Aston Community Education Trust
(ACET) Newsletter
STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE EMPOWERING ACHIEVEMENT

December 2019

Swinton Academy - Children In Need Fundraising

Dear Parents/Carers
Seasons greetings to all our readers,
Welcome to this final newsletter for 2019, the
articles and images from which reflect the talent,
enthusiasm and commitment which have been seen
in abundance across the trust this term, especially
during the last few weeks.
As is usual for this time of year, ACET academies
have hosted a wonderful range of nativity plays,
seasonal productions, carol concerts, church
services and special assemblies through which
our young people have celebrated Christmas
2019 with their friends, staff and families. The
trust has been awash with costumes, crowns,
angel wings and tinsel as staff have busily
prepared and rehearsed their classes for their

contribution on stages, in halls or churches. On
behalf of ACET, we would like to express our
thanks to staff, parents/carers and volunteers
who have given so generously of their time and
resources in making these events so joyful and
memorable – we hope you have enjoyed them
too, as your children certainly have.
We would also like to commend ACET pupil/
students for their fundraising efforts in support
of Children in Need this year - there were cake
sales, raffles, Wear Your Pyjamas to Work events,
sports
activities
which
provided
lots of fun whilst
demonstrating care
and thoughtfulness
towards
others
less fortunate than
themselves. In total,
our academies raised
over £2,500 for this
year’s appeal – well
done and thank you
to everyone involved.

Fundraising at Swinton Academy took on an extra
dimension when the students decided that half of
the money that they raised would be donated to
Kilnhurst Primary School which had been damaged
very badly in the recent floods. BBC Look North
were so impressed that they visited our secondary
academy and interviewed students and pupils from
Swinton, Kilnhurst and Brookfield Junior Academy
for a news report that evening. It was amazing to
see them all on TV, with our very own celebrity
Assistant Vice Principal, Mrs Marshall, providing
some of the commentary. Well done to everyone
involved! A huge thank you also to staff and pupils
from Brookfield who have so warmly received
three classes of Kilhnurst pupils into their academy
during this half term whilst the water damage is
being addressed. We hope it does not take too long
before their own school is repaired for them but
they are most welcome guests - it is a pleasure to be
able to lend support to the local community in this
way.

Brookfield pupils have also participated in this year’s
Modeshift STARS initiative which is a national
awards scheme, established to recognise schools
that have demonstrated excellence in supporting
cycling, walking and other forms of sustainable
travel. The scheme encourages schools across the
country to join in a major effort to increase levels of
sustainable and active travel in order to improve the
health and well-being of children and young people.
Some of you may have heard Principal, Andrea
Liversidge being interviewed on Radio Sheffield
about the scheme.
Listerdale Junior Academy
pupils were also successful participants but the
roles were reversed this year with Brookfield Junior
Academy not only being named as Rotherham
School of the Year but also being crowned as
Yorkshire and Humber School of the Year! This is
a really huge achievement and the academy will
now go to London to compete with other schools
across the UK for title of National Modeshift STARS

School of the Year 2019. Amazing! We will keep you
posted on their progress in the final.

Of course, we continue to focus on teaching and
learning progress in all our academies, with staff
encouraging our pupils and students to strive to
reach their full potential and to make the most of
their time in compulsory education. Currently,
much emphasis and development work is being
undertaken on curriculum modelling in the senior
academies and reading development in the junior
academies. Parent/carers in most of our eight
junior academies should certainly be able to notice
a significant difference in the quality and quantity
of books available for their children. The ability to
read and to read well is such an important life skill
with which ACET aims to equip every child in KS1
and beyond.
Finally, we would like to thank everyone who has
contributed to ACET during 2019, not least our
superb principals who work so hard throughout
the year in support of our pupils and students. A
special note of gratitude goes to Mrs Clare Gratton,
Principal of Langwith Bassett Junior Academy in
Derbyshire. Sadly Clare is leaving us to take up a
university post in January and will be greatly missed
by the community of Langwith Basset and ACET,
where she has made such a positive and valuable
contribution. We are very grateful for your years of
service and wish you great success and happiness in
the future.
On behalf of ACET, we wish all members of our trust
community a wonderful Christmas break and hope
that 2020 brings you good health, much happiness
and success.

Very Best wishes,
John Barton			
Chair, ACET			

Eunice Newton
CEO, ACET

Thurcroft Junior Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will exceed expectation”

Dear Parents / Carers,

The whole team appreciate your support and
supportive feedback, and so on behalf of all the
It is hard to believe that our first term is already staff at Thurcroft Junior Academy, I would like to
at an end. The children make us proud on a daily wish you all a very peaceful and Happy Christmas.
basis both with their enthusiasm for learning and
their impeccable behaviour. As always, we would
like to take this opportunity to thank you for your Ruth Stone
continued support in ensuring children arrive on Principal
time, arrive in the correct uniform and are ready
to learn. We would also like to say a huge thank
you for the overwhelmingly positive response we
have had from our recent parent questionnaire.

Terrific Topics and
Visits
Throughout the academy pupils
have been immersed in learning
with some fantastic work produced.
Y6 have been learning all about
World War Two and visited Eden
Camp in North Yorkshire. Whilst
there, pupils witnessed all aspects
of World War II from air raid
shelters to the Women’s Land
Army, from the Blitz to being a
Bevin Boy and being conscripted
into the coal mines. A great day
was had by all and many new and
interesting facts were learned.
Y5 have been learning all about
The Tudors and to culminate the
topic, visited Manor Lodge. The
children thoroughly enjoyed being
immersed into Tudor history, they
were able to dress up as various
Tudor characters, make a leather
purse and use a real quill to write
an inventory. Y4 have been leaning
all about life in Ancient Greece and
linking this to democracy within
the world today. They have written
some fantastic persuasive leaflets
to encourage people to visit and
produced some wonderful mosaics.
Y3 have been studying The Bronze
Age and have been learning about
how people lived in the Bronze

Age and what made this period
Remembrance Day
of history so special. Parents and
carers joined in with helping make In an act of Remembrance all year
bell beaker pots out of clay and lots groups produced a collaborative
piece of work to remember those
of fun was had by all.
whose have lost their lives during
conflict. This was then displayed in
the local Co-Operative shop for all
to see that the pupils of Thurcroft
Junior Academy remember.

Thurcroft Junior Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will exceed expectation”

Foundations @Thurcroft
Foundations @ Thurcroft have
been looking into different
celebrations and started off the
topic leaning all about Bonfire
Night and Guy Fawkes. The

was held at Aston Academy with
20 Year 6 pupils attending the
During the Autumn Term pupils tournament. Both teams finished
at Thurcroft Junior Academy in 2nd place.
have attended many different
sporting events. 20 pupils It was amazing to see pupils
attended Cross Country at Wales play with such determination
High School with 5 children despite the adverse weather
qualifying for the Rotherham conditions. On Monday the 25th
finals. Maddie Flanaghan from of November, 15 of our Year
Year 5 finished inside the top 5 pupils attended the ACET
10 for her age category. With basketball competition where
the new format for qualifying, we finished 2nd place. Well done
this has meant she has qualified to everyone who has attended a
for the National Cross Country sport event this term. You have
Championships on the 23rd of done yourself and the academy
March. On the 14th of October, proud.
the ACET Football tournament
Harvest Festival
PE

Thank you to all in the community
who donated gifts for the annual
Harvest Festival. As we have
in previous years, these were
gratefully received by volunteers
from the Salvation Army Food
Bank at Dinnington - they are
currently helping to feed as many
as 35 local families each week.

children made some beautiful
firework pictures. Following
on from this learning was all
about why poppies are worn
and all the children took part
in a whole school two minute
silence to think about all the
soldiers. The children have been
reading all about Rama and
Sita to understand more about
Diwali and they have made their
own Diva lamps. To finish the
topic children found out the
reason behind Christmas and
parents/carers have joined in
with Christmas crafts decorating
baubles.

Thurcroft Junior Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will exceed expectation”

Christmas

Charity

Fire Safety Workshop

Our Nursery pupils love to
dress up and enjoyed doing so
for Children in Need as well as
for their Halloween party. The
topic this half-term has been
‘Celebrations’ and the children
have been working hard on
making Diwali Lamps as part of
the work on the Hindu ‘Festival
of Lights’. All the children have,
of course, been looking forward
to getting ready for Christmas
with lots of activities planned for
them.

Over the last two terms we have
raised an amazing amount
of money for Breast Cancer
Now and Children In Need.
On both occasions the whole
academy were involved, wearing
something pink on Friday 18th
October and something yellow or
spotty on Friday 15th November.
Thank you to everyone for your
fantastic support of these two
charities - they were both a great
success.

Y3 took part in a fire safety
session where Bleeper (a smoke
alarm) and his best friend,
Battery, helped our pupils learn
about fire safety. The animation
included a safety message on
smoke alarms, fire safety in the
home, escape plans, fire drills,
hazards in the home, bonfire
safety and road safety. It was a
fantastic opportunity for the Y3
pupils to continue to develop
their understanding of fire safety.

Halloween Disco

Story Sharing

Dancing and games galore took
place at both Halloween Discos.
Fantastic efforts were made with
costumes and a wonderfully
frightful time was had by all in
attendance.

Many of the staff have been
sharing their favourite childhood
reading books with pupils to
help continue to promote an
enjoyment of reading. So far,
pupils have had the pleasure
of hearing extracts from: The
Wizard of Oz, Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory, Bill’s New
Frock, The Princess and the Pea.

