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STRIVING FOR EXCELLENCE EMPOWERING ACHIEVEMENT

Another difficult start to the year …
After a very challenging academic year in
2020/2021 in which the pandemic and the resulting
restrictions had seriously disrupted teaching and
learning for all our young people, we were looking
forward to this new academic year with great
optimism and enthusiasm. However, any hopes
we had of a return to normality in September
were soon dashed as we received reports of
local increases in COVID-19 infection rates. In
Rotherham, in particular, (where nine of our ACET
academies are located) the infection rate has
remained well above the national average since
restrictions have been eased. And so once again
our staff, pupils and students had to cope with
the disruption of COVID-19 related absences and
restrictions.
COVID-19 related absence, combined with
absence due to seasonal illnesses, has made
staffing our academies very problematic on
occasions this term, especially in Swinton and
Aston. All ACET academies have encountered
difficulty in securing good quality supply cover,
with numerous supply agencies reporting they
had no staff available when we contacted them.
We then have to rely on the goodwill and support
of staff, giving up their planning, preparation
and assessment time to cover the classes of
absent colleagues. Trustees and senior leaders,
therefore, want to record their sincere thanks to all
ACET staff who have shown amazing dedication
and resilience in keeping the academies open,
promoting the learning progress of our young
people, whilst prioritising their safety and
protection at all times. They have been amazing!
Thank you.
Three of our staff from Aston Academy are
certainly deserving of extra commendation and
thanks for their swift and effective response in
an emergency situation. Just before the half term
break, one of our students suffered a cardiac arrest
at the end of his PE lesson, and, fortunately, his
PE teacher, Joel Allen, immediately recognised
the symptoms and began CPR. Word was sent
to the office for additional First Aid support, whilst
a 999 call was made for an ambulance. Donna
Jebson, one of Aston’s lead First Aiders, rushed
out to the sports field where the student was still
in difficulty and assisted Joel in administering
CPR and the defibrillator until paramedics arrived
at the scene. Throughout this traumatic incident,
senior leader, Mike Kilgannon, liaised with the

emergency services and school staff to ensure
that the student’s needs were addressed as
quickly and efficiently as possible. Thankfully, after
spending a period of time in hospital, the student
is recuperating well. Trustee and Aston Chair of
Governors, Jenny Hudson was delighted to make
a presentation to Joel, Donna and Mike, thanking
them for their truly exceptional performance. And,
as a consequence of this incident, ACET has
ordered defibrillators for all of our academies,
with training for staff on their use, so that they are
all prepared, should such an emergency happen
again. Well done to Aston’s lifesaving team of
Joel, Donna and Mike – you were awesome!
Of course, the pandemic has curtailed some of
the traditional seasonal events which usually
take place in schools at this time of year, with the
restrictions preventing some live performances of
nativity plays and Christmas productions, which
has been the cause of much disappointment to our
young people, their parents/carers and our staff. I
am sure that we are all hopeful that by Christmas
2022 life will be back to even more normal and
that we will be able to welcome visitors freely into
our academies once more, allowing our pupils
and students to enthral them with their amazing
talent, enthusiasm and energy!
We hope you enjoy reading this short newsletter
which highlights just some of the work which has
taken place across the trust during the Autumn
Term where, as you will appreciate, the greatest
part of our focus and energy has been on keeping
the academies safe, open and supporting our
people on accelerating their learning progress
after 18 months of disruption.
And as we concluded last year’s newsletter: Tired
though everyone is, it is with great hope that we
look forward to 2021 when we might once again
be able to experience the freedoms which we
took for granted pre-Covid. It did not happen in
2021 but maybe in 2022?
We wish you, your family and friends a safe,
healthy and happy festive season and look
forward to welcoming all our staff, students and
pupils back once more in January.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.
Very Best wishes,
John Barton			
Chair, ACET			

Eunice Newton
CEO, ACET

Thurcroft Junior Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will exceed expectation”
Dear Parents / Carers,
What a special term it has been,
it has been wonderful to see the
children enjoying their learning
and celebrating their successes.
The children make me proud
on a daily basis both with their
enthusiasm for learning and
with their impeccable behaviour.
Visitors to school and those
adults we meet during trips
away from the academy always
comment on the children’s lovely
manners and positive attitude
towards everything they do.

Harvest Festival
We had a wonderful harvest
celebration at St Simon & St
Jude Parish Church in Thurcroft.
The children were so sensible
during their walk to church and
enjoyed sharing their harvest art
activities with the whole school
whilst we were there. Before
returning to school, the children

would like to wish you and your
families a very peaceful and
Happy Christmas filled with joy.
Best Wishes
Ruth Stone
Principal

I would also like to thank parents
for your continued support and
so, on behalf of all the staff at
Thurcroft Junior Academy, I

money for charity. It started
with Hello Yellow day which was
wonderful. The children looked
fabulous in their splashes of
yellow and completed a range of
DT projects throughout the day;
Y6 designed and made friendship
bracelets for all KS2 pupils which
raised an amazing £226.50. For
Children Need, children had the
opportunity to make a donation
in return for coming into school in
their own clothes; over £245.70
was raised to help transform
children’s lives throughout the
UK. In November, Thurcroft
left their harvest gifts in church, held a day of remembrance and
which the churchwardens then children had the opportunity to
delivered to the food bank. The buy poppies and give a donation
church and the food bank were to The Royal British Legion. A
thrilled and extremely grateful great big thank you to all our
for all the donations, which filled families for helping us to support
such with while causes.
more than 32 bags.

Charity
Over the term, Thurcroft have
held various events to raise

Thurcroft Junior Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will exceed expectation”

History Day
Children across school took
part in an immersive learning
history day where they
stepped back in time and took
part in activities throughout
the day to consolidate their
learning.

In our classrooms
Y6 – The National
Holocaust

Our Y6 children had a
thought
provoking
visit
to the Holocaust Centre
where they followed the
journey of a young boy
name Leo. They depended
their understanding and
empathy for what happened
in Germany during the
outbreak of World War II.

Y5 – Our Maid Molly
Y5 went on a trip to Our
Cow Molly’s Farm to
support their Geography
topic learning about where
their food comes from.
They particularly wanted to
understand what happens on
a dairy farm so during the visit
they had a guided tour around
the farm, milked Molly the Cow
and made their very own butter!

Titans to improve their tag
rugby skills. Each week they
have focused on a different skill,
some of these being, passing
and receiving, attacking, and
defending, and dodging. All of
these skills are key aspects
within Rugby and the children
Y4 – Titans Rugby
have really enjoyed learning
During Autumn 2, Y4 have been the new tactics.
working with the Rotherham

Y3 – South
Yorkshire Fire
Service
The South Yorkshire
Fire Service visited Y3
in November. We met
members of the Fire
Service, along with
‘Bleeper’ and ‘Battery’
- two very important
characters who keep
us safe. Y3 learnt about
how to stay safe and
protect ourselves from
fires at home and outside.
We practised what to do in
the event of a fire and had a
go at a ‘Stop, Drop and Roll’
procedure.

Lowedges Junior Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will aim high to achieve and exceed expectations”

Dear Parents / Carers,
It has been a very busy first term
to the year - it has been wonderful
to have our pupils mixing together
again at playtime and with their
learning. Everyone has been
fantastic at adapting back to the
some of the ‘old’ routines and
procedures that were in place
prior to the pandemic starting.

PE & Sport at
Lowedges
Autumn has been an extremely
busy term for PE and sport
at Lowedges. Lessons have
focused on developing our skills
in football, netball, gymnastics
and basketball. It has also been
fantastic to see the return of
inter-school competitions against
other schools across the city

With all of this, we have still
managed some fundraising,
taking part in sporting events and
special event days.
So, I would like to wish everyone
a Merry Christmas and all the
best for 2022.
Best Wishes
Lindsay Jones
Principal

– we have attended ELEVEN
so far this term! This has seen
over 100 pupils represent our
academy in at least one sporting
event; many for their first time.
This is in addition to the virtual
ACET events we have run in our
lessons that all pupils have taken
part in. The pupils have been a
credit to both themselves and the
academy, showing the true power
of sport along the way; everyone

included, everyone participating
and everyone enjoying the
challenge to be the best version
of themselves. We are excited
to provide wider experiences of
competitions, festivals and events
to even more pupils across the
rest of the academic year.

