmas card, which featured
bagels that the company would
then use as their yearly card. There

English Institute of Sport
Pupils in Y2 and Y5 enjoyed an
active day at the English Institute of
Sport. They took part in a variety of
sports and activities throughout the
day such as various athletic events,
rugby and football.

MFL Day in school
What a wonderful day we had. Every
child dressed up in the colours
of the French flag, experienced
making and eating crepes and had
a taste of some traditional French
treats whilst learning about various
artists, history and the geography
of France. A huge well done to all
the pupils and staff, the costumes
were amazing!

Langwith Basset Junior Academy NEWS
Dear Parents / Carers,
Our second term has been as
positive and busy as the first.
Pupils and staff have been
involved in a whole range of
fun events, all supporting our
varied curriculum. There’s lots
more about those events in this
newsletter. I hope you enjoy
reading all about them. It was
in this term that we also held
our first ACET Trust Oscars

Castle Jousting Day!
In Classes One and Two we have
been learning all about castles.
Our knights and princesses
turned out for a regal day of
banquets and jousting. Parents
joined us in the afternoon; they
cheered and waved house banners
to support our competitors. A
great time was had by all!

event. I know that many parents
were incredibly proud of their
brilliant children, as were we.
Oscars afternoon was great fun
and incredibly posh. We look
forward to hosting the same

event next year after such
positive feedback. Easter is now
almost upon us so can I take this
opportunity, on behalf of staff
and governors, to wish you all a
very Happy Easter.

Clare Gratton
Principal

Langwith Basset Junior Academy NEWS
Stone Age Workshop

Drumming Workshop
A whole day of whole –
school drumming! We had
so much fun! Each class had
time to drum in the hall, we
all practised on drum pads
which we have now bought
for our playground. Every day,
at lunchtimes and break, we
play music and drum together.
Drumming allows us to work
as a team and keeps us fit.
Great news all round!

Science event at
Lowedges Junior
Academy
Our Y4 pupils attended The
Academy Science Event at
Lowedges. They had lots of fun
experimenting together and
sharing their experiments and
findings with other academies.
A lot of great science learning
went on that afternoon and
the children arrived back
incredibly enthusiastic.

All of our pupils in Key Stage
Two enjoyed a brilliant Stone
Age science workshop. They
excavated for fossils and bones
and artefacts, explored what
was found and researched the
era in which the artefacts would
have been present. Pupils
also had the opportunity to
make clay bowls. (which were
a huge success). A real life
archaeologist came into school
to work with the pupils. What
a great day!

Langwith Basset Junior Academy NEWS

new ACET houses. Lots of
people at home supported,
(a huge thank you), and we
enjoyed sharing our findings
Big Bang Fair at
with everyone. Mums, Dads,
Birmingham
Aunties, Uncles, Grandads
To further support our and Grandmas came to see our
academy’s focus on science, learning and we all learned
our Science Ambassadors were lots!
lucky enough to attend The
Big Bang Fair in Birmingham.
They collected lots of great
ideas to bring back to school
to support the further
development of science. We
are all hoping they have lots of
ideas, all ready to go!

Homework Event
For our homework event we
explored the meaning of our

Puzzle Day
We had a great day of solving
puzzles, working together as a
team. We learned a lot about
strategic thinking and how
maths helps us in everyday
life. The puzzles were great
fun and absolutely everyone
was involved. We bought some
puzzles to use in our classes
and on the playground so that
the fun can continue.

Aston Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will make a difference”

Dear Parents / Carers,
It is hard to believe that another very
busy and productive term at Aston
Academy is already coming to an
end! I would first like to take this
opportunity to thank all parents and
carers for your continued support
throughout this term in helping us
to ensure the best outcomes for our
young people; thank you in particular
for your support in ensuring that
students attend well, are punctual,
arrive in the correct uniform and
are fully equipped. After the Easter
break, we will continue to apply our
high expectations and, as always, will
contact you should we need your
support with any of these areas.
We have been extremely proud
of our students and their many
achievements this term! When
visiting lessons around the academy,
it is always a delight to see how well
engaged students are with their

learning and how enthusiastically
they access the wide variety of
learning opportunities across the
curriculum. So many of our students
give us reason to be immensely proud
on a day to day basis, through their
hard working and conscientious
approach to their studies, and the
contribution that they make to our
academy community. As always, this
week, we will be celebrating some
outstanding student achievements
during our end of term assemblies.

time sessions as well as a number of
sessions which are taking place over
the Easter break. We do appreciate
your support in encouraging your
child to take advantage of these
opportunities.
May I take this opportunity to wish
all of our students, parents and carers
a very happy and restful Easter break.
Yours faithfully,

Our Y11 and Y13 students have Dominic Curran
demonstrated exceptional levels Principal
of hard work, commitment and
resilience this term, as we draw
closer to the summer examination
period: as always, we are very much
looking forward to celebrating their
successes with them in August! Year
11 and post 16 staff are providing a
range of additional revision sessions
and extra revision resources,
including after school and lunch

Duke of
Edinburgh practice
expedition
Last weekend a group of
43 Y9, and 6 Y12 students
took part in the Bronze and
Silver practice expedition
in the Peak District.
Students learnt skills
such as pitching a tent,
cooking on a stove and
navigating the footpaths.
Everyone who took part
had a fantastic time and a
lot of students are already
looking forward to the real
expedition which will take
place at the start of the
next school year.