Lowedges Junior Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will aim high to achieve and exceed expectations”

Dear Parents / Carers,
This term has flown by and has been
packed with so many events taking
place. A huge thank you to Miss
Wallis and the PTA for all of their
help and support in organising and
running these events. We welcomed
all of our new FS2 pupils to our
academy this year in September,
who have enjoyed learning within
their new environment

Eden Camp – pupils thoroughly
enjoyed this. Y1 pupils have been
on a very exciting visit to the
Yorkshire Wildlife Park, where they
saw all of the animals they have
been learning about. Standards
in behaviour remain high with
many pupils receiving their first
two impeccable badges. This
year, rather than achieving three
badges throughout the year, pupils
can achieve one each half-term,
therefore six in total. This is to
enable pupils to achieve impeccable
badges over a shorter period of
time.

been a credit to you and the
academy. I hope you have a
wonderful Christmas and a Happy
New Year.
I look forward to seeing you all in
2020!
Best Wishes
Lindsay Jones
Principal

Pupils have worked extremely
hard this term with their learning
and have enjoyed many different
activities: the Y6 pupils joining in
their ‘Boot Camp’ day and having With your support, our Christmas
to enrol to the British Army, along celebrations have been a wonderful
with their very successful visit to success, and your children have

events with a MacMillan Cake
sale in September where the
PTA ran a competition of ‘The
Great Lowedges Bake Off ’. We
had lots of fabulous homemade
entries, along with even
more contributions from our
wonderful staff and parents and
we raised an astonishing £319.54.
Pupils also enjoyed he dress up
day where they were invited to
dress up in anything related to
food- we had some very creative
outfits, including an ice-cream
girl with a real ice-cream cone
headband; some pizza delivery
boys and a giant Freddo!

trying our best to support the
community of Lowedges in
Wow what a busy term we have raising funds for charities far and
had so far- we are certainly wide. We started our fundraising

MacMillan

Lowedges Junior Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will aim high to achieve and exceed expectations”

Remembrance

Fundraising Events
In October we said, #HelloYellow
on World Mental Health Day and all
pupils came to the academy dressed
in yellow and bought raffle tickets
to try and win a delicious yellow
cake, made and donated by a family
member of the PTA. We raised over
£200 for the charity ‘Young Minds’
and helped raise awareness about
mental health for younger people.
Soon after, we dressed in pink for
Breast Cancer Awareness Day and
raised over £150 in just one hour
at our chocolate bar tombola, over
£300 in total.

We started back after October half
term dressed in red and/or military
in honour of Remembrance Day
and again raised extra funds in a
raffle for one of Mrs Houghton’s
yummy cakes. We had a very proud
winner of this cake who carried it all
the way home on his own- without
dropping it! Every pupil in school
also made a poppy in class and the
PTA laminated all of these and then
stood out in the rain for hours tying
them all around the academy fences,
walls, bike sheds (anywhere they
could find). With thanks to another
parent, who is the Community
Champion for Morrisons, some
of our poppies even made it all
the way to the Morrisons store in
Woodseats.

Children in Need
Finally (for now) we celebrated
Children in Need by coming to the
academy in pyjamas and/or spots.
Foundation Stage and Key Stage
One even put on a special concert
for each other where they sang and
performed a song with dance moves

and school-made instruments. We
are looking forward to other ways
Lowedges children, parents, staff
and the community can get involved
with fundraising events.

Lowedges Junior Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will aim high to achieve and exceed expectations”

the purpose of play in each area
because of the resources used and
role-modelled to them and they
are also encouraged to read, write
and use number and shape across
all areas. For example, measuring
in the role play area ‘The Elves
and the Shoemaker’ and recording
numbers and letters when
pretending to be a shop keeper.

Foundations Extension
This summer, Foundations@
Lowedges was incredibly fortunate
to have gained even more space to
enhance the fantastic provision
and to allow us to admit more
children as soon as they turn
three years of age. First of all, our
Nursery Room was extended by
almost three times its original
size! The new Nursery provision
now has more windows, which
are also lower and at child height,
so children can look out to wave
goodbye to their parents. This
has supported the settling in
period for many children because
they feel comfortable in a space
which is not only larger and
more open but a place where
they understand exactly where
they are, feeling safer and more
settled to explore their learning
environment. We have also been
incredibly lucky to have had new
furniture and now the Nursery
Room mirrors Foundations@
Lowedges so children can stay
and play in the space where

their teacher is delivering carpet
sessions and smaller group work.
Nursery children know that they
have a classroom and they access
this room when the Reception
children are having their more
formal lessons.
Following the extension, we have
reorganised the main provision to
excite and engage pupils further.
Each area of learning is now
much larger and they have been
clearly defined by the use of the
furniture. Children understand

The pupils in Foundations@
Lowedges continue to shine,
making huge progress and learning
many skills. We are very proud of
their achievements so far and we
would like to thank all the parents
for their continued support.

Springwood Junior Academy NEWS
“Sempur Sersum - Always Aim High!”

Dear Parents / Carers,

Some fantastic pupils have taken place, of which you have
demonstrated this skill already played a major role in. These
The first term has flown by and and we are very proud of them. have included craft mornings,
so many exciting events have
learning showcases, workshops,
Thanks to the PTA, who have
taken place in school.
parents’ evenings, productions
been busy arranging events in
Welcome to our new FS2 pupils the academy; the Halloween and Family Learning events.
(and their parents/carers), who Disco, the Macmillan Coffee With your support, our
have settled quickly into life at Morning and the Christmas Christmas celebrations have
Springwood Junior Academy Fayre, to name a few.
been a wonderful success, and
and are now an integral part of
your children have been a credit
Christmas approaches,
the academy. In FS2, we have As
to you and the academy.
been promoting independence I would like to thank all our
by encouraging all pupils to parents / carers for their I hope you have a wonderful
Many Christmas and a Happy New
put on, and zip up their own ongoing support.
celebrations
have Year. I look forward to seeing
coats - Introducing Zip Club! learning
you all in 2020!
Best Wishes

Cathryn Keeton
Principal

throughout the day, they
bought buns and took part in a
class silence, and some classes
To support Children decorated biscuits with ‘spots’.
in
Need,
pupils Together, we raised over £170!
dressed up in PJs
(staff took part too).
Everyone took part in
fun Children in Need
related
activities

Children in
Need

Springwood Junior Academy NEWS
“Sempur Sersum - Always Aim High!”

Royal British Legion. All classes
Anti-bullying Week
took part in activities related to
On Friday 8th November, Remembrance.
In November, the whole school
Springwood Junior Academy
took part in Anti-bullying week.
held their annual Remembrance
On the Tuesday we wore
Service. This was attended by
odd socks to celebrate all
local veterans, the curate from
being different. During
the local church, governors,
the week we took part
children and staff. Two Y6
in
various
activities,
pupils read aloud poems and
including learning about
pupils listened attentively to
healthy friendships and
the facts surrounding the World
peer pressure - both in the
War. Pupils were impeccably
real and in the computing
well-behaved and observed the
virtual world. The children
minute’s silence with the utmost
worked hard to raise
respect. Two children from each
awareness of E-safety, and
class laid their class poppy wreath
how to stay safe online.
and they all watched a short
video clip about Flanders Fields.
The curate closed the service
with a thought-provoking prayer
about why we remember.

Remembrance Service

Throughout the week leading
up to the service, two Y5 School
Councillors sold poppies and
other items to raise funds for the

Springwood Junior Academy NEWS
“Sempur Sersum - Always Aim High!”

Happy New Year to you all at
Foundations@Springwood.

Reading for Fun
Springwood Junior Academy
constantly promote reading is
for fun. A number of events
have taken place so far this year:
during parents’ evening we held
a book sale; Foundation Stage
and Year 1 parents attended a
phonics workshop; the Junior
Librarians open the Library
during lunchtime for children to
share books; during December
Mrs
Flanagan
organised
Springwood Junior Academy’s
Christmas Reading Challenges!
We had two reading challenges:
the first challenge was to read
for 12 days of Christmas and to
complete our advent calendar
reading record (to earn a
Christmas treat), and the second
challenge was for as many
children as possible to enjoy one
of our carefully selected ‘12 books
of Christmas’. To borrow one of
these lovely books the children
returned a slip requesting which
books they’d wish borrow and
they were added to our list. Lots
of children (and their families)
took part in this festive reading
event.
Harvest

and delivered an assembly to
the children.
The produce
was collected and taken into
Sheffield. There were boxes and
boxes full of food!
Christmas Fayre
Our Christmas Fayre took place
on Thursday 29th November
and was a huge success. The
PTA worked tirelessly over the
term to plan and prepare the
event. Parents / carers supported
by donating items for the
tombola and some of the school
community held stalls to sell their
own Christmas products. Santa’s
grotto was very busy and the
return of the wrapping room was
a very popular activity. Thank
you to the PTA for organising
this.
Foundations@Springwood

Open the book
Many thanks to the team from
‘Open the Book’, who deliver a
story in assembly every month.
I know how much the children
look forward to volunteering for
a part in their assemblies. This
month was the Christmas story
– which told the story of the true
meaning of Christmas.
Y6 Bikeability

At Springwood Junior Academy
we promote a healthy lifestyle
and physical exercise. Year 6 took
part in a 2 day training session
called ‘Bikeability’, where they
learnt the basics of riding a bike
on the school playground and
then went out onto the roads. The
Our Christmas play, ‘We Three instructors commented on their
Kings’, took place without any excellent attitude and behaviour
last minute hiccups, with the throughout the two days.
children from FS1 taking leading
roles.
Children from Foundations@
Springwood have really enjoyed
the festive period. The children
in Preschool have loved their
new igloo and enjoyed singing a
few jingles before the Christmas
performance.

As part of our annual Harvest
collection, we donate food to
the Cathedral Archer Project in
Sheffield - in order to support
homeless people.
The staff
from the Archer Project came Merry

Christmas

and

a

Aughton Junior Academy NEWS
“Montez Toujours - Always Aspire!”