Lowedges Junior Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will aim high to achieve and exceed expectations”

Fundraising
The children and families of
Lowedges have been really
busy collecting donations for
our two appeals this year. Our
Academy Ambassadors kindly
sorted through the donations
and split them ready for the
Afghanistan Refugees and
the Archer Harvest Project.
Both donations were gratefully
received from both charities.

‘The Dot by Peter Reynolds’ and
then created their own piece of
art work on a dot, which was put
together to make a whole school
display.

Well done to everyone for
showing your kindness.
Anti-bullying day was celebrated

Events
During this term, we have taken
part in lots of different exciting
events to help raise awareness
of numerous different important
topics including Black History
Month, events with the NSPCC,
World Mental Health Day, Antibullying Day and Road safety
week.
World Mental Health Day was
celebrated in school with lessons
around why our mental health
is as important as our physical
health. Every class read the story

with all pupils and staff wearing
odd socks in order to help show
them that they are able to express

themselves,
celebrate
their
individuality and that we are all
unique!
During Road Safety Week in
November, we had a special visit
from our travel safety officer who
delivered both an assembly and
year group workshops to all of the
pupils. Pupils learnt all about road
safety - how to cross a road and
how to stay visible during the dark
nights.
All of the events we have taken
part in this term are all important
issues and are all vital to help
our children be safe and happy
at all times. We look forward to
celebrating more events next
term!

Springwood Junior Academy NEWS
“Sempur Sersum - Always Aim High!”

Dear Parents / Carers,
2021 has been a challenging year;
a year where the community has
pulled together and supported
each other. Here, at Springwood
Junior Academy, we too have
pulled together and supported
each other; working hard to

Mini police at
Springwood Junior
Academy
Springwood Junior Academy have
joined forces with South Yorkshire
Police as part of the Mini Police
project. Our Y5 pupils are working
hard with our local police officers
to make our school and the
surrounding area the safest it can
be. They have designed ‘Staying
safe around the Roads’ posters;
they have explored the local area
and discussed what could be
improved to make our roads safer
including having the opportunity
to use a speed gun. They will be
working with the police at school
events to promote this.

Active Travel
Our school continually works
on a range of measures to help
tackle air pollution and waste in
order to protect our planet. We

support pupils to ‘catch up’ both
educationally and socially. Our
pupils have worked hard to embed
the core values of our school
- PRIDE (positive, respectful,
independent,
determined,
empathetic) and through this are
developing improved learning
behaviours and attitudes. We

link air quality issues with
modes of travel to school and
have anti idling campaigns,
educating the children on
clean air/pollution and have
involved parents, governors,
pupils and staff in delivering
our messages around active
travel.
To support these initiatives,
we have launched a 5 minute
walk zone and ask visitors
and parents to Park and Stride
where it is not possible to travel
actively. To further engage the
message to actively travel we
have engaged in the WOW Travel
Tracker initiative which has had a
significant impact on the number
of children choosing to travel to
school this way. Our baseline data
was 55.91% actively travelling
to school and our recent data
highlighted a 48% increase with
82.71% now actively travelling to
school. We are incredibly proud
of this increase.
Due to all the hard work the
Active Travel team are delighted
to announce that we have been
awarded the Modeshift Stars
GOLD award for our vision and
work towards active travel. The
newly created active travel team
were delighted!!!

look forward to 2022 and wish
all of our school community a
very merry Christmas!
Best Wishes
Beki Malton
Principal

Rotherham United at
SJA
We have created fantastic links
with Rotherham United. This year
Y5 and Y6 have taken part in their
‘Joy of moving’ unit which focuses
on promoting healthy, active
lifestyles. Y5 were also visited by
two Rotherham United first team
players, Joe Mattock and Mickel
Miller. Children had an opportunity
to ask them questions about their
diet, how they overcame injury, if
they ever got nervous and if they
could beat Sheffield Wednesday
the next time they play! Children
were so inspired and both Joe
and Mickel stayed and joined in
their PE lesson.

Springwood Junior Academy NEWS
“Sempur Sersum - Always Aim High!”

Y2 Aston Fire Station
visit

Christmas
Performances
The pupils of Springwood Junior
Academy have been working hard
to prepare for their Christmas
performances. FS1 performed
confidently to an audience of
FS2 and KS1 pupils; KS1 pupils
performed with enthusiasm to
an audience of KS2 pupils; KS2
pupils performed with pride and
passion to an audience of KS1
and FS2 pupils. This brought
a true festive feel to the school
and our core values of PRIDE
(positive, respectful, independent,
determined, empathetic) really
shone through. We are pleased
that we were able to record these
performances so that they could
be shared with our parents and
carers.

Community cohesion is a real
passion at Springwood Junior
Academy and through the
pandemic, this has been much
harder to immerse ourselves in.
However, we were so pleased to
be able to enhance Y2’s Fire of
London topic with a visit to our local
fire station. The pupils behaved
well and were truly engaged and
Christmas crafts
excited by this experience. We
with Aston Academy were really proud of our pupils
when they complemented for
students
their behaviours and attitudes
We were lucky enough to work by the fire officers who worked
with a range of Aston Academy with them. This visit supported
students as part of their secondary the pupils to produce some high
learning. These students had quality writing which has been
planned, prepared and delivered a displayed in school.
range of Christmas craft activities
to our pupils across school. Our
pupils were very excited and
thoroughly enjoyed the activities.
They showed respect to the Aston
students, following instructions
and asking for support when
required. It was lovely to be able
to work together as an Academy
and for the pupils of Springwood
to aspire to achieve well within
their secondary education (just as
the students who attended were).

Aughton Junior Academy NEWS
“Montez Toujours - Always Aspire!”
Dear Parents / Carers,
Well what can I say other than
this first term has been one of my
most enjoyable ever as a principal
most especially as the normal
routines have been restored in
the academy. I am so proud of
all of the children’s achievements
and would like to thank you for
all of your hard work and support
over the course of this term. Your
children are an absolute credit
to you all, and below, you will
find a snapshot of some of the
wonderful activities and events
that have taken place over the
course of the Autumn Term.

We Will Remember
Them
To mark Armistice Day this
year the children created some
beautiful art work as well as
writing some emotive poetry
which
demonstrates
their
understanding and respect for
those who sacrificed so much
for us all. This was displayed
as an academy remembrance
tree and enabled the children
to access this and remember
‘them’ at break times. Our Y5

As Christmas approaches, I
would like to thank all our parents/
carers for their ongoing support.
Many
learning
celebrations
have taken place, of which you
have played a major role. Our
Christmas celebrations although
virtual this year have been a
wonderful success and again this
is down to the wonderful support
you provide, and your amazing
children. Christmas is also a
time to celebrate together with
our family and friends, making
this time of year extra special.
May I take this opportunity on
behalf of all the team at Aughton

Junior Academy to wish you all
a very Merry Christmas and a
prosperous New Year. We look
forward to welcoming the children
back on Wednesday, 5th January
and are excited about the many
achievements that we are sure
2022 will bring.