Aston Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will make a difference”

Cutlers Challenge 2019
Aston Academy students are
continuing
their
fundraising
efforts, this time by participating
in the Masters Cutlers Challenge
2019. The challenge gives £50 to
participants across Sheffield and
Rotherham, and asks them to use
this to generate as much money
as possible. The winnings are then
donated to St Lukes and Rotherham
Hospice.
So far, a group of talented and
hardworking
students
have
dedicated their dinner breaks to
holding cake sales, “guess the name
of the teddy”, “guess the weight
of the sweets” and a tombola of
beauty products and Easter treats.
After just a few weeks, the students
have managed to raise a staggering
£273.12. Well done guys!
Our budding entrepreneurs have
more exciting events planned over
the next few months, with the aim
to raise a total of £2,000 for St Luke’s
and Rotherham Hospice when
the challenge finishes on the 20th
September 2019. Even the teachers
have decided to get involved, with
the PE staff holding a penalty shoot-

out on the 5th April. Thank you to
everyone who has got involved so
far and good luck to our students!

Maths whizzkids figure
their way into a European
challenge
Three Aston students are waiting
to find out if they are among the
sharpest maths minds in Europe
after they were invited to take part
in the largest arithmetic contest in
the world.
Sam Levick, Elliot Slack and Beth
Halma are on tenterhooks after
having represented the school in the
prestigious European Intermediate
Kangeroo contest, an online maths
competition involving millions of
students across the continent.
It is the first year that three students
from the academy have been entered
into the invitation only contest in
the same year, which is their reward
for having won gold awards in the
United Kingdom Mathematics’
Trust’s Intermediate Mathematical
Challenge 2019.
A record-breaking 24 Y9 and Y10
students from the academy won
awards in the challenge but only
those who win gold awards – putting

them in the top 1% of the 600,000
or so students who took part in the
initial contest - are invited through
to the next stage.
The competition, which is run by
the Kangourou sans Frontieres
organisation, is a Europe-wide
competition involving more than
three million school students aged
five to 18 from 37 countries.
It involves completing an hour-long
multiple-choice paper, is extremely
fierce and the prize on offer is a
highly sought after Merit certificate,
which is only awarded to the top
25%.
The rest receive a participation
certificate and a key fob for taking
part.
The
questions
require
that
participants use their skill and
deduction to work out a series of
fiendishly difficult maths puzzles,
including identifying the next
numbers in sequences or using
geometry to work out the length of
sides in a triangle.
James Duncan, Assistant Vice
Principal and Head of maths said:
“We have had some brilliant results
in the competition this year and this
is the first time that we have had
three students progress through to
the next stage.
“All three of them are extremely
hard-working and getting through
to the next round puts them in a
very exclusive club. The problems
they have solved so far are well
beyond GCSE maths and you have
to have a natural talent for maths to
get this far.
“They will go up against the best
students in Europe so we’re very
proud of them and can’t wait to see
how they get on in the next round.”

Aston Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will make a difference”

Ana-Maria Micu

VIVIT semi synthetic
dissection trip

On the 5th April a group of 19 Y12
students took part in a visit to Sheffield
Hallam University. Students who are
currently undertaking a science or
a BTEC subject post 16 had to apply
to take part. The visit gave students
the opportunity to look at what
Sheffield Hallam University was like
as well as well as taking part in a live
semi synthetic dissection. VIVIT
was an idea initially on Dragons Den
developed to help students learn about
human anatomy. VIVIT uses anatomy
of spent swine origin to teach how the
human body functions. Students who
were interested in a career in medicine
or forensics took part in the activity
and were able to touch and feel the
dissection of the major anatomical
cavities and their organs and organ
systems. Everyone who took part felt
that it was a brilliant educational
opportunity and felt it really benefited
them.

HE+ Cambridge Trip
On the 20th March, eleven of our
Y12 students took part in a visit
to the University of Cambridge as
part of the HE+ super-curricular
enrichment programme. During
the visit, students attended subject
masterclasses by University of
Cambridge academics, took part
in a tour of Homerton College, and
received advice from admissions staff
and current students on how to make
a successful application and what
studying at Cambridge is like. The HE+
programme aims to extend students’
understanding of their courses beyond
the A Level syllabus, and develop skills
which will help them when applying
to highly selective universities such as
Oxford and Cambridge.

A Newly Appointed Head Boy
/ Head Girl!
We are delighted to be able to announce
that the governors have appointed
a new Head Boy and Head Girl; our
congratulations go to Winko KyawOo
and Ana-Maria Micu.
Thanks go to our outgoing team: Tom
Rogers (Head Boy), Ella ArmstrongBarker (Head Girl) and members of our
Student Leadership Team: Christopher
Owen and Joshua Foster for all of their
commitment and hard work during the
course of this last academic year!