Dear Parents / Carers,
Well what can I say other than
this first term has been one of
my most enjoyable ever as a
principal. I am so proud of all of
the children’s achievements and
would like to thank you for all
of your hard work and support
over the course of this term.
Your children are an absolute
credit to you all, and below, you
will find a snapshot of some of
the wonderful activities and
events that have taken place over
the course of the Autumn Term.
As Christmas approaches, I
would like to thank all our
parents/carers for their ongoing
support.
Many
learning
celebrations have taken place, of
which you have played a major
role. These have included craft

sessions, Harvest celebrations,
topic celebrations and parents’
evenings.
Our
Christmas
celebrations have been a
wonderful success and again
this is down to the wonderful
support you provide, and your
amazing children.
Christmas is also a time to
celebrate together with our
family and friends, making
this time of year extra special.
May I take this opportunity on
behalf of all the team at Aughton
Junior Academy to wish you
all a very Merry Christmas and
a prosperous New Year. We
look forward to welcoming the
children back on Monday, 6th
January and are excited about
the many achievements that we
are sure 2020 will bring.
When the children return for

the Spring Term, a key focus in
the academy will be launching
our new reading scheme and
ensuring parents have a good
understanding of how we teach
early reading and phonics to
ensure you can continue to
support us at home.
Best Wishes

Katy Wright
Principal

Class Councillors
Our new academy Councillors
have been elected and have some
wonderful ideas on how we can
further improve our academy.
Their first project is to create an
outdoor classroom, as well as to
train a new generation of mini
leaders who will be responsible
for leading activities at break
times. They are very keen to
work with governors to develop
a friendship tree so that pupils
who need someone to play with at
break times, can wait for friends
to invite them to play. Watch this
space as the children at Aughton
have a voice and they know how
to use it!

Aughton Junior Academy NEWS
“Montez Toujours - Always Aspire!”

Harvest Celebration
Our Harvest Festival was a
wonderful
celebration
this
year. The parental support was
excellent as we were inundated
with donations. We decided
to share the produce with the
elderly residents within our
local community, and the
children in Y5/6 took on this
responsibility with passion and
pride. They sorted and bagged
up the produce, then went out
and delivered the harvest bags in
the immediate community. The
children were humbled by the
interactions along with feedback
from the elderly residents who
were so grateful of the gifts

Crucial Crew
Our oldest children represented
the academy when they attended
Crucial Crew. This annual event
gives Year 6 pupils life skills to
deal with and avoid a range of

potentially hazardous situations.
It is supported by staff from
Rotherham Road Safety, South
Yorkshire Police and South
Yorkshire Fire & Rescue. The
feedback from staff who ran and
attended the event was excellent,
with Aughton returning home
with the certificate for the best
behaviour and tidiest class.

Reading
As you are aware, one of our
academy improvement priorities
is to improve the attainment in
reading. We are passionate about
ensuring every child learns to
read fluently by the time they
leave KS1, and then rigorously
track and support those who
need
additional
phonics
teaching in KS2. To support
this, we launched an incentive to
encourage children to read more
at home. We launched our ‘five
reads for seven weeks’ incentive
and have been so impressed by the

children and parental response.
Three quarters of the academy
achieved this and were rewarded
with a film night with treats and
popcorn. The children and staff
are so enthused that they have
set a similar challenge for this
half term with the request for a
games night (traditional board
games) as a reward.

Response from the Duke
and Duchess of Sussex
The whole academy was excited to
read the responses sent on behalf
of the Duke and Duchess of Sussex
praising the pupils in Y3 for their
valuable contribution to raising
awareness of plastic pollution.
Watch this space as pupils would
like to continue to promote this
valuable environmental issue
around the academy.

Aughton Junior Academy NEWS
“Montez Toujours - Always Aspire!”

Healthy Eating
We also launched our Healthy
Lifestyle campaign through
a healthy food focused art
week. This was an incredibly
positive event and we worked
collaboratively with the PE team,
who launched the event with an
assembly. All year groups then
had the opportunity to taste
and experience a range of fruit
and vegetables from around
the world. Our older children
created 3D sculptures and 2D
geometric shapes, with the
younger children printing with
fruit and their hands to create
an array of healthy food art work
which will be displayed around
the academy.

Kelham Island
Our Y3/4 classes visited Kelham
Island as part of their Iron Man
topic this half term. The children

came back full of recounts
of what they had learnt from
the interactive galleries that
tell the story from trades and
skilled workmanship to mass
production, as well as what it was
like to live in Sheffield during
the Industrial Revolution. The
children have really enjoyed
this topic and the evidence of
this is displayed in their ‘Robot
Museum’, and covers curriculum

subjects such as Design and
Technology, Literacy, Art and
Design and Science.

Children in Need
To support Children in Need, we
dressed up in something spotty
this year. This is us looking spotty
with Pudsey. The children loved
taking part in this inspirational
fund raising event and we raised
a fantastic £177.70.

Temple Normanton Junior Academy NEWS
‘EXCELSIOR’ – Ever upwards

Dear Parents / Carers,
It is hard to believe that our
first term is already nearing
an end. As always, we would
like to take this opportunity to
thank you for your continued
support.
There have been so many
reasons to be immensely proud
of our children throughout
this term and it has been
especially lovely to be able to
share these successes with you

in the academy during our to wish you all a very peaceful
topic celebrations.
and Happy Christmas.
I would also like to say a
Best Wishes
huge thank you for the
overwhelming
response
we have had from both our Leica Carter
parents’ evenings and our Principal
recent parent questionnaire.
The whole team appreciate
your support and supportive
feedback. On behalf of all the
staff at Temple Normanton
Junior Academy, I would like

We will Remember Them

Hinduism Workshop

Christmas Concerts

To mark Armistice Day this
year the children created some
beautiful art work as well as
writing poetry. During our
Remembrance Assembly and
also in class, we learnt about the
reason we wear poppies and the
events that happened.

As part of our topic work on
25th November we had a whole
school workshop on Hinduism.
All children were given time to
dress up and some children took
part in a mock Hindu wedding.
They also had the opportunity to
purchase a diva souvenir.

Children in EYFS and KS1
performed the Nativity ‘Whoopsa-Daisy Angel’ and children in
KS2 performed a carol concert
called ‘A Perfect Christmas.’
The children worked especially
hard for the performances and
everyone thoroughly enjoyed
them.

Temple Normanton Junior Academy NEWS
‘EXCELSIOR’ – Ever upwards

really enjoyed learning all
about paramedics!

Topic Celebrations
All parents and carers were
invited into the academy on
Friday 26th October to celebrate
what their child had been
learning in topic over the half
term. This was very well attended
and children enjoyed showing
their parents what they had been
learning. We will be welcoming
parents in at the end of each topic
across the rest of the school year.

Children in Need
We raised a total of £125.12 for
Children in Need on Friday 15th
November by wearing something
spotty, and doing a bake sale. The
whole school got involved and it
was a great success.
Christmas Craft
On Monday 9th December
the children in Y1&2 were
invited to Aston Academy. Y11
students organised a Christmas
Celebration Event. The children
made various crafts that they
were able to bring back to school.
Children had a great time and
thoroughly enjoyed the event.

Paramedic Visit
As part of our ‘Helpful Heroes’
topic, EYFS had a visit from
paramedics Cheryl and Sue.
We learnt so much about how
paramedics help us and explored
lots of equipment that they use.
We checked our heartbeats and

saw how patients can be helped
in and out of the ambulance. We
even checked that the flashing
lights were working and heard
the very loud siren! Thank you
so much to Cheryl and Sue! We

Temple Normanton Junior Academy NEWS
‘EXCELSIOR’ – Ever upwards

Balance Bikes
Children in Reception took part
in a 3 week programme which is
designed to help children gain the
confidence and skills required to
ride a pedal bike independently,
getting them off to the best
start in cycling and assisting
their ability to participate in
Bikeability at a later stage.

Stay and Share morning
Nursery and Reception held a
‘Stay and Share’ morning. Parents
were able to see what their child
enjoys doing at school, and also
had an opportunity to share their
child’s accomplishments outside
of school. The children made
crafts and baked biscuits with
their parents and it was lovely
to hear about all the wonderful
things the children do at home.

Bronze Young
Ambassadors
Five pupils were selected to
represent Temple Normanton
Junior Academy to become a
Bronze Young Ambassador for
the academy. They attended a
Bronze Young Ambassadors

Conference at the English
Institute of Sport in Sheffield
on 22nd November 2019. The
Bronze Ambassador programme
seeks to develop young leaders
and volunteers by giving them
the responsibility of being an
ambassador for PE and sport.

Listerdale Junior Academy NEWS
Dear Parents / Carers,
Merry Christmas from everyone at
Listerdale! Another busy term and,
as you will read below, there have
been many, many things going on
at our academy over the past four
months.
Our Foundation Stage children
have settled brilliantly and are very
much part of our academy. I am
enjoying getting to know each of
them and finding out more about
them and their interests.
Year Groups 1 to 6 have settled
back into school life well this term
and are working hard to develop

their learning beyond what they graffiti artist Marcus Method and
achieved last year, and are striving redesigned a focal point of our
to achieve their full potential.
school playground!
Earlier this year we were the first
school in Rotherham to close the
road outside of the school in order
to raise awareness of congestion
and air pollution. We have also
been on many interesting and
exciting school visits, including
Yorkshire Wildlife Park, North
Anston Tropical Butterfly House
and Crucial Crew, as well as
participating in a number of
Outdoor Learning Days as Romans
and Egyptians! Y3 have also
worked with renowned Sheffield

January onwards will continue to
be very busy, with new challenges
and the long-term vision to be
aimed for. But for the meantime,
on behalf of everyone at Listerdale
Junior Academy, thank you very
much for your continuing support
and I wish all our families across
ACET a very merry Christmas and
a peaceful, prosperous New Year!
Season’s greetings,

David Simpson
Principal
and poor parking outside
school, whilst encouraging
more parents to make use
of the school’s Walking Bus
facility at Brecks Beefeater
Pub.

successfully lobby the Council
and local residents to close the
Having been the first school in road outside of the academy for
Rotherham and only the third in the day!
South Yorkshire to achieve the
Active Travel Modeshift Gold On Friday 27th September,
award for our commitment to Listerdale Junior Academy with
sustainable travel to school, and the STARS South Yorkshire team
achieving ‘Rotherham School held the road closure event and
of the Year’ for the second car-free day ahead of ‘Walk to
year running last year, we have School Month’ in October. The
achieved another ‘first’ by being event was designed to highlight
the first school in Rotherham to the dangers of air pollution
SORRY - ROAD CLOSED!