Best Wishes
Katy Wright
Principal

academy to motivate and
inspire our children and
to support them to make
connections
between
their education and their
future careers. At Aughton
we believe passionately
that every child can
achieve and be what
they want to be in adult
life. This term we have
been fortunate enough
to have a BBC children’s
TV producer and a British
pupils took part in a very special
Motorsport/Formula
3 mechanic
mark of respect this year as they
held their minutes silence at the visit the academy to talk to the
National Holocaust museum in children about resilience and how
Lincolnshire. This visit was part of education gave them the skills
the academy focus on promoting to do a job they really love. The
the children’s cultural capital and children thoroughly enjoyed these
the children represented Aughton interactive assemblies and they
Junior Academy respectfully and will be followed up in the spring
and summer terms by visits from
maturely.
our local MP, an air ambulance
Aspiration Assemblies paramedic, a professional
This year we have invited a range footballer and a member of the
of inspirational speakers into the Derbyshire mountain rescue
team.

Aughton Junior Academy NEWS
“Montez Toujours - Always Aspire!”

Children in Need

first for so many of the
children especially as it
seemed quite magical
at Christmas. They also
loved the sound their
voices created when
singing in the vast
space and especially
enjoyed lighting their
Christingle
candles
which represents hope
for all across the world.

for working closely with us and
providing the stunning costumes
for the children. The children also
brought much Christmas joy for
the local elderly residents when
they performed their songs at their
local outdoor Christmas concert.

The children and staff at Aughton
took part in a sing along assembly
to raise funds for Children in Need
this year. The children had a great
time and raised the roof with their
singing and a fantastic £154 for
this wonderful charity.

Harvest Celebration
Our Harvest Festival was a
wonderful
celebration
again
this year. As usual the parental
support was excellent as we
were inundated with donations.
The children were so excited to
get involved in our new tradition
of sharing the produce with the
elderly residents within our local
community. The Y3/4 children
took on this responsibility this
year with pride and delivered
the harvest gift bags to our local
elderly community. The children
were humbled by the interactions
along with feedback from the
elderly residents who were so
grateful of the Harvest gift bags.

Christmas at Aughton
The
Children
attended
a
Christingle service for the first time
this year. They were in awe of the
church environment which was a

The children in KS2
performed a range of festive
carols for parents this year. This
was an extra special event as the
children were supported by the
first live performance of the Y3
and Y5 pupils who accompanied
them by playing recorder and
ukulele. It was so lovely to see the
music curriculum come alive at a
live performance and the children
sounded wonderful and were so
proud of their performance.

The children Children in EYFS
and KS1 performed ‘Our First
Nativity’ this year as part of our
Christmas celebrations and were
truly amazing! Our youngest
children did us proud with their
creation and most importantly
their performing and singing. I
would like to thank the parents

Temple Normanton
Junior Academy NEWS
“Montez Toujours - Always Aspire!”

Dear Parents / Carers,

throughout the academy. On behalf
of the wonderful team at Temple
Normanton, I would like to thank
all of our parents and carers for
your continued support throughout
this year and to wish you all a very
Merry Christmas. We look forward to
welcoming the children back to the
academy on Monday 10th January.

After what has been another year
full of interruptions and restrictions, it
was so lovely to welcome our children
back to a more ‘normal’ school year
in September. And what a pleasure
it has been to see our children back
together again! We have so enjoyed
sharing assemblies, visiting classes
and playing together at playtimes! I Best Wishes
am, as always, extremely proud of
our children; their positive attitudes Leicia Carter
and enthusiasm and the extremely Principal
high standards of behaviour shine

self-belief and determination
to succeed reaps rewards. Joe
also taught the children some
BSL which they will be using in
one of their Christmas songs!

Lest we Forget

Inspirational Visitors
We had a special visitor
Joe Dixon to speak in our
assembly. He talked about
his journey as a deaf child
and overcoming the barriers
which he faced when he was
younger in order to follow his
dreams to become a footballer.
He now represents England at
major tournaments. Joe was
an inspiration to all our pupils
and a clear example of how

To mark Armistice Day this
year, the children made poppy
artwork and had a special
assembly with Father Geoffrey
from
Temple
Normanton
Church, St James. There was
a two minute silence around the
academy to remember those
serving in the armed forces
who
have
been injured or
lost their lives.

Temple Normanton
Junior Academy NEWS
“Montez Toujours - Always Aspire!”

African Dance
Workshop
We have had an African dance
workshop in school. The
children really enjoyed learning
about African culture. Each
class worked to learn a very
energetic African dance routine
which they performed to the
rest of the school in a special
assembly.

Christmas
Performances
The children in EYFS and KS1
have been very busy practicing
for their Nativity performances,
Harvest Festival
Ice Skating Fun!
whilst KS2 pupils have
Children in Y5 & Y6 had a great We walked to our local church, been learning a number of
day at the National Ice Centre St James for a harvest festival traditional Christmas Carols.
Performances will be
in Nottingham, where they
done virtually again with
had a ‘Skate and Spectate’
recordings posted on
day. They all had fun on the
Google Classrooms for
ice and learnt new skills.
families to enjoy at home.
This was then followed
by watching South Korea
v Slovenia, a Women’s
Olympic Ice Hockey qualifier
game. A memorable day
was had by all!

service. Children
took artwork along
which remained
in Church for the
weekend harvest
service. Parents
kindly donated lots
of food and this
was delivered to
Clay Cross Food
Bank.

Listerdale Junior Academy NEWS
Dear Parents / Carers,
This term has been an exceptionally
busy and rewarding one at Listerdale
Junior Academy. The children have
made excellent progress across the
curriculum and learnt many new
things. There have been a range
of successes both in and out of
the classroom and we have been
able to reward over 300 children
for exceptional effort and learning
in class as well as showing the
character traits and values that
define Listerdale Magic.
The children have been able to
participate in various extra-curricular
activities and our sports teams go
from strength to strength; with a
special mention to the Y6 Boys
Hockey Team who were victorious in
a recent competition playing against
other local primary schools in the
region.
Our Christmas celebrations have
enabled all children to participate
and feel a part of the magic. In
early December we held our Winter
Fayre where children could take
part in games and buy Christmas
items that had been customised in
school. Friday 10th December saw
our children wearing their Christmas
jumpers with pride and participating
in Christmas craft making activities,
whilst on Tuesday 14th December,

Learning vital First
Aid skills

Santa Claus most definitely came
to town! He visited all classes and
ensured that each child received
a present, as of course, they were
all on the nice list. The final week
of term has seen children excited
about their class Christmas parties
and spending festive time with their
friends.
We continue to promote the
importance of reading across the
academy and thank you for your
support this term in ensuring that
your child reads at home at least
five times each week. A number of
our pupils have spoken about which
Christmas books they would like to
read and I’m sure there will be many
a book wrapped and ready to open
on December 25th.
The December attendance challenge
has motivated many of our pupils and
we thank you for ensuring that your
child attends the academy on time,
each day. It is only through working
together that we can achieve the best
for our children, and we sincerely
appreciate your support and working
in partnership with us.
The generosity of heart and spirit
within the Listerdale community is
unparalleled. During my short time
here, I have been able to see what
a wonderful school Listerdale is and
how people make it special. Thank
you for all of your kind donations
During Half Term Two all pupils
at Listerdale Junior Academy
undertook First Aid
training, led by Direct
Action Training.
Pupils were taught
vital skills such as:
making an emergency
call, the concepts
of basic first aid,
basic treatment for
common injuries, lifesaving skills including
CPR and information

in support of Rotherham Food
Bank at Harvest Festival time and
for providing items to help fill the
Christmas hampers; enabling us
to spread Listerdale Magic even
further. We have managed to create
twelve hampers filled with Christmas
goodies that will be distributed to
people and organisations that give
their time and energies to make
our lives, and those of other living
things, better. The hampers will be
delivered on Friday 17th December
to causes including Bluebell Wood
Children’s Hospice, Thornberry
Animal Sanctuary and Rotherham
Hospice.
We are incredibly proud of the efforts
and achievements of our pupils this
term. They work very hard and aim
to show Listerdale Magic wherever
they can. We are really looking
forward to the spring term and
welcoming our pupils back in 2022.
Wishing our pupils, their families
and wider community a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Best Wishes
Lindsey Burgin
Executive Principal

relating to the understanding of
defibrillators.
It has been an enjoyable and
educational week for pupils at
Listerdale.
Listerdale Junior Academy will
incorporate the skills learnt during
first aid training into science and
RSHE lessons to reinforce their
learning.