Hi everyone, my name is Ana-Maria
Micu, I’m the Head Girl! I’m also a Y12
student studying A-level Psychology,
Physics, Mathematics and Further
Mathematics. I’m Romanian, and I
moved to the UK just a year ago, so I’m
still getting used to being here, but so far
I enjoy it! What I’d like to do is to create
and maintain a balanced environment
for both students and staff alike, and to
make everyone feel welcome and safe
in our lovely Academy.

Winko KyawOo
Hello, I’m Winko, I am a Y12 Student
at Aston Academy studying Maths,
Chemistry and Biology. As Head
Boy, I aim to implement a more
environmentally conscious recycling
system in our school, as well as to be a
mediator that listens to my peers and
relays requests to the Leadership Team,
to the best of my ability. My hope is that
I will leave Aston making a big impact!

Swinton Academy NEWS
“Everybody doing everything possible to help every student succeed in every way”

Dear Parents / Carers,

We are delighted to be able to share
with you, in the Newsletter below, a
number of special events which have
taken place over the last term and
which reflect our commitment to
ensure that all our students have the
chance to participate in many extracurricular activities and opportunities.
We are also very proud of the way that
our sporting stars are representing us
so well as they excel in their sporting
disciplines.
Our students also continue to make
excellent progress towards their
academic goals, with special reference
to our Y11 and Y13 students who
are approaching the exam season
with such determination, effort and
commitment. We wish them all the
best of luck with their exams and with
continued success Post 16 and 18. We
are proud of them all.

We are also delighted to announce that
we continue to benefit from the capital
funding secured by the trust. Last year
saw £260, 000 spent on new windows
and heating in the Creighton building
as well as repairs to roofs, doors and
drains. Following the Easter break we
will see another significant investment
of £410, 000 being spent to improve
windows in the Wentworth building
and refurbish student toilets and
changing rooms. Money has also been
used to further improve IT facilities
and we look forward to receiving our
new laptop trolley containing 30 new
laptops very soon. Staff will be able
to book this resource to use with their
classes. This investment by the trust
is certainly starting to update and
transform our school building.

After the Easter holiday students in
Y11, 12 and 13 will be only 2 weeks
away from the start of their public
examinations. It is therefore, even
more essential that they demonstrate
resilience,
commitment
and
determination during all lessons,
intervention sessions and whilst
completing independent revision at
home.

On Friday 1st March, Megan Hamilton
Y7, became the first ever student
from Swinton Academy to exceed 300
Conduct points, therefore earning her
Platinum Badge. This is an outstanding
achievement and we are very proud of
her. We are expecting other students to
reach this significant achievement very
soon.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if
you have any questions or suggestions.

Yours faithfully,
Rebecca Hibberd
Principal

May we also take this opportunity
to thank you for ensuring that our
students attend regularly, arrive on

Exam Preparation

Student Success

time, are smartly presented and well
equipped for a day’s work. This all
makes a significant difference to the
work ethic and progress of all our
students. May we also wish you all a
very happy Easter break. Enjoy the
time with your family and friends.

It is our expectation that for all Y11 and
Post 16 students the school day should
finish at 4pm; it has been inspiring to
see so many students taking advantage
of the after school revision sessions
offered by all faculties in the weeks
leading up to Easter.
The academy will also open for revision
over the Easter holidays (including
identified Saturdays). An extensive
range of subject sessions are being
offered on a daily basis (details of which
can be found on our school website).
Students should carefully plan the
sessions they would like to attend and
make the most of this time to support
preparation for their exams. The work

completed over Easter will be of great
benefit to the progress they make so
please ensure your child attends.
We would like to take this opportunity
to wish all our students the very best of
luck in their public examinations and
look forward to celebrating with them
on examination results morning:
•Post 16 result collection morning –
Thursday, 15th August 2019: 8am until
10am
•GCSE result collection morning –
Thursday, 22rd August 2019: 8am until
11am
Results can only be collected by persons
other than the student if confirmation
is given to the Examinations officer,
Alison Newell, prior to the date of the
results. anewell@swintonacademy.org
The nominated person may be asked
to show identification when collecting
the results. Any results not collected
by midday on Thursday, 22rd August
will be posted to the address details on
the student’s file.

Swinton Academy NEWS
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Swinton Academy Awards
On Wednesday, 27th March, Swinton
Academy enjoyed a Hollywood
themed awards evening in the style
of the ‘Oscars’. Proud parents, carers
and family members attended the
third annual Oscars award evening to
celebrate the success of students from
Y7-11. The academy’s Wentworth Hall
was transformed, complete with red
carpet, photographers and golden
Oscar statuettes. Students had been
nominated by teaching staff for their
resilience, progress and talent in a
number of categories; attendance,
community, writing, maths, science,
sport, the arts and academic progress.
Students collected their awards
from Governors who commented
how inspiring it had been to meet
our wonderful students. There was a
musical interlude when our talented
pianist Jacob Christie Y10, played
a melody of Queen songs, featured
in their own Oscar winning film –
‘Bohemian Rhapsody’. In keeping with
the movie theme everyone enjoyed
popcorn and refreshments after the
event. There was even a photo booth
to get a Hollywood style photo by our
own paparazzi. We are very proud of
the students listed below and a special
mention for our Y11 student, Matthew
Davies, who received the award for
Overall Student of the Year.
Attendance
Ethan Kopiowski Y11
Community
Edana Munnik Y9
Sports		
Luke Stables Y7
Arts		
Sophie Bailey Y10
Mathematics
Harry Brayshaw-Briggs Y8
Writing		
Charlotte Boote Y10
Science		
Jamie Rollett Y11
Greatest Progress Tessa Brook Y11
Student of the Year Matthew Davies Y11

With thanks to Jacob Christie Y10 for
his musical performance.