Pupils were able to walk to
school in complete safety and
enjoyed time playing games
in the street – hopscotch, hula
hooping, quoits – and created
chalk murals on the road to
celebrate their newfound
extra space! They also
received scooter proficiency
training and the Rotherham
Cycle Hub’s ‘Dr Bike’ was on
hand to offer free bike checks
and maintenance advice. It was
an immensely successful event,
with a great deal of positive
feedback from families and
local residents alike. Thank you
to whole community, including
The Brecks pub (who laid on
free refreshments) for all your
support!

Listerdale Junior Academy NEWS
lovely time together, singing a
range of birthday and Christmas
songs. Children gave flowers to the
residents and shared some delicious
cake. Pupils were also able to
deliver a great range of presents to
the Home, with a present for every
resident thanks to Secret Santa
donations from Listerdale staff.
We look forward to continuing and
developing our links with Broom
Lane Care Home through 2020.

North Anston Butterfly
House
Quick on the DRaw!
Y3 have been studying ‘Urban
Pioneers’ which focuses on the
Graffiti art movement and includes
a study of a range of graffiti
artists and graffiti styles. It also
explores the question of whether
graffiti is art or vandalism. As
part of pupils’ learning, we invited
renowned Sheffield graffiti artist
Marcus Method to join us and he
brilliantly helped the pupils explore
their own artistic talents using
spray paint media and stencils.
Each pupil designed and created
their own graffiti ‘tag’ (a stylised
representation of their own name),
and everybody worked together to
design and paint a graffiti mural for
a focal point of our playground. The
results are colourful and beautiful,
and really brighten up a previously
plain area of our school grounds.

Meet Liz and Dale

Meet our two newest parking
attendants, Liz and Dale (geddit?!).
‘Recruited’ earlier this term, they
play a key role in reminding car
users of where to park safely and
to have all children’s safety at
the forefront of their mind when
parking and manoeuvring outside
the school gates. Look out for them
next time you pass!

On Thursday 9th October, Y2
embarked on an exciting school trip
to visit all of the amazing creatures
at the Tropical Butterfly House in
Sheffield. We went there to learn
more about the animals that live
in the tropical rainforests. It was a
really exciting and eventful day and
we got to hold some very strange

Getting Close to Nature
In November, Year One went to
Yorkshire Wildlife Park as part of
their ‘Paws, Claws and Whiskers’
learning. They had a fantastic time
(despite the wet weather!) and
were able to view a great range of
animals from as close as it was safe
to do so! In addition, they were
given a special workshop where
they were able to handle and sketch
lion and tiger teeth, a range of
claws from different animals and
animal fur from both carnivores
and herbivores. Everybody had creatures such as a giant snake
a fantastic time and considered called Mowgli and a blue tongued
the visit to be a ‘roaring’ success! skink called Trevor. We also spent
some time in a big, hot and humid
Carol Singing at Broom
room so we could understand what
Lane
a rainforest actually feels like. At the
This Christmas our Foundation end of the day we were given some
pupils have been visiting porcupine quills to take back to
Broom Lane Care Home, school as a present for our excellent
sharing Christmas Carols with learning.
the residents. Everyone had a
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Marie Curie Support!
On Thursday 3rd October, we hosted
a fundraising coffee afternoon and
bake sale in which we raised money
for Rotherham Marie Curie. Sue
Pearson, one of our grandparents,
is an active representative for
Rotherham Marie Curie and,
along with another colleague,
supported our coffee afternoon
promoting the work of Marie Curie
within Rotherham. Many of our
families donated buns and cakes
to support this worthwhile cause
and all classes baked sweet treats
to sell too. We worked together in
partnership to host a very popular
and successful event with nearly
100 families attending the coffee
afternoon and many more buying
from the grab and go stall outside.
This event raised over £220 and
Mrs Pearson along with Rebecca
Bramley, Rotherham’s Community
Fundraiser, attended a whole school
assembly on Friday 29th November
to receive our cheque and to share
information with the school about
how the money would be spent to
support the families of Rotherham.
We look forward to working with
Rotherham Marie Curie again at
our Summer Fayre.

been set by tomb raiders. Children
thoroughly enjoyed learning about
the mummification process and
To celebrate being the first ACET making their very own mummies.
school to achieve Rotherham’s What better way to create an
Parent Chartermark ‘GOLD’, we held immersive learning experience!
a great Celebration event in midSeptember. Local councillors
and dignitaries were invited to
a special assembly alongside
the
Rotherham
Charter
team, which was followed
by teamwork activities in
classrooms and a full buffet
picnic on the school field for
parents, staff and parents in
Book People Bus!
the afternoon. This was rounded
off with inspiration songs from
Earlier in the month we had
‘The Greatest Showman’, performed
a visit from the ‘Book People’
for parents by the whole school
travelling bus, as part of our focus
community.
on engaging pupils in reading.

Parent Charter
Celebration Event

It stayed for two days, providing
a cosy and comfortable place to
This term, Y4 have enjoyed browse and buy books. It created a
a fantastic outdoor learning lot of interest and many pupils took
experience linked to the topic the opportunity to cherry-pick a
‘Ancient Egypt.’ Children played range of exciting books, both fiction
the role of engineers and explored and non-fiction, for Christmas.
methods used to transport natural Thank you to all our families for
building materials from one place supporting this initiative!
to another. They took part in team
building activities and had to work
together to escape from the pyramid
safely, avoiding traps that had

Living like an Egyptian

Brookfield Junior Academy NEWS
Dear Parents / Carers,
What a busy term we have
had at Brookfield creating
many memorable learning
experiences
through
our
“Forensic Fridays” and many

Active Travel – Local and
Regional Winners
On Wednesday 20th November
2019 our Junior Road Safety
officers went to York for the
Active Travel Awards. We

trips and enhancement days.
We have been busy celebrating
some excellent achievements
by all both academic and extracurricular. The whole school have
enjoyed learning about Narnia
this half term and finished off

the term with some amazing
Christmas concerts. I wish you
all a very Merry Christmas and
a wonderful New year.

were already celebrating our
Gold Award but it was a triple
celebration as we won the Local
and Regional Award! A huge well
done to all who helped us achieve
this. The Road Safety Officers
are awaiting their invite to the
National Awards in London
next year.

bread and create ships that could
carry cargo.

Andrea Liversidge
Principal

Whole School Bonfire
Reading Breakfast

On Bonfire Night we held a
Bonfire Reading Breakfast for
the whole school. Many pupils
and parents joined us and
enjoyed reading stories and
Y6 Shackleton’s Survival
completing the Bonfire reading
Camp
comprehension quiz.
As part of Y6’s topic on Great
Explorers, they attended a
Shackleton’s Survival Day at
Pops Adventure Camp. They
had a great day learning to
make fire, bake Bannock
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Foundation Stage – Road
Safety Workshop
Reception pupils took part
in a Road Safety workshop
were they practised crossing
the road safely and learnt the
Green Cross Code.
Gold Celebration Day –
walk to school event
Y1 Wedding
As part of Y1’s learning on “Our
Family” and “Relationships”
Y1 pupils took part in a
wedding. Our local vicar came
and performed the ceremony
and parents were invited. The
reception was fabulous and the
wedding cake was delicious!

who joined us- to a free breakfast,
kindly donated by the Co-Op
supermarket. Our foundation
children were learning to use the
balance bikes that we won as part
of the award.
Y2 into The Woods

Children in Need – Joe
Wicks Keep Fit Boot Camp
Our School Council planned
a host of events on the 15th
November to raise money for
Children in Need. Pupils came
dressed as Pudsey or in yellow,
there were delicious biscuits in
school and all children took part
in the Joe Wicks Boot camp. We
raised over £344 - a great effort
by everyone.

We finished off our ‘What will
we find in the Forest?’ topic
with a walk to our local woods Creighton Woods.
To celebrate achieving our Gold
Star for Active travel we held a
Gold Celebration day in school
where all staff and pupils were
invited to wear gold for the day.
We also held a walk to school
event which entitled all pupils -

We had great fun making clay
face tree art and searched for
minibeasts.
We also made s’mores cookie
sandwiches and enjoyed some
delicious hot chocolate. The
children loved it!

Brookfield Junior Academy NEWS

have. The pupils were a delight book and lead a discussion for
and many people commented on anti-bullying week – all children
The whole school visited St John’s their impeccable behaviour.
in Foundation got to take the
Church for our annual Harvest
book home with them to keep.
Foundation Reading
Festival where many parents
Coming up we have a visit to
joined us. It was a lovely service In Foundation this half term
Swinton Library booked and to
with lots of singing, poetry we have had visiting readers in
The Beeches Care Home in Wath
recital and an opportunity to weekly. We had visitors from
for the children to sing to the
be thankful for everything we the Children’s Centre to read a
residents.
Harvest Festival

Langwith Basset Junior Academy NEWS
Dear Parents / Carers,

on board. As the weather warms
up we look forward to seeing the
What a busy term it has been, Foundations children enjoying
so many positive events and the beautiful equipment in their
messages to share. We have new play area.
welcomed
Foundations@
Our reception children have also
Langwith Bassett into our
settled well, as always, our older
academy community. They are a
children have made them so
fully integrated part of the team
welcome; we had very few tears
now and it is lovely to have them
on their arrival and there are lots
of smiles in school now. There is
always a positive buzz in Class
One, as there is throughout the
whole academy. It is always a
pleasure to be a part of such
a positive team where staff
and children work hard and
behaviour is so positive. This
term has been my last at LBJA.
I am so sorry to leave such a
brilliant community but I know
that everyone is in good hands

Ray Wilson Cup
Every year the Shirebrook cluster
of schools joins together for this
exciting football tournament.
This year was no exception
with our children putting in an
enthusiastic performance. We
won the ‘Spirit of the Games
Award’ for respectful competition
and sporting commitment. We
are incredibly proud! What a
great achievement.

and I also know that Mrs Bacon
will enjoy your lovely children
just as much as I did.
Merry Christmas everyone and
a very happy 2020.