Listerdale Junior Academy NEWS

Kingswood Residential
In September, Y6 pupils at
Listerdale Junior Academy had the
opportunity to go on a residential
to Kingswood in Dearne Valley.
Pupils were provided with many
new adventurous experiences
which, not only challenged them
physically, but also saw pupils
develop resilience, courage,
teamwork and the confidence
to give anything a go - even if
it’s scary! At times, the weather
was challenging, but this didn’t
dampen spirits! All still enjoyed
the activities: climbing, archery,
abseiling, high ropes - to name a
few! It was the most perfect start
to the year and provided all pupils
with memories alongside their
peers to cherish when they make
the move up to Y7.

Listerdale Remembers
To commemorate the selfless
sacrifices made for this country
many years ago, all pupils - from
Foundation to Y6 - learnt about the
world wars. Every class created a
sustainable poppy wreath from
recycled plastic bottles which
were then proudly displayed on

the front gate for all to see that
‘Listerdale Remembers’. Pupils
assembled in the yard at 11.00am
to the sound of ‘The Last Post’. At
11.00am pupils showed absolute
respect when we held a two
minute silence and you could hear
a pin drop. Lined up in classes
on the yard, the bugle played
to signify the ending of the two
minute silence followed by poetry
readings for each key stage. The
pupils represented the academy
well and were very respectful to
the many who made sacrifices to
allow us to enjoy the privileges we
do today.

Goodbye, Autumn;
Hello, Winter!
The children in Foundation have
been inspired by a book called
‘Goodbye Autumn, Hello Winter’
by Kenard Pak. They visited the
Forest School area to begin to look
for signs that winter is on its way!
They discovered trees that are
bare, with no leaves, and some
trees still have green leaves. We
discussed that some trees are
evergreen and this means they
never change colour in autumn. It
was a very cold visit to the Forest
School and we talked about how
we stay warm in winter and how
animals stay warm. We found
out that some animals hibernate
during the winter months! The
children liked the idea of sleeping
all through the winter months and
waking up when it is warm again.
Have a look at the amazing trees
we created using different sized
sticks we found in the woods.
We worked as a team to place
the sticks and then back inside

where it was warm and cosy
we added different materials to
show which season the tree is
showing. At the end of the day
the children asked ‘will it snow in
winter?’ The children decided to
wish for snow and the very next
day when they looked out the
window they discovered all of the
snow that had fallen during the
night! Coincidence?
The children at home have
been very busy completing their
Autumn Forest School Champion
Challenges and are looking
forward to completing the winter
challenges. Here are a few of the
autumn challenges the children
completed at home:

Listerdale Junior Academy NEWS

Christmas is coming to
Listerdale!
Our
Christmas
celebrations
in Listerdale have begun! The
classrooms have been decorated,
the academy trees have been
decorated, with a decoration
made by every child in school,
and there is excitement in the air!
The celebrating began last week
when we held our annual ‘Winter
Fayre.’ In collaboration with the
Friends of Listerdale (FoLS),
many wonderful creations were
made to meet an abundance
of online orders and to sell at
the event. There were several
differently decorated baubles on
offer along with reindeer food,
Christmas Eve bags and gift tags
to name but a few. Everyone had
been very busy in their classroom
workshops preparing items for
the fayre. At the actual event,
alongside items for the children

and young people. We are
currently planning a platinum
celebration day in collaboration
with our Active Travel Officer from
Modeshift Stars to celebrate our
achievement. A very big well
done to everybody!
In other active travel news, we are
to purchase, they could also continuing to encourage children
play many Christmas themed to travel actively to school and
games, made and run by our record our journeys using the
Academy Council. The Academy travel tracker. The children are
Council did an amazing job of loving earning the badges each
engaging the children in their month and are particularly excited
games whilst some members for this month’s badge with a
also ran the stalls. A big thank picture of a polar bear on. Last
you to all of them! Next week the week in school we were delighted
Christmas theme continues as to welcome Emily our Modeshift
we look to forward to recording Stars Officer into school to
our Christmas performances, deliver an important assembly,
wearing our Christmas Jumpers for all children, about ‘Be Bright
to support ‘Save the Children’, Be Seen’ to make sure we are
Christmas lunch, Christmas craft all safe during these dark winter
afternoon and Christmas parties! months. As part of the assembly
Phew, it’s going to be a busy Emily also launched a new
and exciting end to the half term. active travel competition, asking
Happy Christmas from everyone the children to design a helmet
at Listerdale Junior Academy!
thinking about being seen in the
dark. The children were excited
Active Travel
to design their helmet and are
We are delighted to announce definitely curious about what the
that not only has Listerdale Junior winner may receive as a prize!
Academy been successful in In upcoming events, as well as the
renewing our gold accreditation platinum celebration event, we
from Modeshift Stars, but we are looking forward to a Dr Bike
have also earned the highest day in school in early December
accolade and have become the and in the New Year we hope to
proud owners of the platinum relaunch our successful ‘Park and
award - only the second school Stride’ initiative.
in Rotherham to achieve this!
Through this national school’s
award scheme, we have been
recognised and acknowledged
for our continued commitment to
promoting sustainable modes of
transport in order to improve the
health and well-being of children

Brookfield Junior Academy NEWS
Dear Parents / Carers,
We would like to say thank you
for all the support you have
given us over this first amazing
term. We look forward to
sharing the true spirit and joy of
Christmas with all our children
and their families over the
next few weeks. We are proud

of the positive attitude and
resilience that all our children
are demonstrating. Thank you
to everyone for pulling together
with a genuine community spirit
to ensure that we are all as
safe and healthy as possible.
We look forward to continuing
our work with you in the lead

up to the Christmas holidays
and in the New Year.
Best wishes and happiness to
everyone.
Farouk Gossiel
Principal

farewell to Miss Boyce who
is moving on to a new job in
January 2022. We are sad to
see her go and wish her all the
best.
We would like to say a huge
thankyou to Mrs Shaw and
Miss Emery who have taught
and supported Y1 over this half
term.
We would like to take this
opportunity to say a huge,
warm welcome to our new Y1
Teacher, Miss Chloe Harrop.

READING
We would like to say a big thank
you for all your support! Lots of
great books have been bought
from the brilliant Boggledybook
Children’s Bookshop. We sold
a total of 279 books and school
received 56 free books for our
class libraries and reading for
pleasure books we send home.
We thoroughly enjoy watch our
children experience a true love
of Reading.
Our children enjoyed listening
to stories read by Councillor
Cusworth.

We would like to say a huge
Hallam Mission
thank you to our amazing
Christmas
Friends
of
Brookfield
parents who have organised
We have applied to Hallam
exceptional fundraising events
FM Mission Christmas and
to raise money for our academy
are happy to announce that
and charities.
BJA were successful in their
application and received 6 Yet again this year the
sacks of presents to distribute fundraising has paid for a book
to pupils. This will help make for every child which was hand
Christmas extra special for delivered by Father Christmas
some of our wonderful pupils. on Friday 10th December. If
Thank to Mrs Moore for all her you would like to join Friends
efforts with this.
of Brookfield and support
our wonderful academy then
Thank you!
please contact Miss Crook or
After 7 years, we would like Mrs Moore.
to say a big thank you and

Brookfield Junior Academy NEWS
in a variety of ways. Recent
activities include reading with
our pupils and Councillor
Sansome
helping
Father
Christmas deliver some gifts.

Keeping Children Safe
This half term, KS2 children
have had assemblies on Road
Safety and Railway Safety
(delivered
by
Rotherham
United Football Club).