Careers at Swinton
Academy
Swinton Academy was delighted
to welcome Boeing and AMRC
engineering to work with our Y7 and
Y8 girls. The girls where challenged to
use 3D printers to create an object that

could be used to help mend a broken
bone; in this case it was an injury to the
human skull. The girls used computer
aided design (CAD) to measure, design
and modify an artificial implant that
could be used to mend the skull. From
the final design the students used a 3D
printer to create the implant and fit it
into the skull. It was a great learning
opportunity to use these advanced
pieces of equipment and the group
felt a great sense of achievement when
their design was being printed. The
girls also learnt about the huge array of
jobs and industries that use this type of
engineering.
We also welcomed the BBC into
the academy to lead an interactive
workshop with all students in Y9 and
Y10. The BBC brought along a Capital
radio DJ, a leading senior BBC makeup artist and the assistant producer for
BBC sport. Our visitors inspired the
students with details and stories about
how they eventually got into these
‘dream’ jobs. They spoke at length
about resilience, being determined
and having a strong will to work and
progress to get to where you want to
be. Our students were also given the
opportunity to ask questions about our
guest’s careers and heard stories about
the various celebrities they had been
working with recently.
On Wednesday, 13th February Y7
students also participated in two
STEM/Enterprise events. The girls
took part in a STEM day, ‘Reach for
the Sky’, led by members of the RAF, in
the hope of encouraging more girls to
embark upon an engineering pathway
in the future. Students were placed into
groups and given objects such as bubble

wrap, plastic sheeting,
bamboo and bottles. They
then had to devise as many
ideas as they could for their
individual object as to how
it might help them if they
were in a disaster area.
In the afternoon the girls
were challenged further
by being asked to design
and build a helicopter
with working lights using
newspaper for their structure. The
designs were fantastic and staff from
both the Academy and the RAF were
very impressed.
The Y7 boys enjoyed a special Enterprise
Day where they were asked to put their
creativity to the test. The boys were set
the challenge of designing a brand new
lunch box to promote healthy eating,
but the challenge didn’t end there. They
not only needed to use their design
skills to produce a detailed drawing of
their creation but were also tasked with
costing the materials for production
and writing and delivering a persuasive
speech. Each group presented to their
peers and staff and were definitely
put to the test ‘Dragons’ Den’ style.
The boys relished the opportunity to
work in small groups to develop their
literacy and numeracy skills as well
as their creativity. It was a pleasure to
see the boys working collectively and
competitively in such good spirits.

Visit to Buddhist Centre
On Friday, 1st March, 79 Y8 RE students
visited the Sheffield Buddhist Centre
in Walkley. Students were guided
through the morning by ordained
Buddhists and learned about essential
Buddhist beliefs, symbols and the life
of the Buddha. They learned about how
wisdom and compassion are at the heart
of Buddhism. Students also had a go
at meditating, many for the first time.
It was a memorable and interesting
trip for us all and the students were
outstanding ambassadors for Swinton
Academy.

Swinton Academy NEWS
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Y5 Activity Day – ‘Forensic
Fun’
In February, 185 very excited Y5
students were asked to don their
detective caps, put on their best
Sherlock Holmes impression and solve
a crime using their scientific skills.
During the course of the day pupils
from St Thomas CofE Primary,
Swinton Fitzwilliam, Brookfield Junior
Academy, Swinton Queen Primary and
Kilnhurst Primary School had to piece
together the clues to determine who
had stolen our two precious tortoises,
Petri and Bunsen. Fortunately for
us, the perpetrator had left behind
vital clues at the scene of the crime
and so students were able to measure
the footprint, test the fibres that had
been caught on the window, conduct
a flame test, check fingerprints and
the spilt liquids as well as using
chromatography to check the ink used
in the ransom letter.
Students were engaged and enthused
throughout the whole of the day as
they got to use scientific equipment
that many have never used before;
an experience I’m sure they’ll never
forget.
The Forensic Fun day is always the
taster session that students remember;
they love the idea of solving a crime
and helping to return the tortoises to
safety. The added entertainment of
‘arresting’ the culprit at the end of the
day just ensures that everyone leaves
with a smile on their face.

Blood Brothers – Theatre
visit
Our KS4 students recently had the
exciting opportunity to watch a
fantastic live theatre production of

‘Blood Brothers’ at The Lyceum Theatre
in Sheffield. Their representation of the
academy was exemplary to the extent
that a member of the viewing public
felt compelled to write to the Principal
expressing her delight: “Be proud of
them! Thank you for the respect you
showed the cast and the other people
in the audience” was just part of her
lovely letter, one, which filled us with
pride.
Yet again, the live performers gave an
incredibly moving depiction of this
moving tale; reminding us once again
why this text retains its importance in
the national curriculum.