Clare Gratton
Principal

Langwith Basset Junior Academy NEWS

Bikability

September Sports

Our Y5 children have been
lucky enough to spend two
days learning all about how
to stay safe whilst riding their
bikes on the roads. As part of
our commitment to ensuring
our children are safe, we asked
children to bring their bikes to
school and enjoy two days with
bikability instructors. We were
told that, whilst on the road, the
children were incredibly sensible,
listened well and learned lots.
We hope to see them riding their
bikes to school in the future. Well
done everyone!

We now hold three sports days a
year and invite family members
to two of them. Our competitive
sports day in September was a
huge success. A huge thank you to
Mrs Lyons and Mr Marques who
did a brilliant job of organising
the day and well done to all of our
children who competed brilliantly
and supported each other with
enthusiasm. Congratulations to
Hardwick! Worthy winners!

Parliament Week in
Class 4
The children in Class 4 had a
brilliant week of learning all
about democracy, the government
and parliament. They found out
that the House of Commons is

made up of 650 elected Members
of Parliament and that each MP
serves a different constituency.
Children worked together to
build their own political parties,
they elected party leaders and
decided their own pledges. Mini
debates were held in English
lessons and we even had a full
election. After a secret ballot
the winner was announced. Well
done to ‘The Leading Lions’ and
a huge congratulations to all
parties for excellent team work
and campaign strategies! What a
great experience!

Langwith Basset Junior Academy NEWS

Infant Nativity
It’s that time of year when our
little people delight us with
the Nativity. This year the play
was brilliant, we all enjoyed
watching such confident,
engaged, talented children.
Absolutely brilliant! Thank
you everyone!

Children in Need

What great fun! To support
Children in Need we dressed
up in something spotty. There
were some brilliant creations,
children looked fabulous.
We raised over £100 for this
brilliant charity. A huge thank
you to everyone.

Aston Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will make a difference”

Dear Parents / Carers,
As we approach the end of this
very busy and productive term
at Aston Academy, I would
first like to extend a thank you
to parents and carers for your
support in ensuring that we are
able to maintain the highest
standards and expectations at
Aston. Focusing on the basics
of excellent attendance and
punctuality as well as high
standards of uniform and
arriving fully equipped to
lessons ensures that we are able
to maintain a positive climate
for learning and that lesson time
is focused and productive.
As always, it has been a very
exciting term at Aston, not
least for our new cohort of
321 students who have joined
us from 37 different primary
schools! It has been pleasing
to see how quickly they have
adapted to their new routines at
the academy and their approach
to learning has been excellent.
Similarly, our new Year 12
cohort has made an excellent
start to their post 16 pathways;
they have quickly adapted to the
new routines and independence
that comes with post 16 life and
excellent feedback has been
received from staff!

charitable events this term
including: ‘Dress in Decibels’,
a non-uniform day that raised
much needed funds for deaf
children and their families in
our local area; the MacMillan
Coffee Morning, supporting care
for people living with cancer
and a range of events linked to
raise money for the Sheffield
Children’s Hospital Snowflake
Appeal including a Halloween
Disco, Christmas Showcase
Events for students, parents and
carers. Post-16 students have also
planned a variety of activities for
students as part of our Children
in Need fundraising efforts
with activities including ‘Selfie
Booth’, ‘Find Pudsey’ and the
‘Duck Race’. A team of students
from Aston also joined a team of
students from Swinton as part of
the Master Cutler’s Challenge,
raising an incredible £1994.12
for Rotherham Hospice and
winning the title of ‘Best Young
Fundraising
Team’
during
a rewards ceremony at the
Sheffield Cutler’s Hall. Our
fundraising efforts so far this
term have raised an incredible
£4678!

thanks and best wishes to two
colleagues from the Science
faculty who are leaving us at the
end of this term: Mr Fox and Mr
Wilson. We wish them all the
very best for the future.
On Friday 20th December
students will be attending year
group assemblies during which
we will be celebrating their many
successes and achievements this
term as well as encouraging
students to reflect on the
importance of showing care for
our wider academy community.
Students will also have the
opportunity to take part in our
annual Snowflake Fayre; all
donations will be going towards
the Sheffield Children’s hospital
snowflake appeal.
The academy closes to students
at 1.15pm on Friday 20th
December. Students should
return to the academy on
Monday 6th January. May we
take this opportunity to wish
you a peaceful Christmas and a
prosperous 2020!

Dominic Curran
Other highlights include our Y9
Principal
visit to the Yorkshire Sculpture
Park, the Y10 trial expeditions
as part of the Duke of Edinburgh
Award and Post-16 visits to York
and the Law Courts. We are
always very proud of the way
in which our students act as
excellent ambassadors for our
academy community.

There have been many highlights
this term including a range of
enrichment and extra-curricular
opportunities. We are always
proud of the concern and care
which our students demonstrate
for the wider community. As We would like to take this
such, there have been numerous opportunity to send our
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looking forward to celebrating
their future successes.
Students have already attended
special praise briefings where
they were congratulated on their
attendance and/or their Formal
Assessment results. We would
like to thank all of our Post 16
students for all their hard work
this term.
A new year, a new Year 12

Waverley Music Event
The music students at the Aston
have taken part in various events
in and out of the academy this
term such as performing for
the local community to watch.
Students from Y8, 9 and 10 are
also performing at the Waverley
Christmas light switch on in
a few weeks and are providing
instrumental and vocal pieces
for the audience to enjoy. The
academy singing group is
rehearsing hard and are working
towards a Christmas concert at
Rotherham Minster, as well as the
Snowflake Showcase and carol
singing for old people’s homes in
the community. The numerous
events have been organised and
led by Mrs Perry and Mr Booth
who have been immensely proud
of the achievements of all our
students across the Key Stages.
Another Exceptional Year
for Post 16 Students at
Aston Academy!
This August, we were delighted
to celebrate, yet again, excellent
Post 16 results. For Year 13,

This September we were delighted
to welcome 115 students into
Aston Post 16. We have been very
the hard work and dedication impressed with the positive and
which they displayed throughout enthusiastic start students have
the year really paid off and all made to their studies.
of the students who applied to
university were able to progress MacMillan Coffee Morning
to the course of their choice. We Our annual MacMillan Coffee
are delighted to say that all our Morning, organised by Post 16
students secured meaningful students, was a huge success yet
pathways;
some
students again this year. Thanks to the huge
progressed on to higher level generosity of Aston Academy
apprenticeships or employment. staff and Post 16 students (and
The Common Room is a hive their families!) for baking buns
of activity between lessons as and purchasing them at break
students are making excellent and lunchtime, we raised a total
use of their study periods!
of £286.35 for MacMillan Cancer
We were particularly pleased to Support.
welcome students who joined
us from other establishments
to complete their studies here.
We are thrilled that they have
chosen Aston Post 16 for the next
stage of their journey, and we are
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recorded”.
Well done Abigail!

UCAS
We are delighted with the excellent
start Y13 have made to their A2
studies; staff have commented on
the mature approach they have to
their lessons and this can be seen
in the results of formal assessments
which have been impressive.
This term, we have held an evening
event focused on UCAS and this
was very well attended. One parent
commented “Thank you for the
information – we didn’t go to
University so we didn’t understand
the process”.
The UCAS process continues at a
pace; as of writing 49 applications
have been sent to universities and
15 students have received replies
from all their chosen universities.

Anthony Nolan Trust
This
term,
we
welcomed
representatives from the Anthony
Nolan Trust who discussed
with Post 16 students Stem Cell
Donation. Students were invited
to join the register and potentially
save someone’s life. The event
attracted the attention of BBC Look
North who visited the Academy on
Friday 22nd November and this was
broadcast the following day.

UKMT Senior Challenge

Abigail Liversidge

Back in November, four Y12
students took part in the UKMT
Senior Maths team challenge
regional final held at Firth Court
at the University of Sheffield.
This is a national competition
in which students tackle three
rounds of challenging problem
solving questions as a team. They
were in competition with other
schools from around the region.
Well done to all students who
took part.