Thankyou!

Heart Dissection

Thank you to Councillor Wyatt
for linking with BJA to organise
food parcels of surplus food
from
local
supermarkets
to some of our families on
Christmas Eve. This project will
help numerous local families
and also prevent quality food
going to waste. If you are in
need of a food parcel, please
do contact our academy this
week.
A huge thank you to the co-op
and the New York Bagel factory
for supplying our academy with
amazing healthy food that our
children have been able to eat
during the school day.

Y5 & Y6 enjoyed a visit from
Swinton Academy science
staff who performed a heart
dissection for the children. It
was fascinating!

Local Councillors
Our Local Borough Councillors
continue to support us at BJA

Langwith Basset
Junior Academy NEWS
Dear Parents / Carers,
It is difficult to believe that we
are already nearing the end of
the Autumn term and what a
wonderful term it has been.
I am extremely proud of the
way our children, families and
staff have continued to adapt
to the ever-changing routines
and expectations that are now
part of our everyday life. Our
children continually amaze me
with their kindness, curiosity and
enthusiasm and it is an absolute
privilege to work with them on
a daily basis. Our new library
is already much loved and very
well used, with pupils very much

enjoying the wider range of texts
on offer, the more open access
to fiction and on fiction, and the
chance to choose a book to read
for pleasure in addition to their
targeted reading books. Their
enthusiasm when talking about
their books is a joy to behold.

Some of these have been
virtual, such as our Key Stage 1
Christmas performance, but have
been great fun nonetheless.
Once again, I would like to thank
everyone in the Langwith Bassett
Academy community for your
continued support and, on behalf
of all the staff, would like to wish
everyone a very Merry Christmas
and a happy and peaceful New
Year.

We have continued to focus
on bringing learning to life and
providing a broad and challenging
curriculum with many fun
activities and events taking place,
including volcanoes, tsunamis Best Wishes
and earthquakes being recreated
Sarah Bacon
by our talented Geographers in
Principal
Y3 and Y4. We have all loved
getting ready for the end of term,
with all our Christmas events.

level. During the intermission
between the different periods
of the game we enjoyed singing
along to the music. A great time
was had by all

Incredible Geography

Skate and Spectate
On 8th October Class 4 were very
excited to travel to Notttingham
Ice Arena to take part in ‘Skate
and Spectate’.
First of all we had half an hour
on the ice trying to stay upright!
Some of us got our balance really
quickly and were able to skate
around with confidence. Others
took a little bit longer, but we all
had great fun – despite the odd
fall!
After our skating session we went
to the professional arena, where

we watched an Olympic qualifying
ice-hockey match between Korea
and Iceland. We were amazed
at how fast the players moved
around the ice and how well they
controlled the puck. It was obvious
that the players must have spent
years training to reach such a high

Y3 and Y4 have been learning
about the natural world beneath
their feet. They have had great
fun finding exciting ways to
learn about the world. They
have investigated earthquakes,
volcanoes and tsunamis. They
were very excited to create their
own erupting volcano in the
academy hall. What a memorable
experience. Thank goodness they
didn’t act out a real flood!

Langwith Basset
Junior Academy NEWS

Christmas
We have had great fun enjoying
the run up to Christmas at LBJA,
taking part in Christmas jumper
Day and holding Christmas
parties for the children. The pupils
in Classes 1 and 2 have worked
so hard to prepare for their
performance this year and all

Remembrance
Everyone in the academy joined
the National two minutes of silence
to commemorate Remembrance
day. We all learned why this day
is so important and Class 1 and
2 also made their own poppies to
help them to remember what the
day is all about.

Design and
Technology
Our Key Stage 1 pupils showed
some excellent team work and
some inspiring design skills when
they worked together to design
and build their own exercise
trim trails. They found ways to

incorporate climbing over, under
and through, travelling in different
ways and different levels,
balancing, climbing and jumping.
It was a very close contest but
the lego design was the eventual
winner with a wooden block design
coming a very close second.

their hard work has definitely paid
off. They looked wonderful in their
nativity and Christmas outfits and
the singing was beautiful. There
were also budding musicians in
their midst, who added their bells
to the Christmassy atmosphere.

Waverley Junior Academy NEWS
Dear Parents / Carers,

learning opportunities continue.

The first term has flown by and so
many exciting events have taken
place in school. This term we have
seen a number of experiences
back on the calendar: educational
visits, swimming lessons, visits
in the local community, visitors
into the academy, and much
more. Long may these enriching

As
Christmas
approaches,
I would like to thank all our
parents / carers for their ongoing
support. With your support, our
Christmas celebrations have
been a wonderful success, and
your children have been a credit
to you and the academy.

It’s beginning to feel
a lot like Christmas!

Post Man Pat

Our FS2 children had a special
visit from Post Man Pat. They
enjoyed giving him their handwritten Christmas letters they had
written. The look on their faces
was amazing!!

The School Council have had
a fantastic morning decorating
Catcliffe Post Office ready for
Christmas. A huge thank you to
Terry and his team for inviting
us. The children loved having the
freedom to make the shop look
festive in their own way.

I hope you have a wonderful
Christmas and a Happy New
Year. I look forward to seeing you
all in 2022!
Best Wishes
Cathryn Keeton
Principal

Anti-Bullying Week

To celebrate Anti-Bullying Week,
we wore odd socks all day. One
Kind Word can be a turning
point, it can change someone’s
perspective, it can change their
day.

Having fun in the snow!

Waverley Junior Academy NEWS

and wear their poppies with
pride. Children from FS0 to Y6
made a wreath and everybody
observed the silence with
utmost respect. Three Y6
children bravely read a poem,
and all Y5 Tigers composed
and read aloud their own poem.
Reverend Philip joined us and
could not believe how wellbehaved the children were.

Remembrance Service
There are lots of proud
moments being Waverley’s
Principal but this is up there
as one of the best. In our
Remembrance Service, FS2 Y6 came together to remember

Decorating our
Christmas trees.

Aston Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will make a difference”

Dear Parents / Carers,
As we approach the end of this
very busy and productive term,
may I first extend our thanks to
all of our parents/carers for your
support in enabling us to maintain
our usual high standards and
expectations throughout this
term. Students have readapted to
the more ‘usual’ school routines
with maturity and resilience and
we are very proud of them.
This term, two colleagues are
leaving us for pastures new;
we extend our thanks and very
best wishes for the future to Mrs
Cramphorn (English) and Mr
Cooper (Inclusion).
Despite the ongoing restrictions
linked to the pandemic, it has
been a pleasure to see students
from across the year groups
participating in so many exciting
extra-curricular
opportunities.
Our newly launched Thursday
extra-curricular programme has
seen excellent attendance from

Student Success!
Y13 Health and Social Care
students have organised a
collection for New Hope Food
Bank, one which supports our
local
community.
Students
prepared an email to staff, spoke
during 6th form briefings and
promoted this around the 6th
form common room. We have
received a fantastic amount of
donations which were taken to
the bank on Friday 3rd December.
We were able to donate over
200 items on behalf of Aston
Academy Sixth Form! Students
chose to organise the collection
during December as they were

students and we are delighted
that so far, 48% of our students
in Year 7 – 10 have participated;
we encourage students who have
not yet accessed this fantastic
programme to get involved during
term 2.

staff and students participated
in our Christmas jumper day.
We are delighted to report that
we have raised a grand total of
£4591 in support of the Snowflake
Appeal. Many thanks to all for
your generosity and support!

We have also enjoyed fantastic
sporting success this term. Our
congratulations go to our U13
girls’ football team, our girls’
netball teams and our U13 boys’
cricket team, to mention but a
few!