We would like to pass on our
congratulations to our Y13 students,
Lucas Bury, Lauren Otley, Lewis
Pursglove, Harry Smith and Josh
Bennett who, through hard work and
determination, have achieved the
prestigious Duke of Edinburgh Silver
award. This is a fantastic achievement!
As part of our Post 16 PHSCE
programme,
Sheffield
Hallam
University have visited the Academy
twice to discuss life at University and
budgeting and finance skills for young
people. This was certainly something
our students appreciated and learnt
from.
After Easter we will be fast approaching
the external examinations and we
would like to take this opportunity to
wish all our Post 16 students the very
best of luck and thank them for all
their hard work and commitment.

World Book Day
The English faculty were immensely
proud of the way the students
conducted themselves; they were a
credit to the academy!

Yet another fantastic World Book Day
at Swinton Academy this March.

Post 16
It has been another very busy term for
our Post 16 students. Y13 students
are fully focused on their forthcoming
summer examinations and ensuring
all university or apprenticeship
applications are complete. Our Y12
students are now considering their
future pathways and careers and the
UCAS process begins in earnest for
them in June when we will be delivering
a career and university meeting.

We were so impressed with the creativity
of Y7 and Y8 students as they created
their own ‘Animagus’ characters in the
style of Harry Potter. Bookmarks were
designed for a competition and we now
have a superb bookshelf brimming
with our students’ favourite books as
all our Y7 – Y10 students created their
own book spines and front covers.
‘Reading is Power’!

Shirebrook Academy NEWS
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Dear Parents / Carers,
I always make a point of telling
anyone who will listen that schools
are about so much more than
exams. A fully rounded education is
about learning from a whole range
of experiences and activities and I
think our newsletters prove that at
Shirebrook Academy we take this
commitment to education in its
broadest meaning very seriously.
Of course exams are important
because those qualifications are the
passports to the next stage in life
whether that is an apprenticeship
or further or higher education. We
are all fully focussed on helping
our Y11s prepare for their GCSEs

Heroes amongst us…
Five teenagers who helped rescue
a man from a burning house in
Shirebrook have been honoured
for their bravery.
Shirebrook
Academy
Y11
students Farren Walters, Archie
Ashton, Josua Jope, Liam Gladwin
and Brandon Butler were all
given official commendations
by Derbyshire Fire and Rescue
Service for displaying heroism in
the incident last month.

which start in earnest after Easter
and I have been really impressed by
the way that they have approached
their final few weeks at Shirebrook
Academy.
However, we all know that your
character and actions say much
more about you than grades and
certificates so I am especially proud
of the five boys in Y11 who came to
the rescue when they saw a house
fire a few weeks ago – you can read
the story in full in this newsletter.
Remarkably, a few weeks after this
happened I took a call from a local
resident praising four more of our
Y11s who had come to her aid when
she had a chip pan fire so take a bow
Ian Duell, Callum Cooke, Zakk
Humphries and Matt Scott.

The students’ selfless actions saw
them help two off-duty police
officers lift a bedridden pensioner
to safety after he became trapped
in his home when fire broke out.
The boys had been walking to the
train station when they spotted
smoke billowing from the roof
of a bungalow on Rockley Way.
While they were standing outside
the front door, they heard cries for
help coming from the garden and
they jumped over the fence. There
they found a couple struggling

When we hear so many negative
things in the media about young
people it is heart-warming to be
able to celebrate the selflessness
and community spirit of these
young men.
Whatever you have planned I
hope you have a great Easter and
I look forward to sharing more
stories with you next term. In the
meantime keep an eye on our
website and follow us on twitter (@
shireacademy) for the latest news.
Yours faithfully,
Mark Cottingham
Principal

to wheel the man, who was
confined to his bed, out of the
back door and so they helped to
lift him out of the building and
to safety. Firefighters arrived
to extinguish the blaze, which
had started in a tumble dryer
and spread to the roof space of
the building. Firefighters and
representatives from Derbyshire
Constabulary paid a visit to the
academy to give the teenagers
their commendations.
We were very proud to welcome
representatives from Derbyshire
Fire and Rescue Service and the
Derbyshire Constabulary to our
school. “Farren, Archie, Josua,
Liam and Brandon showed that
they were not the type of people
who stand back in someone
else’s hour of need and they
all thoroughly deserve to be
recognised for their bravery and
compassion.”

Shirebrook Academy NEWS
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“Several people told us how such
visits had changed their lives,
including someone who grew up
in a disadvantaged community in
Lancashire and is now a member of
the European Commission.”
While they were in London, Mr
Edwards and Mr Cottingham also
got a glimpse into the busy comings
and goings of MPs working at the
very heart of the UK’s democracy.