Studying A Level Photography
and researching books on the local
area has inspired one of our Y13
students, Abigail Liversidge, to
publish her own book entitled:
Swallownest, Aston-cum-Aughton
and Thereabouts.
We are immensely proud of Abigail;
she is a talented photographer and
has received offers to study the
Year 11 Maths Revision
subject at University. The book
Classes
contains a number of recent and
historic images and Abigail would
GCSE
MATHS
REVISION
like to offer the following advice:
“Please take as many images of CLASSES TAKE PLACE FOR
your area as our history should be ALL Y11 STUDENTS EVERY

THURSDAY
AFTERNOON
FROM 3PM TO 4PM.
At home, students are benefiting
hugely from the online revision
video website created by the
Aston Maths department. With
revision videos for almost every
topic likely to appear on the
exams, students are finding it
easier than ever to get the help
they need, when they need it. The
site is available at:
www.999maths.com
It also works on phones and
tablets.
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Post 16 Open Evening
We were delighted to see so
many students at our Post 16
Open Evening on Tuesday 19th
November. Our Y11 students,
together with students from other
schools and academies, visited
faculties and subject areas where
they had the opportunity to speak
to teaching staff and current Post
16 students. Students and their
parents/carers were provided
Fundraising
Years 7 to 10 – Assessment
with information about Post 16
Support
life and the subjects we offer.
For Children in Need 2019, Post
Y11 students were also able to 16 students enthusiastically took At the end of every 2/3 week
part in a range of activities and teaching cycle, all students in
visit subjects which are new to
we are delighted to announce that
them, including Psychology, we raised £230.30. The activities Y7 to 10 are assessed on the
content which has been covered
Sociology and Politics.
included quizzes, “Guess the Name
in lessons.
“A very informative evening. It of the Bear”, “Find Pudsey”, “ Ping
Following requests from students
was a good opportunity to speak Pong Pudsey”, “Guess the Baby
and parents, we have pulled
Photo” and a “Selfie Booth”.
to the staff and students”
together a series of revision
Well done to all our winners!
Our internal closing date for
Guess the name of the Bear: C er ys videos for every assessment and
applications to join Post 16 in Danks 9F1
made these available to students
September 2020 is Friday 10th Guess the name of the Bear:
on our website www.999maths.
January 2020 and students Eathen Kosky 9F3
com These revision videos
can apply online at www. Guess the number of Sweets in the
should be used alongside notes
astonacademy.org
Jar:
William Davies 7D3
and examples in class books to
The Children in Need Duck Race:
help students prepare.
Mrs Haddon

Swinton Academy NEWS
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Dear Parent/Carer
After another busy first term,
I am delighted to report that
students have yet again made
a very positive start to the new
academic year and that the vast
majority of our young people
continue to make us proud on a
daily basis. You will see from the
articles in this newsletter that our
students are not only talented
and committed individuals but
truly care about other members
of our community.
We continue to promote high
expectations and high standards
across the academy, your
support with this also being
greatly appreciated. Overall,
our students look smart and
wear their uniform with pride.
They are punctual and have
excellent attendance, despite the
significant impact of the recent
illness. Our first data collections
are also highlighting the pleasing
levels of progress that students
are making in all year groups.
Our new Y7 students have
settled in really well and are
making the most of all the
opportunities available to them.
We were particularly proud that
they contributed £1000 of the
£1753 that we recently raised,
the sum being equally divided
between two very worthy causes;
` Children in Need and to

support one of our local schools,
Kilnhurst Primary, after their
recent flood. We wish them all
well and hope they are back in
their own school very quickly.
It was great to see Swinton
Academy on Look North,
recognised for these efforts.
Students are also accessing
and benefitting from all the
extra-curricular opportunities
that staff are offering. Our
sports teams continue to excel,
benefiting from the large
numbers of students who are
now attending after school sports
clubs. We are also delighted
with all those who took part in
our ‘Christmas Showcase’ and
thank the staff involved for their
dedication and hard work, led
by Mrs Emms. Please encourage
your child to participate in
as
many
extra-curricular
opportunities as possible. The
programme for this can be found
on the academy website.
At this time of year, we also spend
time thinking about others.
Again, all our students have been
busy putting together Christmas
hampers for delivery to people
in our community. Prior to this
students gave presentations in
assemblies about why they feel
that this is an important thing
to do at this time of year. We
have been humbled by their
generosity, their kindness and

students at Swinton Academy.
Please continue to encourage
your child to attend at least
We are extremely proud of the one extra-curricular activity
amount of extra-curricular throughout the week. It doesn’t
opportunities available to our matter if they have not attended

Extra-Curricular
activities

their sense of community.
We would also like to take this
opportunity to thank staff who
will be leaving us at Christmas.
Mr Matt Massa (ADT) leaves us
to take up a head of department
role and Miss Suzanne Naylor
(RS), a head of faculty role in
anotherACET academy. We
wish them both the best of
luck with their new jobs. Their
contributions have been greatly
appreciated.
Christmas is also a time to
celebrate together with our
family and friends, making this
time of year extra special. May we
take this opportunity, therefore,
to wish you all a restful and
happy Christmas period and a
prosperous new year.
We look forward to welcoming
out students back on Monday,
6th January and are excited
about the many achievements
that we are sure 2020 will bring.
Yours faithfully,
Rebecca Hibberd
Principal

before, they will be more
than welcome. Our full extracurricular list can be found
on our school website. (www.
swintonacademy.org)
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young people could become more
involved in local and national
politics. The councillors were very
impressed with our debate club
students, commenting on their
The European Day of interest in how Rotherham Council
Languages is celebrated could help the youth of today.
across Europe each year on
Christmas Celebrations
26th September. This year,
the Modern Foreign Languages During the last weeks of term,
faculty at Swinton Academy students from all year groups
organised a series of house enjoyed Christmas celebration
competitions to mark the occasion, assemblies. We used this time to
culminating in the academy’s discuss the Christmas message
first ever Great European Bake as well as taking the opportunity
Off, which coincided with the to hand out rewards to the many
Macmillan Coffee Morning on deserving students who were
27th September. Staff and students recognised for their attendance,
were invited to bake cakes, buns progress, resilience and attitude to
or biscuits with a language theme learning. It has been fantastic to see
and we were overwhelmed with the so many students acknowledged for
amount of entries we received! We the tremendous effort they have put
certainly have some very talented into the first term of this academic
bakers and linguists at the academy. year.
All entrants won points for their Tutor groups have also excelled
house and Principal, Rebecca this Christmas and again busied
Hibberd awarded 1st, 2nd and 3rd themselves with producing amazing
prizes in each of the three baking Christmas hampers.
Students
categories. Following the judging packed the hampers with food and
(an incredibly difficult task), gifts and they were then delivered to
Creighton House were crowned star those in the community in need of
bakers with an amazing 140 points. them this Christmas.
Thank you to all who participated; On Friday, 13th December, students
we raised £253 for this worthy cause and staff again took part in the
and our students have certainly national charity event ‘Christmas
set a high standard for next year’s Jumper Day’. Students looked great
competition!
in their festive jumpers and more
importantly raised more money for
National Democracy
the Save the Children charity.
Week
The academy will close for all
On
18th
October,
Swinton students on Friday, 20th December
Academy’s debating club welcomed at 12:20pm. The academy will recouncillors from the community open for the new academic term on
to participate in their debate on Monday, 6th January.

Swinton’s Great
European Bake Off
for Macmillan Cancer
Support

Y7 Wildlife Trip
On 30th September, our Y7s visited
the Yorkshire Wildlife Park and
it was a huge success as always,
with one added bonus this year:
Swinton Academy students are
now the face of YWP’s educational
promotions! Some of our students
had the opportunity to go into the
classrooms, meet some animals
and have their photos taken around
the park. These will be used on the
website, promotional leaflets and
on the large banners at the side of
the road as you enter the park; we
even made it into the Rotherham
Advertiser!
The students were a credit to the
academy as they visited the lions,
rhinos, polar bears and giraffes.
As well as this, some actually held
Giant African Land Snails, Colin
the Hissing Cockroach and Monty
the Python!
The Y7s enjoyed seeing some new
animals and also spending some
time getting to know their form
tutors and new friends.

local political issues and youth
involvement in politics. Councillors
Ken Wyatt and Victoria Cusworth as
well as Lucy Reader, Neighbourhood
Coordinator, answered questions
from our students including how
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Children In Need
On Friday, 15th November
students at Swinton Academy
came together to raise money for
Children in Need. The annual
event, however, was unique this
year as students decided that
they wanted to also raise funds to
support our friends at Kilnhurst
Primary School following the
devastation they experienced
from the recent floods. Students
at Kilnhurst are currently being
accommodated at local primary
schools including Brookfield
Academy, which is part of the Aston
Community Education Trust, and
we wanted to show them how much
we care. Students held sponsored
silences, penalty shoot outs, netball
competitions, guess the number of
sweets in the jar, bake sales, making
and selling badges and keyrings
plus so much more. By coming
together as a community we raised
over £1700 and even appeared
on BBC Look North. One of our
very talented Y7 students, Isabella
Leebetter was also interviewed
by BBC Radio Sheffield after they
heard about the fantastic Pudsey
cake she had baked, which was later
auctioned and raised £50.
The Academy was proud to welcome
a number of those students affected
from Kilnhurst Primary on the day
to help with fundraising and with
the filming by the BBC. Assistant
Vice Principal, Helen Marshall,
was interviewed by the BBC and
said of Kilnhurst Primary School,
“We feel so sorry for them that
they’re having to go through this
for a second time and so we hope
that the money that we raise can
go, even just a small way, to help
them get back on their feet. This
kind of fundraising is typical of our
students here at Swinton Academy.

We see it time and time again how
our students come together to help
others in the community.”

Visit to the National
Holocaust Centre
On Friday, 22nd November, 86 Y9
students from Swinton Academy
visited the National Holocaust
Centre and Museum in Laxton,
Nottinghamshire. The purpose
of the visit was to learn about
the Holocaust and to gain an
understanding of the possible
consequences of prejudice and hate.
Students listened to an introductory
talk about how and why the
persecution of the Jews in Europe
developed, followed by a visit to
the museum and memorial gardens
where they were encouraged to place
a stone on a memorial in homage to
the 1.5 million children murdered
during the Holocaust. After lunch
students were privileged to hear a
moving talk by Agnes Kaposi who
survived the Holocaust. Agnes
told the students about her life
in Hungary under Nazism, her
experiences on the transports and
forced labour camps and her life
under communism after the war.
It was a sombre but informative day
for all involved.