We look forward to welcoming
our students back from Tuesday
4th January and we ask for
your support in ensuring that
students attend in full, correct
school uniform, ready for the new
term. In the meantime, on behalf
of the whole Aston Academy
A huge thank you must go to
community, I wish you and your
all students and staff who were
families a happy and peaceful
involved in our poppy making
Christmas and New Year break.
workshop which enabled a
fantastic poppy display to mark
remembrance day; thank you Dominic Curran
also to Ms Brookes for her moving Principal
rendition of the Last Post during
our two minutes’ silence.
This week, students have enjoyed
visiting our annual Snowflake
Fair in support of the children’s
hospital and today, many or our
conscious that December can be parachute games, boccia, indoor
a particularly tough time of year curling and seated volleyball. Y12
for some families.
Health and Social Care students
are currently studying unit 9On Friday 19th November, supporting people with learning
Y12 Health and Social Care disabilities, so this event enabled
volunteered at ‘Girl Power Day’ them to experience working with
which was held at the English young people with a range of
Institute of Sport. The event ran learning disabilities and apply the
in conjunction with Children in knowledge and skills they have
Need with the aim of providing learnt this term. It was fantastic
opportunities for local special to see our students supporting
schools which empower and those from local special schools,
build self-confidence in the showing
patience,
empathy,
girls that attend them. Over 100 encouragement
and
being
girls from local special schools excellent role models.
attended and participated in a
range of activities ran by the Y12
HSC students, these included

Aston Academy NEWS
“With your commitment we will make a difference”

Remembrance day
This year for our Remembrance
Day display, the art department
ran a whole school extra-curricular
poppy making workshop. We
were extremely pleased that over
70 students attended the session,
ranging from years 7 - 10.
Our poppies are made from a
variety of materials, with each
petal made individually and then
secured together to make a
whole flower. The enthusiasm
and compassion with which our
students approached this project
was both commendable and
endearing. The students made
so many poppies, we were able
to create multiple memorials
around our school site. The Art
department, and our whole school
community, are immensely proud
of those involved - thank you!
At Aston Academy, we remember.
To keep up to date with all things
art related at our academy, please
follow us on Instagram
@astonacademyarts

Snowflake Appeal
Over the last 5 years, we have
donated over £12,000 to Sheffield

Children’s Hospital and
this year, we are hoping
to add another £5,000
to that total. We have
once again secured a
Snowflake on the side
of the hospital and have
been running a range of
events to raise money
towards our appeal.
We held the Y7 + Y8
Halloween
Disco
in
October and raised a
fantastic £600, there
some excellent fancy dress
costumes! Our annual snowflake
fayre will take place on Thursday
16th December where we will
have numerous stalls- a tuck shop,
raffle, name the teddy, Christmas
gift stall, Christmas decorations
stall and many more! The event
will be ran by our Y12 Health
and Social Care students and all
students will get the opportunity
to visit throughout the day. We
will also be holding the annual
Christmas Jumper Day on Friday
17th December, with all proceeds
and donations going towards our
Snowflake Appeal total. Fingers

crossed we can surpass our
target again this year!

Winter Wonderland

L
ast Christmas amidst very
difficult times, the Art, Design &
Technology faculty, along with Ms
Layden and Mr Esberger, created
a Winter Wonderland to spread
Christmas cheer. Unfortunately,
due to Covid restrictions and
limited movement around the
academy site, only Y7 students
got to see it. However, it was so
successful, we decided to do it
again this year so that everyone
could be involved!
As always, it was a team effort
between staff and students, with a
large number of helpers from Y7 to
Y10. The decorated snowflakes,
painted penguins and wooden
reindeer look fantastic! The very
cute wooden reindeers are being
auctioned off during the last week
of term to raise money for the
snowflake appeal, along with clay
tree decorations and Christmas
cards.

Swinton Academy NEWS
“Everybody doing everything possible to help every student succeed in every way”

Dear Parents / Carers,
It is hard to believe that we are
approaching the end of our first term
of this academic year. It has gone so
quickly. It has been a very busy one
despite all the difficulties that Covid
and the pandemic has brought us
but I am sure if you follow us on
Facebook or Twitter you will have
seen the vast amount of activity and
extracurricular opportunities that our
young people have still been able to
access despite this.
I am also delighted to report that
students have risen to all the
challenges that we have given them
and the majority are working hard
to follow re-sequenced schemes
of work in order that they catch up
quickly and make good progress.
They make us all proud on a daily
basis.

Everybody’s Talking
about Jamie

We hope you have been able to
see the hit film ‘Everybody’s Talking
about Jamie’ that is now showing
on Amazon Prime. It was such an
exciting time for everyone at the
academy to witness a film crew work,
the vast scale of which was almost
overwhelming at times. The academy
site features heavily in the film, our
classrooms, offices and Wentworth
Hall, which was transformed into
a very glitzy prom venue for Jamie
and his classmates.
The film
challenges many stereotypes and
promotes equality and the protected
characteristics that our students and
staff also uphold. In September,
we enjoyed a fantastic ‘Hollywood’
evening watching the film, joined by
staff, including many ex-staff and
students and their extended families.
The film was superb and if you have
not yet had a chance, then we urge
you to watch it. As well as featuring
our academy, there are plenty of
local landmarks that you will also
recognise in the film.

As always, we continue to promote
high
expectations
and
high
standards across the academy, your
support with this has been greatly
appreciated. Overall, our students
look smart and wear their uniform
with pride. They are punctual and
have good attendance, despite
the significant impact of the recent
illness. Our new Y7 students have
settled in really well and are making
the most of all the opportunities
available to them.
At this time of year, we also spend
time thinking about others. Again, all
our students have been busy putting
together Christmas hampers for
delivery to people in our community.
We have been humbled by their
generosity, their kindness and their
sense of community.

MacMillan Coffee
morning
On 24th September, the academy
hosted a Macmillan Coffee Morning
to raise funds for this leading
national cancer charity. This year,
organisation of the event was
handed over entirely to our Post
16 students, who did an amazing
job! Y12 and Y13 students worked
collaboratively to promote the event
with staff and students and on our
social media pages. They set up cake
stalls at various locations across the
academy site on the day and served
hot drinks to staff. In total, students
raised £311.94. We are very proud of
their achievements.

We would also like to take this
opportunity to thank Shannon
Morley, our cover supervisor, who
will be leaving us this Christmas. We
wish her well in all that she does in
the future.
May we take this opportunity to wish
you all a restful and happy Christmas
period and a prosperous new year.
We look forward to welcoming our
students back on their allocated
testing day and are excited about
the many achievements that we are
sure 2022 will bring.
Stay safe and
take care,
Best wishes
Rebecca Hibberd
Principal

Yorkshire Wildlife
Park
In October, 154 Y7 students visited
Yorkshire Wildlife Park as part of
their Animal Antics topic in English.
Students used this experience to
develop their descriptive writing
skills within their English lessons.
They all had a fantastic time getting
to see the animals, getting to know
each other and getting to know their
teachers. Luckily, the rain held off
until the last 10 minutes but nothing
could spoil such a wonderful day.
One student said, “Although I have
been before, it never gets old and I
really enjoyed it!”
Their behaviour was impeccable
and several members of the public
commented positively about them as
well as the teachers who supervised.
Miss Seagrave said, “The students
were absolutely amazing! It was a
pleasure to spend the day with them
at the park!”

Swinton Academy NEWS
“Everybody doing everything possible to help every student succeed in every way”

less than 1 in 10 survive. At Swinton
Academy, we are proud to be part of
the ‘Restart a Heart’ campaign, this
year alone we have had over 400
students taking part and learning
the CPR technique. Well done to
everyone involved!

Christmas
Preparations

Remembrance Day
Service
On Thursday 11th November,
Swinton Academy held their first
ever Remembrance Day Service,
after school, for the Student
Leadership groups. The event took
place in Wentworth Hall and was to
commemorate the lives of those who
gave theirs for us.
50 students attended to watch a
service held by Mrs Rhodes and
listen to readings by students from
the whole academy leadership
groups. The service focused on the
different wars: WWI, WWII, Iraq and
Afghanistan up to the modern day
war, the Coronavirus pandemic.
Students listened attentively and
we are incredibly proud of them all
for giving up their time to show their
respect and mark this occasion.
The service ended with time to
reflect followed by refreshments for
everyone.
Next year, we hope to invite more
students to attend.