Parliament and Pride
James Edwards, head of modern
foreign languages here at Shirebrook
Academy, travelled to the Houses of
Parliament to represent his school
at a meeting held to discuss why
fewer UK students are taking part
in foreign exchange visits.
Mr Edwards was invited to speak
about the school’s plans to hold what
is believed to be its first-ever foreign
exchange visit at a meeting of the
All-Party Parliamentary Group on
Modern Languages, which took
place on Monday, February 25.
The meeting, which was chaired by
Baroness Coussins, was organised
to look at the challenges teachers
face in organising international
exchanges, which are falling out
of favour with schools across the
country.
Only 30% of state schools currently
take part in exchange visits, but the
academy is bucking the trend by
teaming up with a school in Toulon,
in the South of France, which is
sending 11 students to Shirebrook
next month, with 10 Academy
students set to make a reciprocal
visit in May.
Mr Edwards, who travelled to

He said: “It’s an interesting time
to visit Parliament and we saw a
few demonstrators outside holding
London with principal Mark placards both for and against Brexit,
Cottingham, spent around 10 while we passed the Labour MPs
minutes talking about the school’s Diane Abbott and Yvette Cooper on
plans, in amongst presentations our way to the meeting.
from the British Council and “It was not lost on us that we
Anglo-European
School,
a were discussing something that
specialist foreign language academy promoted a positive relationship
in Essex which organises around 16 with Europe while elsewhere in the
exchange trips every year.
same building, discussions were
Also attending the meeting were
MPs, peers and representatives
from other schools and universities,
who were able to ask questions
during the event.

taking place about how we can sever
our political ties.

“It’s an extremely big and busy place
and fascinating to think that next
door, or in the next corridor, people
He said: “The whole day was an were making huge decisions that
incredible experience and we will have an influence on the future
were both extremely proud that of the whole country.”
Shirebrook Academy had been
invited to talk about such an
important issue.
“I spoke about the hurdles schools
have to overcome to organise trips,
but also spoke about how fantastic
our students and their parents have
been in buying into the idea of taking
part in our first trip and agreeing to
host an overseas student.
“The opportunity to experience
living with a family in another
country can be life-changing, while
hosting a visit can make you reflect
on your culture and local area
through different eyes.

Shirebrook Academy NEWS
“A community of inspiration, excellence and opportunities for all to grow”

a fascinating talk about her
interest in cosmetics and the
growth of her business, then
students got the chance to use
their own science skills to create
their own soap product.

a staff dressing up competition
and it was down to the students
to guess which book character
they were dressed as.

Street Wise Winner
A recent competition run by
Keepmoat Homes to name a
new street on their Meadow
STEM (Science,
View development was won by
Technology, Engineering,
our very own Y9 student, Josh
Mathematics)
Ragsdale. Josh came up with the
tranquil name of Hummingbird Special thanks go to WHSmith
During recent STEM activities,
Drive and wins himself a £50 for letting us have the WBD
Y9 took part in IRail workshops
Amazon voucher.
free books which we were able
in school, exploring the wide
to distribute during our special
range of careers available in the
World Book Day assembly for
Rail Industry – one of the largest
Y7. Our newly formed Reading
employment sectors in the East
Advocates who are our Book
Midlands. The most popular
Club members presented and
session was the ‘blindfold robot
recommended their favourite
challenge’ which tested students’
books during the assembly.
communication skills. The next
Teachers also chose a book from
day a team of 3 Y9students
the WBD collection to talk about
represented the Academy at the
in a bid to help students pick
Derbyshire IRail event, hosted at
the appropriate book for them.
Pride Park Stadium in Derby. The
There were lots of fun, games
day involved a visit to Network
and activities throughout the
Rail and a team challenge –
Worldbook
morning including a reading
to build a model bridge that
picnic. Mrs Carroll invited
would hold a model train for 30 We celebrated World Book Day
students who were doing well
seconds. Our team’s design had in style at Shirebrook Academy.
in their Accelerated Reader
the strength to hold the train The day started with the amazing
activities to read books and take
for 1 minute 30 seconds, but tune of “Gotta Keep Reading” as
quizzes online to collect points
unfortunately tough competition a bell, a very fitting lyric for the
and achieve certification. There
on the day meant they just lost occasion which made students
dance their way to lesson with a were certificates and prizes
out on the big prize.
positive attitude. Everyone got awarded to celebrate.
Another Y9 group attended a
involved in the Book Quiz, staff
Sparks lecture at Chesterfield
recorded audio clips of their
College by Flow Adepoju,
favourite books for the students
BSc (Hons) Cosmetic Science
to listen to during tutor time and
graduate,
entrepreneur
students had to guess the title of
and founder of cult beauty
the book being read. We also had
brand MDMflow. Flow gave

ACET PE AND SPORT
Sports News January-March
Swinton Academy Physical Education
and Sport.
The spring term has proven to be a very
successful time for our extra-curricular
clubs. In particular, we have had great
individual and team achievements.
We are very proud of all our students
who represent the academy with great
determination, resilience and sporting
ability. It has been wonderful to
welcome so many students to our daily
extra-curricular clubs each week. We
would like to extend a welcome to any
student who has not yet joined one of
our clubs. The details of all our clubs
can be found on our website or by
speaking to a member of the PE faculty.
Everyone is welcome. A great chance
to make new friends, stay healthy and
achieve.
Swinton Academy sport making its
mark in Rotherham and beyond.
Football
Girls football continues to thrive at
Swinton Academy. Our Y7/8 Girls
Football Squad have had a remarkable
season winning regularly against other
Rotherham schools. We think they
can now claim to be one of the best
school teams in Rotherham. The girls
are also taking on schools outside our
borough, competing on a national
level and have qualified for the 4th
round of the National Girls’ football
cup. This is an amazing achievement
and something the girls should be very
proud of. The girls have benefited from
expert coaching from Miss Aspinall
as well as professional coaching from
our partners – Rotherham United
Women’s FC. They will certainly be in
the running for team of the year in our
sports awards later in the summer.
Swinton Academy boys are also
representing the academy with pride.
Our Y10 Football team are leading
the way and have secured a place in
Rotherham School’s Cup Final. To
achieve this, they had to beat a number
of other Rotherham secondary
schools. The quarter final was a local
derby against a very strong Wath