Performing Arts Showcase
In December, we were treated to a
fabulous evening of entertainment
in our Performing Arts Showcase.
This year the showcase featured
impressive
and
entertaining
performances from our GCSE
Drama students who performed
extracts from plays such as Blood
Brothers and Macbeth as well as
showing us some fabulous scenes
of very moving physical theatre! In
addition, our GCSE Music students
showcased their talents; singing
and performing musical ensemble
pieces and solos. The audience
enjoyed a diverse collection of
genres including individual and
ensemble musical performances,
classical piano pieces, upbeat
musical theatre numbers and
modern favourites. The finale left
us in the Christmas spirit as the
choir, whole ensemble and audience
brought the house down with the
seasonal favourite, ‘I wish it could
be Christmas every day!’
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Workwise Engineering
Innovation project
On Thursday, 10th October, John
Barber and Janice Richardson from
Workwise launched the project
sponsored by The Iron Mongers’
Company to thirty Y9 and Y10
students. They explained that the
project would feature innovation
and enterprise tasks, employer
visits and competitive projects
assigned to them by Sarah Chappell
from local engineering company,
Airzen. Students will be meeting
on Thursdays after school with
Science teacher, Mr Bell to work
on the special projects assigned to
them. The challenges launched on
Friday, 15th November and we wish
all the students involved the best of
luck!

LEAF Magna Monday 11th
November
This annual event held at Magna
was jointly attended by Swinton and
Aston Academy Y11 students. The
event showcased local employers
and enabled students to find out
more about their recruitment
plans for apprentices, discover
more about courses offered at local
colleges and to attend a special
Dragons’ Den workshop. Students
had the opportunity to question
employers about their career paths,
companies and their recruitment
plans.

AESSEAL Wednesday
6th and Thursday 7th
November

On Wednesday 6th November six
girls from Y7 and Y8 - all with
a passion for STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Arts and
Mathematics) - visited AESSEAL’s
factory in Rotherham. They had
an opportunity to meet female

engineers and find out about their
roles, career paths and academic
background. The girls also had an
opportunity to take part in some
‘hands on’ activities building a
bridge, fixing a seal and touring the
factory.
On Thursday 7th November, five
students (boys and girls) from
Y7 and Y8 also visited AESSEAL
and took part in some interactive
activities at the factory, found
out about the company’s USP and
met with some male and female
engineers.
All students enjoyed their experience
of visiting a workplace and feel
inspired to continue working hard
in their science lessons!

day workshop with a group of Y7
and Y8 girls. The girls had a medical
problem to solve that required them
to use a 3D printer and Computer
Animated Design software. They had
to design and produce an artificial
piece of bone to transplant exactly into
a model skull, which had sustained
an injury. The girls loved the whole
day and it was a fantastic experience
witnessing their design printed by the
3D printer. The workshop encouraged
the girls to consider STEM careers.
We are already looking forward to the
next AMRC day in the summer.
HEPP

All our Y7 students experienced a
HEPP (Higher Education Progression
Partnership) workshop, delivered by
Wickes project
colleagues from Sheffield Universities.
We have been delighted that two The sessions and interactive tasks were
further groups of Y9 and Y10 centred around the benefits of higher
students have been able to participate education. Students in all year groups
in the Wickes project. This is a will experience HEPP workshops
project for boys and girls linked to during the academic year. The next
construction. Students enjoyed two one scheduled is for Y8 in March.
workshops learning construction
Mad Hatters Tea Party
skills and the importance of maths
skills in this area. The third session On Tuesday, 12th November Y5
was a full day working with trade students from our local Primary
professionals on a task of their schools entered the world of ‘Alice in
choice. The groups both decided Wonderland’ at Swinton Academy.
to make picnic benches, seats and This latest Y5 transition event was
planters to be utilised in outdoor an English and Humanities themed
areas around the Academy; students day – ‘The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party’.
will be able to make use of these in During the day students focused
their outdoor base areas.
on creative writing skills related to
Wickes have formed a strong several Alice characters, learned
partnership with the academy map reading skills, followed a
and we are pleased that a further treasure hunt with an Alice theme
two Swinton academy groups are and made beautiful hats to wear at
booked in to complete the project the party!
in the Summer Term.
The finale to the day was a big ‘Mad
Hatter’s Tea Party’ where they
AMRC
enjoyed drinks and cakes and were
Swinton Academy has continued its entertained with a fantastic video
growing link with AMRC (Advanced showing the children working on
Manufacturing Research Centre). This the various tasks throughout the
time we welcomed AMRC to lead a full day.
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Dear Parents / Carers,
I always enjoy being in school at
this time of year as the excitement
of students is infectious in the
build up to Christmas. The
whole academy is decorated
and we all look forward to
our annual attractions – the
Winter Wonderland event, the
Christmas Concert, Carols in
Shirebrook Market Place and
of course the Staff Panto that

Leeds Armouries

rounds off the year.
I am always humbled by the
thoughtfulness and generosity of
our school community; this year
each form group are donating
Christmas gifts to be distributed
amongst children in the local
area and staff are collecting food
for hampers being distributed
to needy families on Christmas
Eve.
As we look back on another
enjoyable and busy year we look

forward to 2020 with hope,
inspired by the energy, optimism
and spirit of our young people.

Then we went into a secret room
to try on ancient warrior armour.
I loved the spiked shoes the
most. Soon after, we split into
two groups; the Peasants and the
King’s Knights. We had to plan a
battle strategy to destroy
the other team. Our team used a
sabotage weapon which made us
win the battle. Overall, this trip
was the best day ever!
by Emily Rowland 7RW

Local employers and providers
gave up their time to come into
the academy and conduct the
mock interviews which are an
invaluable experience for all of
the students as they begin to
think about their post 16 and
career options.
An enormous thank you to
everyone who has given up their
time to support.

On the 21st of November, I went
to Leeds Armouries; a place that
recreates Medieval England.
Firstly, our group toured around
multiple displays based on the
events of the Battle of Hastings
and the defences and strengths
of castles.
I stuck my hand in a murder
hole and experienced a battle in
virtual reality.
Y10 Mock Interviews
It was so cool. After this amazing
experience we watched a real After filling in application
battle between two knights. forms for various roles, all of
our Y10 students received a
mock interview from one of our
business partners.

Happy Christmas and New
Year to all of the families in our
Community.
Yours faithfully,
Mark Cottingham
Principal
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I-Venture team
adventure of a lifetime
to South Africa
On Monday 21 October 2019, 19
students aged 14 to 18, from four
Derbyshire schools within the
Bolsover district - Shirebrook
Academy, Frederick Gent, Stubbin
Wood and Tibshelf Community
School- set off to South Africa on
an adventure of a lifetime!
The students have all been involved
in I-Venture, a unique programme
offering opportunities for young
people, who might not otherwise
have a chance to participate in this
kind of life changing experience.
I-Venture is a true partnership effort
between Bolsover Partnership,
Bolsover District Council, DEBP
Raising Aspirations Project, Africa
Wild Trails, Woodhead Group and
the schools.
The team spent ten days under
canvas and travelled to a variety
of
locations
to
undertake
an
international
citizenship
programme
that
included
delivering first aid training to
local
communities,
working
with a local school, studying the
wildlife population, conducting an
environmental impact study and
learning about other cultures.
The expedition phase was expertly
overseen and delivered by Africa
Wild Trails, whose knowledge
and commitment to South Africa
ensured an immersive and real
experience was had by all. After a
30-hour journey, the team arrived
in Durban and began their first
phase at Tugela River Camp, in
Kwazulu-Natal province.
After travelling out into the local

communities, first aid and first
responder training (including
CPR,
bandaging
techniques,
helping someone choking and the
importance of hand hygiene) was
delivered by the young people to
benefit both staff and students at
Lethu Colenso Orphanage and
Gannahoek Combined School.
The planting of fruit trees at the
Orphanage ensured a legacy of
the I-Venture initiative. The group
also undertook a wildlife research
expedition where they spent hours
out in the bush observing the
behaviour of giraffes and collating
data. Giraffes have recently been
added to the endangered species list

and after seeing them up close the
Shirebrook students are saddened
to think how future generations
may not get to see the beautiful
creatures.
For the second half, students
travelled to a remote game reserve
in the east of the country. They
worked with the field guides of
South Africa to track, observe and
develop their understanding of
what South Africa wildlife has to
offer including hippos, buffalo,
lions and rhinos to name but a few!
The group were able to experience
some incredible close ups with some
of the most fascinating animals on
the planet, including stroking a
giraffe as it approached the jeep as
we headed out of the reserve.
Throughout the expedition the
students had an amazing time;
making memories with the group,
seeing incredible animals and
scenes and learning about different
cultures whilst meeting new people.
However, throughout their time
in South Africa, there was always
something missing, or should we
say someone; Amber Humphries
(Y11). Amber and her family had
worked tirelessly throughout the
entire programme;
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I-Venture team
adventure of a lifetime
to South Africa
Continued...
being the top fundraisers and
fully embraced the programme’s
ethos. Unfortunately, Amber
was unable to attend at the last
minute. Having such a key figure
missing from the expedition
phase had an impact for the entire
group. Amber is an amazing
girl, with great character and
resilience and everyone involved
recognises the value that she
brought to the initiative.
Clare Talati, Director of
Derbyshire Education Business
Partnership (DEBP) who coordinates I-Venture said, “The
programme is a 15-month
intensive project, involving a
rigorous recruitment process and
then a huge fundraising task. All

the students who went to South
Africa thoroughly deserved their
place and we look forward to
hearing about their experiences
at a celebration event at Creswell
Crags on 30 January 2020.”
Miss Musgrove who was
responsible for the students
from Shirebrook Academy said
,“It was an incredible experience
for myself and the students, it
has been an amazing, yet tough
15 months of fundraising and
training for the expedition, but
definitely worth it. It has been a
pleasure working with them all,
watching their confidence and
personalities grow.”
Karma, one of the students
stated, “I feel like the I-Venture
programme has made me a lot
more confident than I was when
I first started the fundraising 15
months ago. I’ve made lots of
new friends that I will forever