Outstanding Life
Saving Training –
Restart a Heart
On 2nd November, over 200 of our Y8
and Post 16 students received training
in First Aid and Life Saving skills.
Students were able to demonstrate
how to act in emergencies including
how to perform CPR and the use of
a defibrillator.
‘Restart a Heart’ is a campaign held
every year in October to encourage
more people to learn CPR. The
goal is to raise awareness of the
importance of teaching members
of the public how to help restart the
heart of someone who has suffered
a cardiac arrest. Over 30,000 people
suffer a cardiac arrest out of hospital
in the UK every year and currently,

Christmas is almost here and at
Swinton Academy we have been
making up for missed celebration
times over the last year with lots of
Christmas activities. The tutor groups
are busy preparing our Christmas
hampers, ready to be delivered into
our local community. The extra food
that students bring in is donated to
our local food bank, this is always
very well received and the students
are always proud to help those less
fortunate in our community. The
Christmas hampers are decorated
by each tutor group, we are always
amazed by the dedication and
imagination of our students who
create these amazing hampers.
We would like to thank families
who have donated food, treats and
toiletries to go inside these; your
generosity is very much appreciated.
Students have entered into the
Christmas spirit by taking part in lots
of activities such as the Christmas
disco, Christmas lunch together
and wearing Christmas decorations
with their uniforms and visiting the
Christmas grotto created and run by
our wonderful KS4 and Post 16 health
and social students. Thank you to
all our wonderful staff and students,
who have planned, participated and
made these celebrations special by
getting involved.

Swinton Academy NEWS
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and is a subject we continue to
address. The. Student Council have
also been very busy working on staff
and student pledges to help end
discriminatory language around the
academy.
We are supporting Young Minds,
the mental health charity and this
coincides with work we are already
doing with staff and students on
wellbeing; working towards the
Carnegie Mental Health Award.

MFL Great European
Bake Off
As part of our week-long celebration
of the European Day of Languages
this
September,
the
Modern
Languages faculty organised an
academy-wide
‘Swinton
Great
European Bake Off’. Now in its third
year, this competition just gets better
and better! Students were tasked
with baking a cake, buns or biscuits,
which celebrated language learning
or a different culture. As usual, the
standard of entries was incredibly
impressive. We are astounded at
how students come up with new
ideas each year! All entrants were
awarded ten achievement points
and after some very difficult judging,
1st, 2nd and 3rd prize-winners
were selected and received some
language-related goodies to take
home. The competition took place
on the same day as the Macmillan
Coffee Morning, so we were fortunate
to have the support of some of our
Post 16 students with selling the
entries to raise further money for
Macmillan. £50 was raised just from
the European Bake Off entries. Well
done to all students who entered.

Career Events
In the world of careers and enterprise,
Y9 students have started their STEM

project with Sheffield Ironmongers
and some students are also involved
with the Vulcan Project. Y7 are now
using the new START profile and
working on their careers journey.
Next half term this work will continue
with other year groups.
We were delighted to host a Vulcan
Innovation project earlier this term.
Y9 students were selected and
invited to take part in the project
where they worked with staff from
Workwise and made benches and a
planter. Students worked towards a
qualification in carpentry and learned
valuable skills with measuring and
cutting wood as well as using power
tools!

PSHE

It has been an exciting term for
students in Swinton Academy. There
have been several presentations for
year groups on keeping safe - South
Yorkshire Fire and Rescue came
in to talk about ‘dark nights’ safety
and safety on the roads. We have
also invited external speakers from
Network Rail, who highlighted the
dangers of playing near railways. On
the back of the website ‘Everyone’s
Invited’, we have done some
extensive works across the academy
on sexual harassment and abuse in
schools and online. This is essential
work with students to discuss how
this would look in a school setting

Children in Need
At Swinton Academy, we came
together and once again supported
Children in Need. There were lots of
events taking place which were run
by the year councils. The Y7 council
wanted to raise money by doing a
sponsored fun run in their PE lessons.
The challenge was set: Swinton
Academy to London and back again,
a total of 335 miles. They smashed
the target miles and covered 347.96
miles or 560 kilometres.
Other activities included wearing a
red accessory; selling Pudsey Bear
badges, a Kahoot quiz, Name the
Teddy, find Pudsey Bear, and guess
the number of paper clips in a jar
and a raffle. So far, we have raised
£290.14 for the great work Children
in Need do for children and families
of those who are disadvantaged in
life.

Shirebrook Academy NEWS
“A community of inspiration, excellence and opportunities for all to grow”

of November. The trip was an
exciting opportunity to take part
in some hands-on Humanities to
help with what we’re studying in
the classroom. Firstly, students
headed to Lincoln Cathedral; one
of the oldest and most stunning
examples of Medieval architecture.
Inside the Cathedral, we took part
in a workshop which examines
the struggle for power that took
place between the Church and
the State in Medieval England.
After soaking up the medieval
majesty of the cathedral, students
put their Geography skills to the
test by finding out more about
the settlement of Lincoln itself.
This was a perfect chance to

Dexter Morley
On
the
14th
November,
communities came out in force
to remember the fallen. Parades
through towns were followed by
silence at local cenotaphs as the
last post sounded. Y11 student,
Dexter Morley was asked to be
part of the local parade and given
the important role of flag bearer.
Here is his account of the day...
“For remembrance Sunday, I
was gladly asked to take part in
the parade carrying the standard
Union Jack flag on the march in
and out of church. During this
amazing experience I met Peter
Ellis, MBA and his wife. I also
met a 99-year-old WW2 veteran
who was actually part of Bletchley
Park where the enemies secret
messages were decoded. I felt
truly honoured to meet these
people.

After leaving the church, my dad
and I made our way to the Staff
Sports and Social Club to do the
last post and raise more money
for the poppy appeal”.

Lincoln
As part of their Y7 Humanities
lessons, all Y7 students took part
in a visit to Lincoln at the end

show off some of the knowledge
that they have developed in their
Geography lessons last half-term.
As well as being a nice change
of scenery, the trip brought to life
many of the things we have been
learning about.

Shirebrook Academy NEWS
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included the very spooky coal
tunnel, and Paxton’s rock garden.
The students were in awe as
they entered this wonderland
of stone. We just had to try the
maze before ending our day,
thankfully we didn’t lose anyone
in there and we returned with
a full complement of students,
having incredible photographs
and a fantastic experience under
their ‘camera’ belts.