Comprehensive School side, away at
Wath. We were delighted that Swinton
Academy triumphed 5-3. They then
played Oakwood in the Semi –Finals,
winning 5-3. The boys practise their
football every single lunchtime and the
dedication is beginning to pay off. The
PE staff have been extremely impressed
with the boys’ performance in all their
matches and we wish them the best of
luck in the final which will take place at
Wickersley on 6th April 2019, starting
at 10am.

Girls Netball
Our netball teams have played each
week throughout the academic year,
representing the academy against all
Rotherham schools. The girls have
shown a great commitment and worked
incredibly hard. Our Y8 team have
now qualified for the Rotherham final
2 years in a row. This means that for 2
years they have been in the top 2 schools
in Rotherham for netball. An amazing
success considering how much bigger
most other Rotherham schools are.
The Y7 netball team are also unbeaten
and have enjoyed a fantastic season.
They will play qualifying matches after
this newsletter goes to print but we
are very hopeful that all their practise,
teamwork and dedication pays off and
that they qualify for the Rotherham
finals. The Finals Day will be held
at Wickersley on 6th April 2019,
starting at 9am, all parents, carers and
supporters are welcome to come and
cheer on our Y8 and hopefully Y7 girls!
Cross Country
Our cross-country team have braved
all elements to compete against other
Rotherham schools each week. We are
proud of all who represented the team
but a particular mention should go to
our Y8 student, Olivia Bell. Last year

Olivia enjoyed huge success in the Y7
Rotherham cross-country and this year
she has gone on to achieve even more.
Olivia represented the academy in the
Y8/9 South Yorkshire Schools Cross
championship, even though most
competitors were a year older than her
in Y9, Olivia still finished 3rd. This
meant she qualified to represent South
Yorkshire Schools in the ‘English
School Cross Country Championship’.
To have a Swinton Academy student
represent all of South Yorkshire
against schools from across England is
amazing. Olivia was again outstanding
and finished 18th, meaning we can
claim to have one of the 20 best runners
in all of England at Swinton Academy.
Olivia has also just been selected to
represent Yorkshire and Humberside
in the junior race as part of the London
Marathon this April. Well done Olivia
and thank you for all your hard work
and sacrifice, we wish you success in all
that you do.

Swinton Academy Sports students
enjoying individual national sporting
successes.
We would like to congratulate Y7
student Lucy Hurst, who represented
Team Kazoku (K.M.A Kazoku Martial
Arts) in the National Peterborough
Open Series. This was Lucy’s first
tournament and she was competing
in an under 16 category meaning
that almost all other competitors
where much older than her. We are
proud to report that Lucy finished
the competition in 3rd place.
Congratulations Lucy. We are sure that
there are many more medals to come.

ACET PE AND SPORT
Swinton - Sport Cont..
Another Swinton Academy student,
who is competing at a national level,
is Y11 ice hockey and roller hockey
player Joel Marsh. At ice hockey he is
currently playing for Kingston Sharks
based in Hull, Joel represents the club
at both Under 18s and Under 20s and
plays ‘up and down’ the country. After
a series of trials, Joel has also been
selected to represent Northern England
at the annual conference tournament
for Under 17’s. This tournament
encompasses the top 400 players across
the whole of Great Britain. Joel has
been selected through a series of trials,
to represent Central England for roller
hockey super league over the Easter
weekend. Well done Joel, your attitude
toward your sport and commitment to
your training is commendable.
This half term Swinton academy
students Mia Green Y9 and Aimee
Hubery Y10 have also represented the
academy during a week-long series of
dance shows as part of the McMahon
School of Dance, Swinton. The girls
performed a series of classical ballet
pieces as well as a number of musical
theatre pieces.
Very impressed
audiences enjoyed the show each
night. Well done to both students; all
the evenings and weekends of practise
have certainly paid off.

shops to walking dogs for animal
shelters. We also have a number of
students who are giving up their time
to support younger students in ‘reading
buddies’ schemes and in Performing
Arts. Over the coming weeks, students
will be learning about map reading,
camp craft and first aid before planning
their routes for the practise expedition
in May.

Currently, we have 33 Y10 students
who have signed up to complete their
Bronze Award this year. Students have
started to work on their skills, allowing
them the opportunity to express their
talents playing musical instruments
and proficiencies in languages, as
well as logging hours in their physical
activity, ranging from football and
tennis to ballet and kayaking. Students
are also gathering volunteering hours,
ranging from supporting in charity

Our second annual Swinton Academy
Dance Show is taking place on
Thursday 4th July. Last year it was a
huge success and we expect this year
to be even bigger and better. Please
reserve the date and come along to be
entertained with an evening of dance
and music.