keep in touch with and has also
made me think about my future”.
Isaac, another student said,
“Best aspect of the trip was
experiencing new cultures,
supporting local communities
and connecting with new people
who share similar interests.”
Ross, a third student added, “The
entire experience has made me
want to do more volunteer work
in the future and be involved in
supporting other communities.”
When asked if all the hard work
was worth it, Kelsey responded
,“Yes, Yes, Yes. 100% it was worth
every second of it. The expedition
meant all the commitment
had paid off, and yeah, it was
absolutely incredible. I am so
lucky to have gone and would
encourage others to apply if they
have the chance.”
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Celebration of Success
A group of teenagers who
rescued a pensioner from his
burning home and a student who
made extraordinary progress in
her studies were singled out for
special praise when we held our
annual awards evening.
The students were among 106
young people invited on to the
stage to collect their prizes at the
Academy.
The theme of the night, based on
an address given by the invited
guest,
Derby
entrepreneur
Graham Mulholland, who built
up his multi-million-pound
engineering
business
from
nothing, was the need for hard
work and resilience, and the
importance of defining what
success means to you.
For friends Farren Walters,
Archie Ashton, Josua Jope, Liam
Gladwin and Brandon Butler,
success was doing their bit to
help others, a selfless act that won
them the academy’s Community
Services Award.
They risked their own safety to
help two off-duty police officers
lift a bedridden pensioner to
safety when he became trapped

in his home when fire broke out.
For Wiktoria Poparda, success
was winning the Governor’s
Award for making the most
progress out of any student in
the academies, while students
Chloe Evans and Isabelle Corbett
enjoyed success across a range
subjects, with both picking up
four awards each.
Other winners included Logan
Procter, Sasha Barlow, Bethany
Stubbs, Dylan Thomas and
Joshua Browne, who picked up
the Key Stage Three Team of the
Year Award for their involvement
with Bolsover District Youth
Council — better known as The
Young Voice —
and 16-year-old
Georgia Brindle,
who won the
Principal’s Award
for
recording
the highest-ever
GCSE
results
in the school’s
history,
this
summer.
Andy
Gilbert,
Vice-Principal at
the academy, said:
“The celebration
evening was a

great success and our
chance to reward students
who have excelled over
the past year, especially
our top-achieving GCSE
students who came back to
see us.”
“Graham’s message was
very inspirational because
of the way he spoke about
setting your own goals on
your path to success rather
than using other people’s.”
“In our academy, success
means different things to different
people and our awards recognise
that range of achievement.”
“He also spoke about the need
for resilience, which is a key
message for us. It became very
clear while we were choosing the
winners quite how much they
have worked hard and overcome
setbacks in order to achieve their
own success.”
Well done to everyone!

ACET PE AND SPORT
Sporting Success

Aston News SeptemberDecember

helped support the running of
the all-female event, and helped
lead activities such as Boccia,
Curling, Dancing, Volleyball,
singing in sign language and
face painting. The following girls
are a credit to the academy and
deserve huge recognition for
their commitment to the running
of the day: Jessica Beaumont,
Gianna Fletcher, Annie Gledhill,
Lily Graham, Lucy Hayes, Amelia
Higgins, Sophie Jepson, Poppy

This first half term has been a
very busy one for the PE faculty
in terms of sporting success. We
have 2 girls’ netball teams through
to the Rotherham Schools’ Final,
with Y10 and 11 undoubtedly
winning all their games in the
tournament. We have high hopes
for both teams who have been
crowned champions many times
in previous years. The U16 girls
also had a huge 9-0 win against
Wath recently in the South
Yorkshire Cup, with the U13 girls
unfortunately being defeated in
the first round. Also, in cricket
our Y8 boys have secured a place
in the South Yorkshire Cup after
being victorious in the Indoor
Rotherham
Competition.
The boys’ football teams have
additionally been very successful
this term, with Y7, 8, 9 and
10 making it through to the

Moss, Maia Rogers, Libby Stones,
Sophie Vintin, Jade Wragg, Lilia
Sedgwick, Jade Bennett-Wood,
Lily Bernstein, Frankie Bradley,
Lauren Corton and Holly Straw.

next rounds of the Rotherham
Schools and South Yorkshire
Cup. Unfortunately the Y11 boys
got knocked out in the quarter
finals.

Girl Power Day

This term saw the return of the
popular Girl Power Day, which
is held to promote positive
body image in teenagers. It is
inspired by the Sport England
project #ThisGirlCan – set up
in 2015 to inspire more women
to get fit. Aston Academy and
it’s Y10 female sports leaders
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pupils at Listerdale
Junior Academy
for their sporting
achievements and
look forward to
more in the near
future.’

the girls are showing exceptional
commitment and resilience. The
Y8 girls are currently unbeaten
which we hope stands them in good
stead for their tournament in the
new year. Y7 are working hard to
develop their team and game skills.
Our Y9 and Y10s are currently
Swinton News working as a mixed team and have
- September- achieved some fantastic results since
December
September. Six of our students now

Listerdale News
September-December
Sports Success

We reached the Rotherham
Finals in the U11 boys’ football
tournament for the first time in
3 years after a dramatic penalty
shootout saw us finish in 1st place at
the Wickersley cluster competition.
In the Rotherham Finals at Clifton
we battled against some extremely
talented football teams and finished
in 4th place. The ACET Basketball
competition at Aston Academy
resulted in 1st place finishes for
both boys’ and girls’ teams from
Listerdale Junior Academy. Daniel
Parkin in Y6 has finished in the
top 10 pupils at the Wickersley
and Rotherham Cross Country
competitions and has earned a place
to represent the South Yorkshire
Running Team. Hockey Teams
performed courageously
again this year but narrowly missed
out on Rotherham Final places.
Overall we are very proud of our

Dance
Dance club is
back in full
swing this year
and we have
welcomed
over 20 new
members
across
Y79. The new
Y7s have settled in well and their
enthusiasm is shining through!
Both KS3 & KS4 Dance teams are
working on routines ready for
the Rotherham Schools Dance
Competition in the New Year. If
you are a keen dancer or even if you
have never tried it we would love to
see you at our dance clubs.
We would also like to put out a
special invitation to any boys who
would like to join; we are desperate
to put together a male dance team,
if you are interested please come
along and show off your moves!
Miss Wainwright is excited to see
how all of the new dancers work
together. Keep up the good
work and keep dancing!

Netball
We are extremely proud
of the girls’ achievements
in Netball this year. They
have been working hard
at both training and their
matches every week. All

play for Wickersley Netball Club
and Layla Ducker, Y9 has secured a
place with Leeds Rhinos, which is a
tremendous achievement.
Physical
Curricular

Education

Extra-

After record-breaking results in
the Summer, the PE faculty has
had another extremely successful
term. We have been delighted at
the uptake of students for our extracurricular clubs. Every evening
there is something happening,
whether it be competitive sports,
recreational sports or PE theory
support. Everyone is welcome and
we would urge every student to
join at least one sports club, it is a
fantastic way to make new friends,
maintain mental and physical
wellbeing as well as learning new
skills.
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first match together. Students
faced a difficult pool including
Wath, Oakwood and Aston with a
lot more experienced players but
their resilience shone through. We
are very optimistic that the girls
will use this experience, as the
start of what we hope will be a very
successful season.
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Badminton
The fastest growing club at Swinton
Academy has been the Badminton
extra-curricular club. The new
KS3 and KS4 Badminton sessions
have been a tremendous success
with students across all year
groups. Students can attend and
play recreationally or alternatively
many students have decided to
represent the academy and are
training to compete against other
schools. This is a great club to
start if you have never been to a
PE extra-curricular club before.
Grab some friends and come along,
you will not regret it! The
Swinton Academy Badminton
teams have qualified for the
Rotherham Championships in
the new year and we wish them
the best of luck.
Cross Country
The academy would like to
thank and congratulate Olivia
and Luke for their tremendous
achievements in cross-country.
Olivia Bell Y9 competed in the
Rotherham Schools Cross Country
Championships and she became
the Y9 Girls Champion. Luke
Stables, Y8 also competed coming
an excellent 6th for Y8 Boys.
Their dedication and talent is very
inspiring to all students and they
continue to achieve fabulous results
outside the academy with their

respective athletics teams. We look
forward to seeing what they achieve
when the summer schools’ athletics
competitions begin.
Y7/8 Rugby
Through the wind, rain and plenty
of mud the Y7/8 Rugby squad have
been training every week. Gradually,
but with great determination the
boys have developed their skills.
They have had opportunities to
test these skills in local and county
competitions. This culminated in
them representing the academy
at a South Yorkshire Schools
competition at Thorne Rugby Club.;
a fantastic learning experience.
Most recently, they played against

Wath Academy.
All the
students played well and
grew in confidence as the
game progressed and we
were delighted that the boys’
tremendous effort resulted in
an impressive win.
Girls Football
Y7 team
A fantastic effort from the
Y7 girls in their Rotherham
competition, it was the team’s

Y8/9 team
After a heart breaking defeat and
being knocked out of the National
Girls ESFA Cup earlier on this
season, the girls pulled their socks
up and fought back in true Swinton
Academy style. They showed
resilience and determination to
ensure they were not defeated for
a second time and Miss Aspinall
was very proud of them! In the
match against Thrybergh, which
was their best game of the season,
Grace Newsam scored her first
goal of the season; this led to her
being the MVP for our team. Kate
Cooper then went on to score an
incredible hat trick to seal the win
4-1 to Swinton Academy, which was
a fantastic result. New additions
Brooke Hirst and Tori Parton have
made a hugely positive impact
and we are stronger than ever
before. The fighting spirit shown
by the girls this season has been
amazing and we could not be
more proud of them.