Chatsworth
Galleries and museums are now
open and as a result, we were
delighted to take the chance to visit
Chatsworth back in October. In
compliance with safety measures,
we took a small group of 15 Y10
Art and Photography students on
a visit to the house and gardens
of this magnificent stately home.
Our focus – taking photographs
and articulating our thoughts and
opinions about the art, design
and architecture on show. We
toured the house initially, taking
photos and listening to the guides
tell fascinating stories. One such
story involved an Italian artist
whose relationship with the
housekeeper at Chatsworth was
not on particularly good terms. In
anger, he decided to immortalise
her as a witch in one of the ceiling
paintings!
The weather was kind to us as we
explored the gardens. Highlights

ACET PE & Sport NEWS
PE at Listerdale
Since the beginning of the new
academic year pupils at Listerdale
Junior Academy have enjoyed a
range of physical activities.
FS1/2 & KS1 PE lessons have
focused on object control and
locomotion, where pupils have
learnt how to move in various ways
at different speeds and improve
their throwing and catching
skills. We continue to focus on
the importance of team work in
lessons which pupils take into the
wider academy community.
In our KS2 PE lessons, pupils
have enjoyed learning Basketball,
Football, Hockey and Netball and
have worked hard to improve
their ability to play team games
and progress skills needed for
these particular sports.
Y3 and Y4 pupils enjoyed
participating in an All Stars
Football Event at Wath Academy
in September and will soon be
attending a Hockey event as inter
school competitions return.
Y5 and Y6 pupils have attended
competitive
inter
school
competitions and have had the
following results:
Y5/6 Tag Rugby Rotherham Final
– 5th place out of 20 schools

From top left: Myla Parker, Archie
Stokes, George Cunningham,
Josh Groves & Fran Lucas
From bottom left: Hassan Ali,
Jakob Toich, Bella Downey, Sam
Harris & Joseph Sharp

Y5/6 Girls Hockey Rotherham
Final – 5th place out of 16 schools
From top left: Hope Bonnington,

Fran Lucas, Myla Parker, Lucy
Winter & Darcey Easthope
From bottom left: Lexi Sayles,
Bella Downey, Ellie Draycott &
Evie Clarke
Y5/6 Boys Hockey Rotherham
Final – 1st place out of 12 Schools

We are extremely proud of our
Y5/6 Boys Hockey Team who
were undefeated after 7 intense
games to become Rotherham
champions. All pupils displayed
excellent sportsmanship and a
special mention must go to Josh
Groves who displayed outstanding
defensive skills and Jakob Toich
who scored an impressive 7
goals! A huge congratulations to
the team who will be attending the
South Yorkshire Finals next half
term.
From top left: Josh Groves, Archie
Willers, Joseph Sharp, George
Cunningham & Harvey Elliott.
From bottom left: Max King,
Hassan Ali, Jakob Toich & Zach
Chester.

PE at Brookfield

After several weeks of extra
intensive training after school,
on Saturday 11th December a
group of 9 pupils from KS2 went
to watch Rotherham United vs
Burton Albion league 1 fixture.
At half time, they played on the
pitch themselves, in an 8-minute
game against Bramley Sunnyside
Juniors. Despite the awful weather
conditions, the children played
very well together demonstrating
excellent sportsmanship. Their
teamwork and resilience were
amazing. They were outstanding
representatives of Brookfield
Junior Academy. Everyone had a
brilliant day. A huge well done to
all children involved! We are so
proud of you
A group of Y4, Y5 and Y6
pupils attended the Totty Cup at
Swinton Academy. They played
4 football matches against
schools in Rotherham. The
children performed to the best of
their ability and were a credit to
Brookfield Junior Academy and
ACET.
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the best of luck.

PE at Springwood
We have had the most fantastic
first term of PE at SJA, it has
been so wonderful to get back to
competitive sport and giving our
children further experiences.
We had ‘Installing Inspirations’
visit our school to educate children
on healthy diet choices, how to
exercise safely and making it fun.
We finished with a KS2 workout,
which was so much fun!
This term we have been visited
by Tunde and introduced to the
African culture. Children were
taught a traditional African dance
that would be performed at
wedding.
Key Stage 2 have been taught
the vital skills of First Aid,
learning about primary surveys,
the recovery position and CPR.
Children were engrossed in
learning these new skills and
could talk about publicised events
where First Aid were needed to
save an athletes life.
We have had our first two
competitive matches this term.
Our Y5 class went to Aston
Academy to compete against
other ACET skills in basketball.
Our girls were awarded the most
respectful team award and our

boys the best for teamwork! We
are very proud of them.

The girl’s netball teams have
also had plenty of success during
this term and have seen many
wins against local schools. Lots
of new students have joined the
club this year and it is great to
see so many girls participating
in something different. The Sixth
Form, Y11 and Y10 students won
their tournament and will play in
the finals which are due to take
place in April. We are hopeful our
other year groups will join them!
We have recently had our netball
Christmas party which included
secret Santa gifts, pass the
possible and plenty of food and
fun! All fixtures will resume after
the Christmas break.

Our cricket fixtures are also up
The Y5/6 football team had their and running again. More recently
first football match against a very our U13s boys’ team won the
good Aston Fence team. They Rotherham Indoor Tournament,
worked so hard as a team and the meaning they will go through
final result was 3 v 0 to SJA!
to the next round to represent
South Yorkshire which is a great
PE at Aston Academy achievement. The U13 and U15
girls will play in their tournaments
This term has seen huge numbers in the next couple of weeks in
attending our extensive PE extra- which we hope to mirror the boy’s
curricular programme.
success.
The girl’s U13 football team have
shown great determination and
successfully made it through
to the next round of the South
Yorkshire Cup. This is followed by
our boys Y7, Y8, Y9, Y10 and Y11
teams all winning their previous
rounds and remaining in the
tournament. We are extremely
proud of all students involved.
We also have our Y7, Y8 and Y9
boy’s teams due to play in the
upcoming quarter finals of the
Rotherham Cup and wish them

In music our KS3 students have
been attending the lunch time
singing and Brass group, working
on improving their repertoire which
includes Christmas pieces as well
as other music. The Brass group
are especially looking forward
to performing at our upcoming
Snowflake Fair whilst the singing
group are working towards future
performances.
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PE at Swinton
Academy
After school activities are
very important and successful
at Swinton. On our return in
September 2021, after Covid
restrictions were lifted, over 170
students from Y7 to Y10 have
been participating in our after
school sporting activities.
We encourage ALL students to
attend and we place emphasis
on ‘giving it a go’, having fun and
enjoyment. Throughout the year,
the activity focus will change
hopefully attracting all students to
at least one activity.
Our extra-curricular programme
involves many sports such as
football, netball, rugby, dance,
badminton, athletics and many
more.

Girls Football
This year the KS3 grls’ football
team have been a most
impressive
team. They have
displayed outstanding character
and resilience in both games
so far this season, beating
Oakwood 3-1 and a 2 all draw
with Wickersley.
Boys Football
Football training and competitive
matches
against
other
Rotherham schools have been
a great success with over 100

and inter-school competitions.
The role of the council is to act
as a forum for issues regarding
PE and school sport at all levels.
Other roles include fund raising
and the promotion of physical
activity
across
the
school
community. Students involved in
the council have the opportunity
students from Y7 to Y10 training to develop a number of
every Wednesday. Cup matches interpersonal skills and qualities,
have been played and students which include communication and
are looking forward to resuming organisation, as well as widening
their experiences and network
matches in the Spring term.
The Y7 football club has been a in the sporting community. Two
credit to the academy over the students from each year group
first term of this school year. The were selected to form the sports
first session in September saw 38 ambassador committee who will
students participate in 28-degree meet termly to discuss ideas and
heat and since that moment, the plans.
commitment of this group has not
Y7 Fun Run – Children in Need
faulted.
To raise funds for Children in
Need this year, the Y7 cohort
Basketball
All years were invited to join the embarked on a sponsored fun
Basketball club at the start of this run in PE lessons. Each student
half term. So many enthusiastic had 30 minutes to walk or run
students and some new faces as far as they could. The target
to co-curricular arrived and was to cover the combined
blew us away with their skills, distance of Swinton Academy to
understanding and character. London City Centre and back,
The students have been honing a total of over 335 miles! Our
their techniques and are quickly Y7’s were absolutely fantastic
developing in their knowledge of in this challenge, showing the
and
resilience
the game and tactics. Their efforts commitment
have been fantastic so far and we to cover as much distance as
can’t wait to see how they will possible. After the distances were
combined it was calculated that
improve in the future.
the Y7 team had smashed their
target, totalling 560 km or 347.96
Sports Ambassadors
This
half
term
saw
the Miles. The funds raised have
commencement of the Sports contributed heavily to the £290.14
Ambassador Scheme for the first raised for Children in need to
time at Swinton Academy. Sports date. An amazing achievement!
ambassadors are a collection
of students who participate,
organise and lead in PE lessons,
Co-Curricular activities and intra