This month we have also congratulated
13 students on achieving their Bronze
Award and 7 students on achieving
their Silver Award following successful
expeditions in the Peak District in
September. Completion of the award
at both Bronze and Silver level is a
significant accomplishment for all
students involved and represents
hours of hard work, determination and
resilience.

Join our extra-curricular sporting
success. Everyone welcome.
After Easter, we will be commencing
our summer sports clubs. We would
like to welcome all students (with or
without experience) to come along and
join our Rounders, tennis, cricket and
athletics clubs. Details will be given
out by PE staff and will be available
on the academy website. All clubs run
from 3pm to 4.15pm. Students will
need suitable PE kit and a water bottle.

English Institute of Sport – Primary
School Festival

LISTERDALE Y6 Boys
Hockey

As well as excelling in their own sports,
Swinton Academy students have also
been inspiring future Swinton sports
stars. On 8th March our Y9, Post 16
Sports students and PE staff organised
and led a Multi Sports festival at the

Listerdale Junior Academy’s Under11s Boys’ Hockey team became South
Yorkshire champions for the first time
this year, beating off stiff competition
from schools across Doncaster,
Barnsley and Sheffield.
Playing with skill and dedication they
fought their way to the final against
exclusive independent school, Hill
House School from Doncaster. Despite
a large degree of defending, we broke
on the counter attack towards the end
and scored a superb goal, leaving Hill
House with little time to respond, and
we emerge victorious, 1 – 0!

The Duke of Edinburgh Award
The Duke of Edinburgh Award is one
of a number of Swinton Academy’s
extra-curricular opportunities. It is a
challenging but rewarding experience,
helping students to develop their
character through learning new skills
and working as part of a team.

Save the date

English Institute of Sport in Sheffield,
at which 350 of Swinton’s Primary
school pupils attended.
Swinton
Academy Y9 students led each skill
station with Post 16 students coaching,
demonstrating and leading the activity
stations. The feedback from staff and
students who attended all agreed that
our students where all fantastic and
everyone enjoyed working alongside
special guests Rotherham United and
Rotherham Titans.

We subsequently went through to
the North-East Regional finals of
the In2Hockey tournament in York,
where we played valiantly against a
range of prestigious schools but were
unfortunately not able to get further
than the group stages.
Mr Sills, PE teacher said: “The pupils
can all be very proud of themselves.
They showed great determination and
sportsmanship and are worthy South
Yorkshire Champions.”

ACET PE AND SPORT
Aston Academy PE and
Sport
Y8 Girls Netball – Rotherham
Finalists 2019
The Y8 girls netball team have made
it through to the Rotherham Schools
final for the first year running.
They have worked extremely hard
all season and have clearly been
rewarded for their efforts! They will
play against Swinton Academy in
the semi final and hopefully win to
progress to the final.

Y9 Girls Netball – Rotherham
Finalists 2019
The Y9 girls netball team have
successfully made it through to the
Rotherham Schools Final for the
3rd year running. They are a very
hard working and talented team
and hope to win once again in order
to maintain their winning title!

Y10 Girls Netball – Rotherham
Finalists 2019Champions in 2017
& 2018
For the 4th year running the Y10
girls netball team were winners of
their tournament meaning they
are once again through to the
Rotherham Schools Final. This
team are true representatives and
role models for other girls within

the academy, not only incredible
Y11 Boys Rotherham Football
sportswomen but also high Finalists 2019 Champions in 2016
achievers within school. Their hope
Runners up 2017 & 2019
is to be crowned champions for the
Their last season was definitely
3rd consecutive year at finals day!
made memorable as the Y11 boys
football team made it into the final
round of the Rotherham Schools
competition for the 2nd time since
2017. They unfortunately were
beaten on the night by Wickersley,
however it was a tough fight and
they deserve every bit of credit for
their talent and performance.
Post 16 Girls Netball – Rotherham
Finalists 2019
For the 10th year running, Aston
Academy have had a sixth form
netball team make it through to the
Rotherham Schools final. They will
be up against Wickersley and Wath
to hopefully be given the winning
title once again.

Y9 Boys Football Rotherham
Finalists 2019 Rotherham
Champions in 2017 & 2018

Rotherham Cross County Finalists
2019
We had a very strong cross
country team this year with many
representatives from all year
groups. The students attended over
20 competitions, with many top
performers successfully going on to
represent South Yorkshire.

This is the 3rd year in a row that
the Y9 boys football team have
successfully made it through the
Rotherham Schools Final wining
4-1 in their semi final. They have
had a very strong season and are Girl Power Day 2019 – Top female
athlete’s
currently
unbeaten,
therefore
hoping to maintain their title of Aston Academy held their annual
Girl Power day, seeing our sports
champions for a third time.
leaders and equally talented Y10
girls support in a session with SEND
students attending from schools
around Rotherham. A professional
female tennis player also visited on
the day, speaking to a group of our
gifted and talented girls about her
journey to success.

